Ghali, Kabariti meet at U.N. 

NEW YORK (Petra) — United Nations Secretary General 
Gftali on Wed n esd a y met with Foreign Minister Abdul 
Kwtn A! Kabariti in the presence of Jordan’s permanent 
representative at the U.N. Adrian Abu Odeh. Dr. Ghali and Mr. 
Kabariti discussed issues related to moving die headquarters of the 
United Nations Relief and Works Agency (UNRWA) from 
Vienna to Gaza. Mr. Kabariti voiced concern over the deteriora- 
tion in services offered by UNRWA to Palestinian refugees as a 
result of the transfer of its headquarters. The minister also voiced 
bis fear that the transfer would also lead to denying refugees 
outside the Gaza Strip of services offered by UNRWA. Discussion 
at the meeting also focused on Jordan's rede in peacekeeping 
operations in various parts of the world and pulling out U.N. 
troops from Croatia. Mr. Kabariti also discussed with the U.N. 
secretary general the issue of increasing Jordan's share of posts in 
the U.N. and other international agencies, urging the U.N. to fill 
the vacant post of director of the U.N. Development Programme 
with an Arab candidate. 
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Kaad to Skim Sbamr as «w^toJor®a 

TEL AVIV (AP)— Israel has named professor Shimon Shamir « 
its first ambassador to Jordan, after the two^wi^Magn^JI 
peace treaty in October, Israefi radip reports s»4 WcdtH^ y.Tre 
appointment wHfonly be official after a foreign miny iy -commit 1 - 
tee and. the Israeli cabiftet appnwe iL mtoBOyrotrid 

not confirm the .appointment. However, fa Bowing a. u»ePPg 
between Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabm and Foreign 
Minister Shimon Peres, Mr. Peres said the ambassador would be 
appointed this week. “Reganfing the appointment of the^mbassa- . 
dor to Jordan. I bope thiswiU be done by the end of thisWeek, 
Mr. Peres said on & podium of the Knesset. Israel's paraametrt. 
Mr. Shamir, a Middle Eastern studies profesor it Tel Aviv 
University, served as Israel’s ambassador to Egypt for three yearn, 
beginning in 1986. Both Israel and army radio channels said Mr. 
Rabin and Mr. Peres had decided on Mr. Shamir durine their 
meeting on Wednesday. The appointment had beat delayed 
following a disagreement between the two over the appointment. 
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HM says Jordan has no ambitions outside its land , peace era requires 
normalisation of ties with Israel; situation in occupied territories is worrying 


By Ayman A1 Safari! 
Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — His Majesty 
King Hussein has stressed 
that the Kingdom will perse- 
vere in its pinsuit of Mideast 
peace as the only alternative 
for the whole region despite 
difficulties facing other tracks 
of Arab negotiations with 
Israel. 

Speaking to representa- 
tives of the foreign press 
Tuesday evening. King Hus- 
sein warned that “forces of 
darkness" are trying to des- 
troy the peace process 
through acts of violence but 
said that Jordan will do all it 
can to prevent them from 
achieving their goals. 

“(These times are) times of 
promise... and consolidation 
of what has been achieved" 
through the peace process 
and extremists should not be 
allowed to jeopardise these 
achievements because the 
majority of the people want 
peace. King Hussein told re- 
porters at foe Ma’wa Palace. 

The King said the divide 
that used to separate the 
Arabs and Israel has been 

No decision yet on 
World Bank office 

AMMAN (R) — Jordan said 
on Wednesday it bad not 
decided yet whether to allow 
foe World Bank to set up a 
regional office in Amman. 
“This issue is expected to be 
discussed by foe council of 
ministers sometime in the 
next two weeks," Planning 
Minister Rrma Khalaf told 
Reuters. The World- Bank 
bad suggested a regional 
office in Jordan to study pro- 
jects related mostly to infiras- 
tnicture, water and foe en- 
vironment which have be- 
come possible with increased 
prospects of peace in the 
Middle East. 


U.S. has no new 
ideas, Syria says 

DAMASCUS (AFP) — U.S. 
officials have failed to come 
up with any fresh ideas to 
achieve a breakthrough in the 
Middle East peace talks, 
Syria’s Ambassador to 
Washington Walid Muallem 
said Wednesday. Mr. Mual- 
lem, quoted by the official 
Syrian news agency SANA, 
said: “I have not yet found 
any American ideas which 
will get peace negotiations 
moving between Syria and 
Israel. They (foe Americans) 
said they had ideas, which I 
am still waiting to see, and 
this week we can begin” to 
study them. The ambassador 
returned to Syria in late De- 
cember after talks with his 
Israeli counterpart Itamar 
Rabinovich in Washington 
which Damascus said railed 
to produce results. Mr. Mual- 
lem returned to his post in 
Washington on Feb. 6 for 
talks with U.S. officials. 

Fateh opponents 
set up new group 


CAIRO (AFP) — Oppo- 
nents of the Palestinian- 
Israeli autonomy deal have 
set up a new group called the 
Democratic National Rally, a 
senior member of Yasser 
Arafat’s Fateh faction said 
Wednesday. Hani A1 Hassan. 
a member of Fateh's central 
committee, told foe London- 
based newspaper Al Sharq Ai 
Awsat the new group aimed 
to "wreck the policy of those 
who support the accord." 
The group included members 
of Fateh and of foe Popular 
and. Democratic Fronts for 
the Liberation of Palestine 
(PFLP and DFLP), the pro- 
Iraqi Arab Liberation Front 
(ALF) and independent fi- 
gures. Mr. Hassan said 
Palestinians were going 
through a crisis which called 
for “a policy based on both 
confrontation and negotia- 
tion" with Israel. 


replaced by a new divide 
between the opponents and 
proponents of peace. 

“We are disturbed when 
opponents of peace, the ex- 
tremists, create conditions 
which jeopardise what (has 
been) achieved. There is the 
camp of peace, one that is 
comprehensive and promis- 
ing, and the camp of those 
who would like to destroy it,” 
the King said. 

While saying that condi- 
tions “of hunger, despair and 
anger” might lead to vio- 
lence, foe King said that 
“acts of violence are perpetu- 
ated by organisations.” 

“It is not the right of those 
who perpetuate acts of vio- 
lence” to daim that .they are 
foe only Muslims, the King 
said. 

“I believe it is our duty to 
distance ourselves from those 
who distort the image of 
Islam,” the King said. 

Reiterating the Kingdom’s 
commitment to foe Oct. 26 
peace treaty with Israel, King 
Hussein said Jordan is look- 
ing at ways to speed up 
“progress in country ... in 
tine with foe peace treaty.” 


“We will live up to the 
peace treaty in word and 
deed,” the King said, adding 
that peace is the only alterna- 
tive, not only for Jordan but 
also for others in foe region. 

King Hussein noted that it 
was significant that foe treaty 
also has the support of the 
majority in Israel, swing that 
its conclusion contributed to 
foe strengthening of forces of 
peace in foe Jewish state. 

But, the King said, the 
difficulties facing the 
Palestinian-Israeli talks are 
negatively affecting suppor- 
ters of peace in Israel. 

“I have a feeling that those 
sticking their necks out for 
peace (in Israel) have chal- 
lenges ... I hope they will 
succeed,” said the Monarch. 

Addressing concerns by 
some that peace has . been 
slow to bring about the de- 
sired changes. His Majesty 
said that after 47 years of 
“disaster and instability” 
changes will take time to 
materialise. 

On the controversial issue 
of “normalisation” with 
Israel, King Hussein ques- 
tioned foe basis of foe con- 


cept of cold peace, saying 
that Jordan will not force 
anybody to normalise ties 
with Israel but those who 
oppose it should not be able 
to prevent others from doing 
so. 

“Peace opens the doors for 
people to see the human face 
of the other,” the King said. 

He said adrieving the eco- 
nomic proqrerity that people 
expected from peace would 
require that Jordanians and 
Israelis deal with each other 
to realise the economic 
opportunities of foe new era. 

The King said he hoped 
Syria and Lebanon will be 
able to achieve progress on 
their tracks of the negotia- 
tions with Israel, noting that 
all parties to the peace talks 
started from foe same point 
and Jordan reached foe peace 
treaty with Israel “because it 
felt the need, foe urgency and 
the right to move.” 

There was a will and a 
determination to move to- 
wards peace, foe King told 
the reporters during the 
meeting, which was attended 
by Her Majesty Queen Noor, 
Prime Minister Sharif Zeid 


Israel says W. Bank 
pullout possible in May 


TEL AVTV (Agencies) — A 
senior Israeli peace nego- 
tiator said on Wednesday 
that although talks with the 
Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation (PLO) were at a 
“low point” a long-delayed 
army pullout from occupied 
West Bank cities and towns 
could take place in May. 

Environment Minister 
Yossi Sand, a senior figure in 
crisis-ridden talks with the 
PLO, told Israel Radio: 

“I still believe that (Palesti- 
nian) elections in foe territor- 
ies can take place along with 
an army redeployment in 
another few months, and per- 
sonally, foe month of May 
looks like a reasonable target 
date, despite all foe delays.” 
Mr. Sarid said Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Rabin and 
PLO leader Yasser Arafat, 
who will meet on Thursday at 
Israel's border with self-ruled 
Gaza, will discuss recent 
efforts by the Palestinian 
National Authority (PNA) to 
curb guerrilla attacks, foe 
Jewish state’s condition for 
going ahead with the with- 
drawal. 

. “They will weigh foe ba- 
lance of the last weeks since 
the grave disaster at Beit Lid 
(a junction north of Tel Aviv 
where suicide bombers killed 
21 Israelis last month),” Mr. 
Sarid said. “And on this 
mutual reckoning they will 


decide what they can do now 
to infuse new fife into foe 
peace process.” 

Under foe 1993 Israeli- 
PLO peace deal foe army was 
to have withdrawn from West 
Bank centres by- last July, 
paving the way for elections 
to a Palestinian council. ' 

But Mr. Rabin has put foe 
pullout on hold, citing foe 
scores of Israelis killed in 
attacks by opponents of foe 
peace deal. 

The delays, the attacks, 
and an Israeli entry ban on 
West Bank and Gaza Palesti- 
nians have. eroded 
grass-roots support for both 
Mr. Arafat and Mr. Rabin 
and brought the talks- to a 
deep crisis. 

“There’s no point in de- 
nying foe talks have known 
better, more promising days 
and now they are really at a 
low point, but crises are un- 
avoidable, and sometimes 
solving a crisis can spur the 
process afterward,” Mr. 
Sarid said. 

“Perhaps we will see signs 
of this tomorrow.” 

The PLO, hoping to break 
the logjam, reiterated on 
Tuesday it would under cer- 
tain conditions accept an 
Israeli handover of West 
Bank towns in stages rather 
than all at once. 

They said Palestinians 
would accept a West Bank 


handover in stages, starting 
wjfo the towns of Jenin and 
Bethlehem, so long as it was 
accompanied by an accept- 
able overall timetable. 

PLO officials said Israel so 
far bad said ft was ready to 
experiment, redeploying 
away from Jenin and Beth- 
lehem, but without agreeing 
to an overall timetable. 

Tayeb Abdul Rahim, 
-genera! secretary of the 
PNA, said: “We are pre- 
pared to accept gradual rede- 
ployment from Jenin and 
Bethlehem first if the Israelis 
agree to a timetable for rede- 
ployment from other West 
Bank cities.” 

Ahmad Qouriea, the au- 
thority’s economics chief 
agreed, telling Reuters: “We 
have no objection for imple- 
mentation of a comprehen- 
sive agreement on redeploy- 
ment from all West Bank 
cities but this agreement has 
to be reached in advance. 

“We are afraid, if no com- 
prehensive agreement is 
readied, that once they with- 
draw from Jenin and Beth- 
lehem, they might not with- 
draw from other dries.” said 
Mr. Qouriea. 

Mr. Arafat has his own list 
of demands. 

They range from an end to 
the crippling closure of 

(Continued on page 7) 


Troops, Hebron protesters clash 


HEBRON, Occupied West 
Bank (Agencies) — Israeli 
troops dashed on Wednesday 
with Palestinian demonstra- 
tors who set up burning barri- 
cades near the Hebron mos- 
que where a Jewish settler 
killed more than 30 Muslim 
worshippers a year ago, wit- 
nesses said. 

In a separate inrident, 
.dozens of police detained the 
founder of foe Jewish settler 
movement and his wife after 
scuffling with angry settlers 
who threw stones, eggs and 
water to keep foe officers 
away. 

Settler leaders charged the 
detentions were politically 
motivated and that police 
used excessive force in de- 
taining Rabbi Moshe Levin- 
ger and his wife, Miriam. 

Later Wednesday, Mrs. 
Levinger was brought before 
a judge to answer charges • 
that she assaulted an Israeli 
policeman in Hebron several 
months ago. 

Deputy West Bank police 
chief Natan Karmowski said: 

“They threw rocks and 
eggs at foe police and attack- . 
ed women soldiers. 


threatened them, insulted 
them, and as a result we had 
to force our way in and arrest 
the rabbi’s wife; who was 
brought to court as ordered, 
along with foe rabbi and five 
other men and women.” 

“(If) excessive force was 
applied by police, it was 
made necessary by the wild 
and violent behaviour of the 
settlers, and our knowledge 
of their vile and disgraceful 
behaviour in the past,” Mr. 
Karmowski told Israel radio. 

For four years Miriam 
Levinger, 60, has ignored a 
court summons to appear for 
investigation of accusations 
she overturned Arab ven- 
dors* stalls and attacked 
police during a disturbance in 
Hebron's market. 

Police spokesman Eric 
Bar-Chen originally said 
Rabbi Levinger was also de- 
tained on an old assault 
charge, but later said Mr. 
Levinger was subpoenaed for 
disrupting the peace. 

Mr. Bar-Chen said Mr. 
Levinger was charged on 
Wednesday with assault after 
taking pait in the scuffles 
when police arrived at his 


home. He was also ques- 
tioned on two other incidents 
of insulting police officers, 
foe spokesman said. 

“Children of Stalin,” Mrs. 
Levinger yelled as a dozen 
policemen carried her into 
the courtroom. “The govern- 
ment has sold its soul to 
Satan. It kills Jews with one 
hand and frees Arabs with 
the other.” 

Hebron, long a flashpoint 
of Israeli-Palestinian vio- 
lence. has been particularly 
tense as Arabs and Jews 
mark foe first anniversary of 
th Feb. 25 massacre, in which 
Hebron-area settler Baruch 
Goldstein gunned down 
kneeling worshippers in the 
Al Ibrahimi Mosque before 
survivors beat him to death. 

Witnesses said demonstra- 
tors set up burning barricades 
about 100 metres from the 
mosque, throwing stones, 
rubbish, and lyres at soldiers' 
who came to disperse them. 

Hie soldiers refrained from 
opening fire, ousting the pro- 
testers by shoving them from 
foe scene, then forcing some 

(Costumed on page 7) 


Ben Shaker, members of the 
royal family and other offi- 
cials. 

The King said that “Syria is 
very, very important in foe 
area,” and foe comprehen- 
sive peace that foe Kingdom 
seeks on the basis of U.N. 
resolutions 338 and 242 
would require that Syria too 
reaches peace with Israel. 

But the deteriorating situa- 
tion in the West Bank and 
Gaza was worrying to the 
King even though hie said his 
view is not foe “dark” one 
adopted by some newspap- 
ers' columnists. 

“We are worried and con- 
cerned about conditions” in 
foe occupied territories and 
at the Palestinian-Israeli 
track of foe negotiations, the 
King said, expressing hope 
that difficulties will be - over- 
come. 

But King Hussein said that 
he will not apportion blame 
on one party for the difficul- 
ties faring foe negotiations. 

‘Taking a totally negative 
attitude cannot help* im- 
prove the situation and both 
sides “have a problem, have 
a responsibility to get us ail 


off this point,” His Majesty 
said. 

“It is almost an impossible 
(situation) but we hope it will 
be solved,” King Hussein 
told reporters. 

Tbe King said “the vio- 
lence that is occurring” is 
defeating foe purpose of hav- 
ing the interim period be- 
tween tbe initial and final 
negotiations between Israel 
ana the Palestinians prepare 
the people psychologically 
for the final status. 

But King Hussein said Jor- 
dan will not interfere in tbe 
Palestinian-Israeli negotia- 
tions. “Jordan has no place in 
this issue because it is a 
Palestinian issue and the 
Palestinian leadership is deal- 
ing with it.” 

The King said nothing can 
hurt Jordanian-Palestinian 
relations more than “even 
the suggestion” of the King- 
dom interfering in the affairs 
of tbe Palestinians. 

The King said he has made 
it dear to all concerned that 
foe Kingdom will not discuss 
.the form of foe final rela- 

(Cob tinned on page 7) 
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Arabs, divided over disarmament treaty 


CAIRO (Agencies) — Arab 
League experts failed to 
agree on foe text of a draft 
treaty on eliminating 
weapons of mass destruction 
in foe Middle East after two 
days of talks here, partici- 
pants said Wednesday. 

Adnan Omran, - assistant 
secretary general of the 
league, said it was now uncer- 
tain whether the treaty would 
be adopted by foreign minis- 
ters from member states who 
meet in tbe Egyptian capital 
on March 22. • 

“Perhaps they will have to 
work more on the treaty be- 
cause ft is a very important 
document and it cannot be 
finalised in several days or 
weeks,” Mr. Omran told 
AFP. 

The experts' session, which 
opened Tuesdav and wrap- 
ped up Wednesoay, bad to be 
extended because of dis- 
agreements. It was attended 
by 21 of foe league’s 22 
memebrs, with Somalia ab- 
sent. 

The draft treaty was drawn 
up by Mahmoud Karem, 


head of the Egyptian Foreign 
Ministry's disarmament de- 
partment. an Egyptian offi- 
cial said. 

One participant who asked 
not to be named said 'Tbe 
representatives have diffe- 
rent views” on the proposed 
treaty. - • 

“We need to study the 
different ideas presented 
and, in my view we need 
another meeting of experts,” 
Prince Turiti Ben Moham- 
mad Ben Sand of Saudi Ara- 
bia’s foreign ministry de- 
clared. 

Mr. Omran. however, 
ruled out another meeting 
and said foe Arab League 
secretariat general would 
draw up foe final text to 
present to member states. 

He hoped for a “positive 
attitude towards this treaty 
from all states in the region, 
because those which reject it 
will bear the responsibility. 

The draft aims to “make 
tbe Middle East a zone free 
from atomic, biological and 
chemical weapons.” 

“The term 'Middle East* 


includes all territories under 
tbe sovereignty or control of 
Arab League members as 
well as. Iran and Israel,” it 
stated. 

It calls on signatories to 
ban tbeproduction of arms of; 
mass destruction, and to “dis- . 
mantle and destroy arms of 
mass destruction they possess 
and to convert their installa- 
tions to peaceful uses.” - 

The Arab League hopes its 
treaty will pressure Israel into 
signing the unclear Non- 
Proliferation Treaty (NPT) 
by addressing fears cited by 
die Jewish stale as a reason • 
for not joining up. 

Israel refuses to sign the 
NPT, which comes up for 
renewal in April. 

The Jewish state has never 
acknowledged possessing 
nuclear weapons, though 
Western expats say it has 
around 200 nuclear war- 
beads. 

Arab League Secretary 
General Esmat- Abdul 
Meguid arrived in- Lebanon 
from Syria on-Wednesday for 
talks cm a joint Arab stance 


on signing foe extension of 
the NPT, Lebanese officials. 
said. . 

Before leaving Damascus 
where he met President 
. Hafez Al Assad, Dr. Abdul 
Megmd ‘said Arab states 
would not renew their signa- 
ture of "foe NPT if Israel 
refused to sign. 

The Lebanese govern- 
ment, which has no nuclear 
programme, is faring calls 
from influential Muslim reB- 
. gious .leaders not to sign on. 
Syria also dominates Leba- 
’ non politically and militarily 
and Beirut is expected to toe 
Syria's line. 

The Egyptian government 
meanwhile banned distribu- 
tion of the Jerusalem Post in 
Egypt from Wednesday fol- 
lowing an article criticising 
three senior officials for anti- 
Israeli views, editor David 
Bar-Hlan said. 

, T am astonished that a 
country tint signed a peace 
treaty with Israel over 15 
years ago would resort to tins* ' 
■/ 

(Continued on page 7) 


Full 48-hour ceasefire 
reached in Chechenya 

SLEPTSOVSK (Agencies) six cars and a mini-bus, about 
— Russian and Chechen offi- 50 fighters from Mr. 
rials agreed 'Wednesday to a Dudayev's presidential guard 
48-hour complete ceasefire in accompanied lead Chechen 
Chechenya. despite sceptic- negotiator Aslan Maskhadov 
tan and widespread viola- to Wednesday’s session, 
tions of an earlier truce. The Russian delegation ar- 
The new ceasefire was set rived quiedy in two helicop- 
to take effect at midnight, ten and went thro ugh a back 
Chechen field commander door for tbe talks, being held 
Shamil Bassayev said at the in a pale blue, one-storey 


U.S. experts reportedly 
see SaudiYemeni clash 


SLEPTSOVSK (Agencies) 
— Russian and Chechen offi- 
cials agreed Wednesday to a 
48-hour complete ceasefire in 
Chechenya. despite sceptic- 
ism and widespread viola- 
tions of an earlier truce. 

The new ceasefire was set 
to take effect at midnight, 
Chechen field commander 
Shamil Bassayev said at the 
conclusion of talks in the 
town of Sleptsovsk. Ingushe- 
tia, just west of Chechenya. 

Negotiations toward a 
longer-lasting p«ce are to 
resume Friday. * 

A preliminary agreement 
had been reached on Monday 
for the two sides to stop using 
heavy artillery and to begin 
working out an exchange of 
war prisoners and dead. 

But that ceasefire has been 
punctuated by widespread 
artillery and missile attacks in 
the area south of the 
Chechen capital. 

“No war in the world ends 
if talks are held on the level 
of field commanders,” 
Chechen President Dzhokhar 
Dudayev was quoted 
Wednesday as saying. 

In an interview the Baltic 
news service said was con- 
ducted the previous day, Mr. 
Dudayev expressed doubt the 
talks would yield results and 
said Russia was only trying to 
convey a peacemaker image 
on the eve of Preisdent Boris 
Yeltsin's address to parlia- 
ment. 

Carrying grenade laun- 
chers and yelling “Allahu 
Akbar” as they pulled up in 


buDding at Sleptsovsk air- 
port. The Russians were led 
by Colonel Anatoly Kulikov, 
commander of Moscow's 
troops in Chechenya. 

Mr. Makhadov, wearing 
gray camouflage and a gray 
wool cap, and some of the 
Chechen fighters accompany- 
ing expressed optimism about 
the talks despite suspicions 
tbe Russians would not 
observe a ceasefire. 

“If Dudayev tells os to die, 
we will die, - ” said a fighter 
named Roman, carrying an 
anti-tank grenade launcher 
oyer his shoulder. “But we 
think this may be the begin- 
ning of foe end (of foe fight- 
ing)-" 

The Russians and others 
are dubious that an agree- 
ment would be complied with 
by Chechen volunteer fight- 
ers not serving in Mr. 
Dudayev’s army. Even Mr. 
Maskhadov has warned that 
foe he does not control the 
independent fighters. 

“The Chechen ride is a lot 
of small groups who act how 
they want to,” said Zhabrail' 
Bogatyrev, spokesman for 


(Continued on page 7) I red in 1992 and has 


PARK (Agencies) — Saudi . 
Arabia is massing armour 
and artillery on its disputed 
border with Yemen and a 
new dash appears likely, 
U.S. defence experts quoted 
m a strategic newsletter said 
Wednesday. 

The report in die TTU 
weekly was published as Ye- 
men said its negotiations with 
Saudi Arabia were is trouble 
despite 24 days of talks in 
Rimb. 

U.S. defence expe r t s “note 
from .satellite, pictures; the . 
presence of five brigades — 
two armoured, two mecha- 
nised infantry and one artil- 
lery — which are being 
strengthened daily,” TTU 
said. - - 

The U.S. Defence Intelli- 
gence Agency “regards an 
armed dish between Saadi 
Arabia mid. Yemen as prob- 
able in the short-term,” it 
said. 

After 24 days of negotia- 
tions die gap between foe riyo 
sides remained deep Wednes- 
day. 

Yemeni chief negotiator 
Sheikh Abdullah Al Ahmar 
said “points of disagreement - 
between Riyadh and Sanaa 
are numerous and large.” 

Officially the Saudis have 
only signalled their intention 
to fry to settle foe issue of foe 
border between northern Ye- 
men and foe provinces of 
Najrao, Jizan and Assir,' 
assigned to Saudi Arabia by 
foe 1934 Taif accord. 

Sanaa says the treaty expir- 
red in 1992 ami has refesed to 


renew it, but is using ft as a 
basis for the negotiations. 

Sanaa also wants a com- 
plete normalisation of ties 
until Riyadh and agreement 
on the whole border stretch- 
ing from the Red Sea in the 
'west to Oman in .foe east 
along with maritime bound- 
aries. 

The border dispute has 
flared up info armed dashes, 
the latest on Jan. 10 m which 
more than 50 people were 
lolled, according to diplo- 
mats. 

Yemen accused Saudi Ara- 
bia of massing troops on tire 
border last month after the 
Riyadh talks had begun. 

Sheikh Ahmar was quoted 
as saying Wednesday that- if 
no breakthrough is achieved 
in two days, the talks will be 
put off until after the Rama- 
dan feast early next month. 

Sheikh Ahmar, however, 
appeared more optimistic 
than his president about foe 
talks under way in Riyadh 
since Jan. 22. 

“The talks are proceeding 
wefl and in a positive atmos- 
phere, with a good brotherly 
spirit,” be told the London- 
based Arabic daily Al Hayat. 

“Good progress has been 
achieved.... agreement has 
been reached on several im- 
portant points,” he said: 

“Perhaps by postponing 
the negotiations till-, next 
month, we may give our two 
countries the chance to re-, 
view the (remaining) points 

(Coo tinged on page 7) 




JORDAN TIMES, THURSDAY-FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 16-’ 


U . N . to complete Somalia 
withdrawal by March 6 


UNITED NATIONS (Agen- 
des) — The withdrawal of 
the U.N. peace from Somalia 
should be completed by 
March 6, well ahead of a 
March 31 deadline set by the 
Security Council, the top 
U.N. peacekeeping official 
said Tuesday. 

“I am pleased to inform 
you that this highly complex 
operation is proceeding with- 
out a hitch. 

Under-Secretary-General 

Kofi Annan told a news con- 
ference. 

He said about 8,000 U.N. 
troops were still in Somalia, 
compared with 15,000 last 
November when the Security 
Council took the decision to 
poll out. 

On Feb. 24 the U.N. com- 
mander, Lieutenant-General 
A boo Sam ah of Malaysia, 
will band over operational 
control to Lieutenant- 
General Anthony Zinni of 
the United States, whose 
combined task force will help 
extricate the U.N. rearguard 
of some 2,500 Pakistani and 
Bangladeshi soldiers. 

Mr. Annan said the task 
force would have 17 ships, 
from France, Italy, Malaysia, 
Pakistan and the United 
States, off Mogadishu to 
assist with the withdrawal. 

The U.N. Operation in 
Som alia (UNOSOM) was 
first mounted on a small scale 
in 1992 to help rescue Soma- 
lis from famine and chaos in 
which hundreds of thousands 
died. 

Because of continuing fac- 
tional fighting, it was super- 
seded in December 1992 by a 
U.S.-led force which built to 
a strength of about 37,000 
before handing over in May 
1993 to a new U.N. force 
which grew to than 29,000. 

UNOSOM has suffered 
more than 130 casualties and 


cost dose to $1 billion a year. 

Mr. Annan, just back from 
a visit to Somalia, said 
although UNOSOM did not 
attain all its objectives it had 
saved many fives, ended a 
famine which devastated the 
country and helped restore 
normal life in many regions. 

But he said these achieve- 
ments were vulnerable to re- 
newed factional fighting. 

“It is hoped that the with- 
drawal of UNOSOM will 
serve as a big wake-up call for 
the leaders and that they mil 
finally have the couarage to 
compromise and seize this 
opportunity to bring peace 
and stability to their coun- 
try,” he said. 

A major lesson learned by 
the United Nations in Soma- 
lia was withdraw — and I 
do not mean retreat” and 
demonstrate that “there is a 
limit to the patience and re- 
sources of ti>e international 
community." 

He contrasted this with 
long-running peacekeeping 
operations in such places as 
Cyprus, Southern Lebanon 
and Kashmir, where the Un- 
ited Nations had often been 
accused of fre e zi n g an unre- 
solved situation. 

Asked what would happen 
if the Somali factions re- 
sumed fighting, he said: “I 
doubt very much that the 
international community or 
die Security Council will rush 
to send in another force.” 

U.N. Secretary General 
Boutros Ghali says that the' 
withdrawal of the peacekeep- 
ers remaining in Somalia is a 
“new situation in the history 
of the United Nations.” 

Until Somalia, the United 
Nations had not left a theatre 
of operations until its mission 
had been accomplished. 

This is clearly not the case 
with Somalia. 


The first U.N. mission was 
created in April 1992 but did 
not have the muscle needed 
to deploy. It was later re- 
placed by a U.S.-led multina- 
tional force. 

In May, 1993, that U.S.- 
led force was replaced by a 
second group of U.N. 
peacekeepers. The United 


States continued to partici- 
pate until October 1993 when 


18 U.S. troops were killed in 
an ambush — and because of 
the toll Washington began a 
puDout process. 

“That meant there was no 
political will on die part of 
the protagonists of a conflict 
to find a solution. We cannot 
impose peace. We do not 
have the means,” Dr. Ghali 
said. 

“We tried for three years 
but we failed, the secretary 
general said. 

“The decision was deliber- 
ate and painful, but given the 
number of crises afflicting the 
world, the council was com- 
pelled to take this route and 
let die protagonists know that 
there is a limit to the patience 
and resources of the interna- 
tional community,** Mr. 
Annan said. 

He acknowledged that the 
United Nations had not met 
its objectives in Somalia. 

But, Mr. Annan added, 
“we saved lives, we have 
ended the femme, an in many 
parts of die country, people 
have been able to resume the 
normal course of their lives.** 

Mr. Annan said it was un- 
likely that the famine caused 
by dan warfare that sparked 
the original intervention 
would return. But that did 
not mean that fighting would 
not resume in Somalia. 

Dr. Ghali said it was possi- 
ble that U.N. peacekeepers 
would be forced to return to 
Somalia. 


Fall of Hekmatyar’s base 
is Talibans’ greatest victory to date 


ISLAMABAD (AFP)— The 
fall of former Afghan Pre- 
mier Gulbnddin Hekmatyar’s 
headquarters to the Taliban 
mili tants marked the move- 
ment’s greatest victory as its 
power continues ‘ grow, 
analysts here said. 

The capture of Charasyab, 
just 25 kilometres south of 
the Afghan capital, repre- 
sented a major setback for 
Mr. Hekmatyar, and helped 
tighten the Taliban’s grip on 
Kabul, they aded. 

Mr. Hekmatyar’s Hezb-e- 
Islami faction has now lost 
three positions in quick suc- 
cession to the militant 
student-led movement, with 
die Talib — - also wresting 
contrr' l . Wardak and 
Logar provinces from the 
v_ "*i the past few days. 

■ , ai they mass their 

it*. wwS south of Kabul, the 
T: Jbans are negotiating with 
embattled Afghan President 
Bnrhanuddin Rabbani’s 
troops, who are based in San- 
gi Nawishta just 20 
kilometres away, Afghan 
sources said. 

the militants, who have 
gathered considerable 
strength since appearing from 
nowhere about six months 
ago, are demanding entry to 
the city and saying they will 
disarm all factions in the war- 
torn capital. 

Mr. Rabbani, backed by 
bis military strongman 
Ahm3d Shah Masoad, bolds 
most of Kabul, and has 
thwarted Mr. Hekmatyar’s 
repeated onslaughts on the 
city which have claimed more 
than 20,000 lives over the 
past two years. 

But now the president, fac- 
ing a serious threat from the 
Talibans, has urged United 


Nations special envoy to 
Afghanistan, Mahmood Mes- 
tiri , to speed up peace efforts 
which have been dragging on 
with limited success for many 
months. 

Diplomats have said that 
commanders of both Rabbani 
and Mr. Hekmatyars troops, 
have been defecting to the 
Talibans, and a similar trend 
is thought to have hit pro- 
Saudi factional' leader Rasul 
Sayaafs Ittehad-e-islanri Par- 
ty, which is allied with Mr. 
Rabbani. 

If confirmed, the deser- 
tions would further under- 
mine the power bases of the 
rival leaders, who have been 
at loggerheads since the col- 
lapse of the once Soviet- 
backed Communist regime in 
April 1992, analysts here 
said. 

In response to the rapidly 
changing balance of power 
and military situation, the 
U.N. envoy Tuesday adv- 
anced the date for initiating 
the process for transfer of 
power to a pan- Afghan au- 
thority in Kabul to Feb. 18, 
instead of Feb. 20 as he bad 
announced last week. 

“The new development in 
Afghanistan demonstrates 
tiie desire of the Afghan peo- 
ple for peace and the disillu- 
sionment with the present 
disastrous situation in the 
country,” Mr. Mestiri said in 
a statement Tuesday, inviting 
all parties in the conflict to 
witness a ceremony marking 
the start of the process in 
Kabul. 

Mr. Hekmatyar’s party has 
apparently responded posi- 
tively to Mr. Mestiri's appeal 
to all warring sides to cease 
hostilities, to open all roads 
and to restore a power supply 


to Kabul. 

“We are ready for cessa- 
tion of hostilities,” Hekmaty- 
ar spokesman Mangal Hus- 
sain told AFP here, adding 
that the truce would come 
into effect provided Mr. Rab- 
banfs response to the call 
was also “positive.” 

However, analysts here 
feared that the possible disin- 
tegration of the two major 
parties — the Hezb-e-Islami 
and Mr. RabbanTs Jamiat-e- 
Islami — could blow apart 
tiie entire U.N. peace pro- 
cess, which was set up around 
the main Afghan factions. 

The Talibans surfaced last 
autumn when they successful- 
ly rescued a Pakistan- 
sponsored trade convoy 
bound for Central Asia after 


it was hijacked by rebels in 
the southern city of Kanda- 


har. 

The mainly-bearded Isla- 
mic school students, who also 
sport turbans, later captured 
Kandahar, an ancient royal 
capital southwest of Kabul. 
Since then they have scored a 
series of spectacular militaxy 
gains. 

Since emerging as a group 
of a few hundred religious 
students, their number has 
now swelled to 25,000 men, 
equipped with some 200 
tanks, heavy artillery, mis- 
siles and a dozen fighter air- 
craft, diplomatic sources 
said. 

But Afghan sources have 
said their mam weapon lies in 
the support they have gar- 
nered from the people in 
areas under their influence. 

Diplomats and Afghan ex- 
perts have said the Talibans 
are militarily backed by 
Pakistan, although Islamabad 
denies the dahn. 



NEWS 




Israel announces creation of super*oompute|g 


TEL AVIV (AFP) — The Hebrew University in Jenisafcop 
said Tuesday it had created a super-computer capabfejoi 
meeting all Israel’s scientific needs. “This computes^ 
capable of carrying out four mil lion o peratio ns per s econd 
canbe improved further and outstrip the performance^ 
computers produced in the United States, amiivenatg 
spokesman said. He added that Israel was now one qfthg 
fewcountries to have the computer tecfowfogynewssai^ 
for top-level research, notably m the fields of physka^ 
biology, chemistry and mathematics. The aamunstianon q^ 
former U.S. President George Bush opposed the sale for 
Israel of two American super-computers, fearing thejr 
would be used as part of a programme to simulate nuclear* 
tests or to develop a neutron bomb. Israel press reports 
President Bill Clinton is less reluctant to secure such a deafc 
and that negotiations are underway. - ^ 


sources. 

The 
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IN MEMORY: Sari Jabari, eight, joins his chest while praying with his father when 
grandfather in prayer over the grave of his Jewish settler Baruch Goldstein opened fire 
father Salman In a Hebron cemetery as PaJesti- and killed more than 30 worshippers Feb. 25 
nians commemorate the first anniversary or {AFP photo) 
the Hebron massacre. Sari was injured in the 


Barber Jailed lor circumcising girl in street 


Yemeni leader urges crackdown 


SANAA (R) — Yemen’s 
President Ali Abdullah Saleh 
on Tuesday told security offi- 
cials to step up their fight 
against organised crime and 
ordered special courts to be 
set up to deal with such cases 
quickly. 

Mr. Saleh, in a meeting 
also attended by judicial offi- 
cials, spoke after reports on 
Tuesday, that one policeman 
was killed and four wounded 
in a shootout with a gang of 
thieves. 


“We will not tolerate any 
more any security official 
breaching' his duties or failing 
to carry them out," the offi- 
cial SABA news agency 
quoted Mr. Saleh as saying. 
“Those unable to cany out 
their assigned duties should 
make room for others who 
are more capable.” 

He urged police to doable 
efforts to “bring criminals be- 


fore court... and to strike 
with an iron fist against 
them..” 

Mr. Saleh ordered the 
creation of special “quick 
courts within the coming few 
days to deal with all cases 
related to crimes." 

Diplomats said on Tuesday 
that four people wearing 
police uniforms broke into 
the home of a French embas- 
sy employee on Sunday, 
chained him and his family 
and drove away with valu- 
ables. Nobody was injured in 
the inddent. 

Yemen’s Interior Ministry 
said in a statement in A1 
Thawra newspaper on Tues- 
day that one policeman was 
killed and four wounded in a 
shootout with a gang of 
thieves who had taken a man 
hostage. 

The 20-member gang, 
which was arrested, had kid- 
napped Ahmad Abdul Rah- 


man Ai Moqtari from his 
office in Sanaa on Sunday 
and taken him to an area 
outside the capital where 
they beat and stabbed him 
before releasing him in 
Sanaa. 


Official said Mr. Moqtari 
owned a photo store. 

It said police found the 
gang’s hideout on Monday. 
One policeman was fatally 
shot and four were wounded 
in an exchange of gunfire 
between the gang and police. 

On source said the attack- 
ers on the French guard’s 
bouse were not policemen 
and were believed to be 
members of the same gang 
whose members kidnapped 
Mr. Moqtari. 

On Saturday a leading 
member of the main opposi- 
tion party Yemen Socialist 
Party was shot dead in the 
capital. 


CAIRO (AFP) — A bather and his wife were jailed for two; 
years for rii y-nmri-qng a 14-year-okl girl in the street i&! 
front of passers-by, the official daily AI Akhbar reported^ 
Wednesday. The giri, who was ‘*screiunmghyrterically wHfi',- 
tenor,” was held down by the wife while the barber carried^ 
out the operation in “an open and filthy tent with duty- 
instruments,” a Cairo court said. The circumcision, the/ 
removal of part or afl of the clitoris, took place .in* 
December during a religious celebration which gathered,^ 
thousands of people. The court said the couple had . 
“violated the human feelings of the young girl and serioustya 
damaged her dignity.” Egyptian law allows female cir-J 
mm riann as long as it is earned out by doctors in hospital!:: 
However, in most cases the operation is carried out tty 
unqualified people and barbers in dangerous conditions: ! 
Close to 3,600 young gills are circumcised every day in- 
Egypt, according to the Egyptian Human Rights Oiganisa* 
hon. - 
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Saudi Arabia awards King Faisal prizes 


Beirut seeks U.S. arms for security 


BEIRUT (R) — President 
Elias Hrawi, stating Beirut’s 
terms for peace with Israel, 
said on Tuesday he was seek- 
ing U.S. weapons to control 
security in South Lebanon 
after Israeli troops withdraw. 

“At present there are 
negotiations with the Amer- 
icans to get weapons at a 
cheap price and soon we may ' 
get 16 advanced helicopters,” 
'Mr. HraWi’ told members of 
an editors’ syndicate. 

“We are not aiming our 
aimy to fight anyone... we 
don’t want to get tanks. All 
we strive for is to get military 
supplies for the army to con- 
trol the security situation on 
Lebanese land especially in 
the south when Israel with- 
draws.” Mr. Hrawi said. 

Mr. Hrawi said Beirut's 


condition for peace with 
Israel was a complete Israeli 
troop withdrawal from South 
Lebanon. 

“We are ready to send 
25,000 troops to the south to 
control security and when 
Israel withdraws to the inter- 
national border we pledge 
.-not one bullet will be fired 
from our land,”- he- -said: 

Israel occupies a harrow 
border zone in South Leba- 
non, comprising 10 per cent 
of Lebanese territory, where 
it keeps 1,000 Israeli troops 
and a 3,000-man Israeli- 
backed militia. 

Israel insists that before it 
withdraws from South Leba- 
non, Beirut must rein in the 
pro-Iranian Hlzbollah (Party 
of God) and stop the militant 
group from mounting raids 


on Israeli forces in South 
Lebanon and guarantee bor- 
der security for six months. 

But Lebanon says resist- 
ance is legal while Israel re- 
mains. 

Mr. Hrawi accused Israel 
of not being serious about the 
three-year-old peace process.' 
Both«dLebane$e. .and-, Syrian: 
talks wirh Israel are logjaro- 
med over the question of a 
full Israeli withdrawal from 
South Lebanon 

Speaking two days after a 
meeting in Damascus with 
Syrian President Hafez Al 
Assad at which they agreed 
to counter “pressures” linked 
to the peace process. Mr. 
H r a wi sai d Lebanon and 
Syria would continue their 
hand-in-hand policy at the 
peace talks. 


RIYADH (AFP) — Saudi Arabia’s King Faisal prizes % 
1995 were awarded to three Egyptians, two Americans, a ar 
Briton, a Canadian and a Syrian on Tuesday for scrivces to g 
Islam or scientific research. Prince Khaled Al Faisal, head : £ ■ 
of the King Faisal International Prize Foundation, said the £ 
award given to each of the winners had been increased' Vi 
from $93,000 to £200,000 this year. Sheikh Gad Al Haq Alt k . 
Gad Al Haq, the Egyptian highest Sunni Muslim authority^ 
received the prize for “service to Islam,” tiie selection . s* 
committee announced Tuesday. American K. Barry Sharps ^ 
less, a chemist, received the prize for science. Fellow- 
countryman Mark Davis, Briton Gregory Winter and • £ 
Canadian Tak Wah Mak were jointly awarded tiie prize for^ 
medicine. Egyptians Hamdi Sayed Al Sakkut and Mohan£‘ 'M 
mad Abu Al Anwar Ali, together with Syrian Salma Lutfi 
Al Haffar, were recognised for their studies on Arabic' % 
literature- The foundation was created in 1976, a year after, ^ 
fcqg Faisal Ben Abdul Aziz was assassinated. It has ano^ : .p" 
Even awards to more than 100 researchers from 40 t - 


Kuwait MPs want to curb deportation power 


KUWAIT (R) — Five Kuwaiti members of parliament 
(MPs) have submitted a bill to curb the governments! 
power to deport and take other unilateral decisions,^ MP J 
said on Wednesday. Hie bill would allow courts to overturn - 

on appeal so-called' administrative* orders by government* 
ministers • in -matters- conccriluflf lf fresideDCC,-- natinnaKfy/7 M 
newspaper licensing and bffikfihg places oF felfgidiis * 
worship, •MP'Ali'AJ Bagbli : Sffidi “This would be 
imporant change," Mr. Baghli, spokesman of the assent 
bly’s human rights committee,, told Reuteis. Mr. Baghfif ^ 
said in answer to a question that the deportation of : 
Palestinian Tawfiq Amameh fast month was an example of 
the kind of incident that prompted the MPs to propose theft; 
bill, though he noted the bill’s scope was wider than * 
deportations. Mr. Amameh was deported -to Jordan by 
administrative order after writing a poem that criticised a ' ^ 
Kuwaiti journalist for using his daily column to make- 
political attacks on Palestinians. 
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Iran’s ties with West poisoned from Rushdie 4 fatwa’ 


TEHRAN (AFP) — Britain's 
condemnation of Iran on the 
anniversary of the “fatwa” 
against Salman Rushdie 
shows that relations between 
Tehran and the West are still 
poisoned six years after the 
late Ayatollah Ruboliah 
Khomeini condemned the 
British writer to death. 

British Foreign Secretary 
Douglas Hurd said on the 
sixth anniversary Tuesday: 
“We cannot be expected to 
have a normal relationship 
with Iran” as long as there is 
a religious edict or “fatwa” 
against Mr. Rushdie. 

Mr. Hurd added that “acti- 
vities of the Iranian govern- 
ment, such as rewards for 
those who injure him... are 
not acceptable.” 

Norway joined the attack. 
“The fatwa violates interna- 
tional laws and all human 
rights principles.” Foreign 
Minister Bjorn Tore Godal 


said on Tuesday. 

The 15-member European 
Union (EU) marked the 
anniversary by calling on 
Tehran to lift the “fatwa” 
against Mr. Rushdie, which 
has provoked tension be- 
tween Iran and several Euro- 
pean countries in the past 
weeks. 

On Feb. 14, 1989. the 
founder of the Islamic repub- 
lic, Ayatollah Khomeini. 
_ issued a “fatwa” against the 
Indian-born author to punish 
him foT his book “The Sata- 
nic Verses,” considered blas- 
phemous by many Muslims. 

Iranian officials have repe- 
atedly upheld the sentence, 
with Iranian leader Ayatollah 
Ali Khamenei saying two 
years ago that Mr. Rushdie 
“should be and would be 
executed." 

Deputy Foreign Minister 
Mahmoud Vaeri said during 
a visit to Denmark fast week 
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that “the fatwa is based on 
Islamic principles, has re- 
ceived the approval of the 
Organisation of the Islamic 
Conference member states 
and is therefore irrevocable.” 

Iranian intransigence to- 
wards Mr. Rushdie is largely 
responsible for a decision by 
the EU in December 1992 to 
limit political relations with 
Iran to a “critical dialogue.” 
which rules out any exchange 
of visits at high levels among 
other measures. 

“Decided in defiance of 
the Universal Declaration on 
Human Rights and the princi- 
ple of the sovereignty of 
states, in particular regarding 
the protection by the latter of 
their nationals, this sentence 
is null and void.” the EU said 
in a statement Monday. 

The “fatwa” meanwhile 
continues to create tension 
between Iran and several 
European countries on a bi- 


lateral level. 

Since tiie begmnme of the 
year, it has provoked a scal- 
ing down in relations be- 
tween Iran and Norway, with 
the two countries recalling 
their ambassadors, and the 
cancellation of a visit to 
Sweden by Mr. Vaezi last 
week. 

It also created tension dur- 
ing a trip to Denmark by the 
deputy foreign minister last 
week. 

Mr. Vaezi’s visit was 
boycotted by Danish parlia- 
ment. Danish Foreign Minis- 
ter Niels Helveg Petersen, 
who hosted the Iranian offi- 
cial's visit, warned later that 
Copenhagen could take a 
tougher line towards Iran if 
Tehran does not call off the 
death sentence 

Iran has been hugely irri- 
tated by such pressure and 
considers them a sign of a 
Western plot — notably from 


Britain and tbe United States^- * 
— to undermine the Islanifc ^ , 
republic. ,;V> *; 

Tehran has also reacted H 
strongly to meetings between^ t 
Mr. Rushdie and Western^?; 
officials, which took pbc^d 


estimated last yt 
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Iranian leaders still conrf 
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the government did not .inR 
tend to actively qontribntej^ 
carrying out the sentence . 

But such arguments artfe 
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European diplomats ; Ji^” 
Tehran, who say Iran is Jed'; 
by the clergy and that tbere-s^ 
no separation between stated 
and religion here. 
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JORDAN TELEVISION 

Tel: 773111-19 


PROGRAMME TWO 



DtDOldO 


|<JrOO .... 


19-39 

I9-A5 

2th30 .. .. 

N.B A 

Planctc En Equation 

Road to Avonlca 

21:10 

22.-00 

News in English 

22:20 

Feature 

23:10 

film: Taking Cure of 
Businas" 


PRAYER TIMES 


Tmaunda Church Tel: 622366 
Church of tbe A nnandatf on Tci. 
-623541. 

AngOesa Church Tel. &3UKS I . Tel. 
628543. 

Armenian Catholic Church Tel. 
771331. 

Armenian Orthodox Church Tel. 
775261. 

SL Ephraim Church Tel. 771751. 
Amman International Church Tci. 
652526. 

Evangelical Lutheran Church Tel: 
K2432N. 

German -speaking Evangel kaJ Con- 

gregatioa Tel. 6K41V5 

The Latter-Day Saints Tci. 654V32 

Chinch of Nazarene Tci. 675691. 

Tbe Evangelical Local Church in 

Amman 

Tel. 811295 


JORDAN TIMES DAILY GUIDE AND CALENDAR 


Jordan Valley 10/22 


EMERGENCIES 


HOSPITALS 


Yesterday's high temperatures: 
Amman 14. Aqaba 20. Humidity 
readings: Amman <0 per arm. 
Aqaba 5K per cent 


USEFUL 

TELEPHONE 

NUMBERS 


04sS6 
06:14... 
Ilt50 ... 
14:57 .... 
17:26... 
16:43 ... 


Fajr 

... (Sunrise) Doha 

Dhuhr 

’A*r 

Maebrcb 

'Isha 


WEATHER 


Bulletin supplied by the Depart- 
ment of Mctcorokig). 


CHURCHES 


St- Marv or Nazareth Church 
Sweifieh/Tcl. KWMO 
Assemblies of God Church, Tci. 
6327K5 

Sl Joseph Churth Tel. 6245 W. 
Church of the Annunciation Tel. 
637440. 

De la Salle Church Tel. 6*1 757 


Tempera lures will rise slightly with 
winds becoming northwesterly 
mode rate. In Aqaba, winds will he 
northerly moderate and seas calm. 


NIGHT DUTY 

AMMAN: 

Dr. Fdkhn Tavch KH5HN) 

Dr. Ghazi Abu Shikfuh .... 752405 

Dr. Nidul Dahlch K27195 

Dr. Bassam Karadshch 75030! 

Fins pharmacy 661912 

Fcrdows pharmacy 778336 

Al Ascma pharmacy 637055 

Nairoukb pharmacy 623672 

Al Sulam pharmacy 636730 

Yacoub pharmacy 6W45 

Shmcisani pharmacy 637660 

Najih pharmacy K47632 


Min./Max. temp. 

Amman 

Aqaba 

Deserts 


IRS ID; 

Dr. Ali AI Onuri 272032 

Alquds pharmacy (— I 


ZARQA: 

Dr. Ahmad AlTorifi 9WWU) 

Khtdilch pharmacy 17 


Food Control Centre AS7| 1 1 

Civil Defence Department 661 II I 

Civil Defence Immediate 

Rescue 63034 1 

Civil Defence Em cr g c ncv W 

Rescue Police 192. 62un. 637777 

Fire Brigade 617101 

Blood Bank 775121 

Highway Police X43402 

Traffic Police 896390 

Public Sccuniy Dqunrncm 630321 

HolCl Complaints GU51W0 

Price Complaints 661176 

Water and Sewerage 

Complaints 897467 

Amman Municipality 

Complaints 787111 

Telephone Information 

(directory assistance) 121 

Overseas Calls 01U230 

Central Amman Telephone 

Repairs 623101 

Ahdah Telephone Repairs 661 lf>| 

Jordan-Tdcnsion 773 j 1 1 

Radio Jordan 77411! 

Water Authority 6KUO) 

Jordan Electricity Authority 

HI5615 

Electric Power 

Company 6363H1 

RJ Right Information .... t«-532JW 
Queen Alia ln>l. Airport UX-532UU 


AMMAN: 

Hussein Medical Ccm re K13XI3/JZ 
Khalidi Maternity. J. Amn 

■ * 6442XU6 

Akilch Maternity. J Amn. 

642441/2 

Jabai Amman Maternity .... 642362 

Malhas.J. Amman ..636140 

Palestine. Shmcisani 664171/4 

Shmcisani Hospital 669131 

University Hospital 845W5 

Al-Muashcr Hospital . ... 667227/y 

The Islamic. Ahdah 666127/37 

AJ-Ahli. Ahdali 664164/6 

Italian. Al-Mulujrccn ... 777IUI/3 
AI-Bashir.J. Ashrafich 77511 1/26 

Army. Marks X9I6|]/|5 

Queen Alta Hospital .... 6022-ttV5fl 

Amal Hospital 674155 

ZARQA: 

Zorqa Co vi. Hospital (IM)WJ323 
Zarqa National Hospital 

(Ii9)9rtt560 

I bn Sma Hospital (00)986732 

Al Hiknu Modern (09NWWO 


FOR THE TRAVELLER 

QUEEN ALIA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 

ARRIVALS 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Rights 
(Terminal 1) 

04:00 

Singapore. Kuala Lumpour (RJ) 

65:08 Aden (RJ) 

07:20 Sanaa (RJ) 

09:15 Aqaba (RJ) 

09:15 Riyadh IRJ) 

09:40 New Delhi (RJ) 

09J5 Beirut (RJ) 

«Or25 Colombo (RJ) 

18:00 Cairo. Aqaba (Ri) 

18:25 London. Berlin ( RJ) 

19^0 .... Abu Dhabi. Al Ain (RJ) 

1905 Bangkok. Calcutta (EU) 

19:10 Casablanca. Tunis(RJ) 

2fcQ0 Rome (RJ) 

2(kJ5 Athens. Lamaca(RJ) 


Beirut (ME) 

2,: *0 Cairo (MS) 

22lSS Istanbul (TK) 

® ,:I ® Amsterdam (KL) 


HUAZ RAILWAY TIADfJ 




the America* 


DEPARTURES 
Royal Jordanian (RJ) 
Flights 
(Terminal 1} 


Dtp. Anmaa ... 8.00 ajn. every Moixby 
Arr. Damascus 5HX) p.m. every Mo*^ 
Dtp. Damans 730 a.m. every Smfrg 
Arr. Annual .... 5fl0p.m.cvaySu«^ 

".jk 


®kl***k PLAYS 

P 4 !!j 8:00 p.m. 


MARKET PRICES 


Beirut (RJ) 

- Aqaba (RJ) 

1OM0 .... Abu Dhabi. Al Ain (RJ) 
IMS ... Amsterdam. Chicago (RJ) 
*8=®® Montreal. Toronto (RJ) 

Il! °® Romo(Rj) 

Paris(Rj) 

!£®® ; London (RJ) 

Larnaca. Athens (RJ) 

Cairo (RJ) 

!9:45 Bahrain. Doha (RJ) 

l®^ Jeddah (RJ) 

2,: ®® Jeddah (add) (RJ) 

Dubai. Muscat (RJ) 

22:10 Kuala Lumpur. Jakarta (Rj) 


Uppcrttowcr price in 6k per kg.. gi 


OUND: 

Princess Basnu Hospital 1021275555 

Greek Catholic Hospital (tC)272275 

Ibn Al Naiccs Hospital IU2 1247100 

AQABA; 

Princess Hava Hospital |R))3UI 1 1 


Other Flights (Terminal 2) 

10:00 Muscat. Doha (GF) 

I2s 2D Riyadh (SV) 

«£■» Sharqah(AH) 

»&15 Dubai (EK) 

17:00 Doha (07) 

17:50 Paris. Damascus (AF) 


Othar Flights (Terminal 2} 

*8:15 Beirut (ME) 

HkSS .... Abg Dhabi. Muscat (GF) 

• JMO Airier* (AH) 

1*5® Riyadh (SV) 

Dubai (EK) 

2,:0 ® Cairo (MS) 

02^9 Amsterdam (KL) 


Apple TOO (4W '?■_ 

Banana && ; 

Banana (Mukammar) — . -fiO- ' 

Cabbage 14) r * 

Carrot 220 ffi®. 

Cauliflower t- 

Cucumbers (targe) 200/ £50 _ 

Cucumbers (small) 400/3® . 



Grapc Fruit 280 1 life ^ 

Marrow (large) 180/ 

Marrow (small) 

On ion (green) — 

Onion (dry) 

Orange 

Pepper (h«) 11 

Pepper (sweet) 

Radish raog Sfe 

String Beans 


-y. wfT p -®* 
^ Ce ntre on ^ Hear 

00 Thursday at 

Mb, “ D ^ITAl 

^ *" * ■*£*??£* 

Roy: 




4,1 “e Royal Coltur 








Anerican Cei 
Al Samir at tit 


Fnnto 

showiag 

^ life Of -Vote 
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imams attend seminar 


an water conservation 


Special to the Jordan Times 


AMMAN — More than 250 
imams from mosques in and 
around Amman Wednes- 
day attended a seminar at 
tne Ministry of Water and 
Irrigation on the M Role of 
Imams in Water Conserva- 
tion Campaigns.” 

Sadiq Musa from the 


Ministry of a] Awqaf in his 
“Con 


lecture on the "Conserva- 
tion of Water in Islam’'' 
stressed the importance of 
raising awareness among 
lordanians of the religious 
obligation to conserve 
‘God-given resources," in- 
cluding water, already men- 
ioned in the Holy Koran. 

Munir Adgbam of the 
ordan Environment Socie- 


/ (JES), said he was hop- 
ig that the lecture given by 


m.' Secretary General of 
ie Ministry of Water and 
‘ rrigation. Dr. Mohammad 
! ani Hani, on water re- 
>urces in Jordan would de- 
lonstrate to the audience 
tat as a result of excessive 
id wasteful human con- 
imption, the goods God 
id provided were getting 
arcer by the day. 

"God provided, but we 
isused,” Mr. Adgham 
mmarised succinctly. 

He emphasised the valu- 
>le contribution members 
the religious establish- 
ent could make to the 
iter conservation cam- 
ign. 


sources. 

The project, carried out 
by the JES in cooperation 
with the United States 
Agency for International 
Development (USAID) 
and the Ministry of Water 
and Irrigation, started in 
June 1994. Other audiences 
targeted by the project so 
far were women in several 
cities throughout Jordan as 
well as university students 
in Amman. 

A seminar similar to the 
one held Wednesday will be 
organised for Christian cler- 
gy in Fuhais at. Easter. 

In all cases, the organis- 
ers pay particular attention 
to teaching attendants 
methods of spreading the 
message to others. This 
strategy has already shown 
results: in several cases, 
participants later organised 
a workshop on water con- 
servation in their own town. 

As a follow up to a work- 
shop for university students 
held at the JES in Amman 
in January, which de- 
veloped strategies to teach 
school children how to con-' 
serve water, over 30 school- 
children between the ages 
of nine and 13 have bran 
meeting at the JES for three 
consecutive Thursdays. The 
children are working on a 
play which they will show to 


fellow pupils, and are pro- 
: information material 


Since they reach out to a 
rge audience, Mr. Ad- 
am said he hoped that the 
tie of water conservation 
mid be the topic of many 
day sermons in mosques 
the following weeks. 
Die seminar is one of a 
ies of workshops and 
-etings organised by the 
S as part of the Water 
rareness Project aimed at 
ring public awareness of 
need to conserve Jor- 
a’s scarce water re- 


ducing 
for use in schools. 

The water awareness 
campaign win culminate in 
celebrations marking the' 
International Water Day on 
March, 22. Celebrations m 
Jordan mil span three days 
and will indude a pollution 
prevention seminar in coop- 
eration with the Chamber 
of Industry, the presenta- 
tion of case studies on the 
outcome of the series of 
workshops, an exhibit of 
asrt works on water pollu- 
tion and conservation and 
an open day at the Ministry 
of Water apd Irrigation. 


Jordan, Australia 
o discuss trade ties 


VIANET.) — r.Austra- 
Trade Minister Bob. Mac- 
tn is due here Saturday. 
18. for talks with Jorda- 
govemment officials and 
icssmen on promoting 
anian-Australian trade. 

« Jordanian Business- 
Association (JBA) said 
nesday that Mr. Macmil- 
and the accompanying 
gation of Australian 
nessmen will hold a 
ral meeting with Jor- 
ui businessmen Satur- 
hear the JBA chairman 
members' views and dis- 
prospects for promoting 
omic and trade coopera- 


JBA statement said that 
JBA chairman. Hamdi- 
iaa, will lead the Jorda- 
side to the discussions 
the Australian team 
h is expected to include 
^enta lives of major Au- 
ian firms dealing with the 
cering of meat and lives- 
. engineering, consiiltan- 
:rvices, banking, agricul- 
, refrigeration services, 
y products, foodstuffs. 
:ric power, dams designs. 
:r resources, construc- 


tion, rEij{&tioft--&Bd others. 

During iais.visit to Jordan, 
Mr. Magojitian is also ex- 
pecte&ito lead his country’s 
team to the joint Jordan ian- 
■ Australian Trade Committee 
to explore further scopes of 
trade and economic coopera- 
tion. 

Australia sells Jordan a 
range of goods which in- 
cludes mainly livestock, 
meat, rice and dairy pro- 
ducts, estimated at $60 mil- 
lion, and buys Jordanian 
phosphate and fertilisers, 
estimated last year at $10 mil- 
lion. 

Ways to adjust the balance 
of trade between the two 
countries are also expected to 
figure in the talks, according 
to an Australian embassy 
official. 

Mr. Macmillan is also ex- 
pected to formally open a 
regional office for the Au- 
stralian Meat and Livestock 
Corporation (AMLC) lo- 
cated on Jabal Amman. 

The office will assume the 
task of promoting Australian 
livestock and meat sales in 
Jordan and other countries in 
the Middle East. 


VHAT’S GOING ON 


: following listings are compiled from monthly bulletins 
I the daily Arabic press. Readers are advised to verify 
listed time and place with the concerned institutions. 


FILM 


Film entitled “Native Son” at the American Center on 
Thursday 2:30 p.m. 


PLAYS 


Play (in Arabic) entitled “The Chap of Samarkand' at 
the Royal Cultural Centre at 8:00 p.m. 

?lay fin Arabic) entitled “Ye Who Are Hearing” at the 
loyal Cultural Centre on Thursday at 9:00 p.m. 


OUD RECITAL 


recital by Jala! A1 Wandi at the Phoenix Gallery for 
and Art on Thursday at 8 KM) p.m. 



CONCERT 


by the Iraqi Danah band at the Royal Cultural 
on Thursday at 9:00 p.m. 


EXHIBITIONS 


photo exhibition at the Friends of Archaeology Center, 
^ubition of paintings under glass entitled “Oriental 
jots” by Fatiba Rabun at the Royal Cultural Centre. 
Young America” exhibit (with photographs f eaturing 
mericans of all ages) at the American Center. 
diibitHW of works by Qasim Ai Samir at the Housing 
mk Complex Gallery. 

x>k exhibition at the Royal Cultural Centre. 
fhitw inn of the works of Lebanes e artist Amin AJ 
jsba at Darat AI Fumrn. Abo showing works by 
ntemporary Arab artists. 

locational works depicting the life of “Voltaire" at the 
each Cultural Centre. 



House report tackles Audit Bureau’s 
parliamentaria ns ’ right to visit prison inmates 


By Elia NasraBah 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The Lower 
House of Parliament 
Wednesday reaffirmed the 
right of Parliament members 
to visit prisons and examine 
the conditions of inmates, 
and decided to send a par- 
liamentary committee to the 
Swaqa prison for this pur- 
pose. 

The House’s stand was 
announced by its Speaker 
Saad Hayel Stout who read 
oat a report by a special 
committee formed to ex- 
amine a complaint by Islamic 
Action Front (IAF) deputies 
that they were barred from 
visiting prisoners. 

The seven-member com- 
mittee led by Mr. Srour said 
in the report that they had 
held a meeting with Interior 
Minister Salameh Ham mad 
and IAF deputies Hamzefa 
Mansoor, Bassam Emoush 
and Abdul Rahim Ekour and 


beard tbeir views concerning 
the complaint 

The report said that Parlia- 
ment members have all the 
right to visit prisons and re- 
formatory centres with the 
purpose of examining the 
conditions of detainees and 
inmates. 

It said that the visits can be 
made after consultations with 
the interior minister who 
ought to make arrangements 
for them. 

Referring to the IAF com- 
plaint, the report said that 
the IAF Parliament members 
had requested the minister 
for permission to visit and 
secured his approval; be had 
instructed the Swaqa prison 
officials to welcome the de- 
puties but regrettably, the 
Parliament members were 
barred by prison officials 
from seeing the inmates dur- 
ing their two visits to the 
prison. 

The report also voiced the 
IAF members' protest 


against the interior nrinister’s 
statement m the House, in 
which he said that certain 
- deputies were trying to se- 
cure political gams from fob 
issue and that they were 
offending the country’s secur- 
ity services. 

The report also voiced pro- 
test against the Jordan Radio 
and Television for broadcast- 
. ing foe minister’s statement, 
in full without cancelling 
those parts which were consi- 
dered offending to foe de- 
puties’ feelings and which 
had been cancelled from the 
House’s official records upon 
the speaker’s instructions. 

The report reaffirmed the 
need for ensuring complete 
confidence between the ex- 
ecutive and legislative au- . 
thorities and announced that 
the committee was organising 
a visit to Swaqa prison in foe 
company of IAF members 
and other deputies. 

The House later started 
discussing a report by its Fi- 


nance Committee, which in- 
cluded detailed reports by the 
Audit Bureau for -1992 and 
1993. 

The report stressed that 
the committee has discovered 
general weakness in the 
administration and perform- 
ance of government depart- 
ments ana incompetence on 
the part of the employees. 

The report referred to the 
Finance Ministry's practice of 
giving loans to firms operat- 
ing at a loss, noting that until 
the end of last year such loans 
amounted to JD120 million, 
and called for a better system 
for collecting dues to the 
state treasury. 

The report referred to foe 
losses of Royal Jordanian 
(RJ). which until the end of 
1993 amounted to JD143.9 
million, and called for 
prompt action to enable RJ 
to collect JD64.4 million due 
to the airline. 

The report also pointed out 
that contractors carrying out 


government projects were 
slow in finishing them and 
recommended that thorough 
feasibility studies be made, 
before the start of any pro- 
ject. 

The report pointed to prac- 
tices of embezzlements and 
frauds of public funds, as 
included in the Audit 
Bureau's reports, and recom- 
mended that the government 
take steps to safeguard public 
funds. 

The report referred to 
violations of government reg- 
ulations concerning the 
appointment of government 1 
employees and recom- 
mended that the inspection 
and control bureau be given 
wider authorities to control 
the appointments proce- 
dures. 

The report recommended 
that foe Central Bank of Jor- 
dan should come under the 
jurisdiction of the Audit 
Bureau since it is a public 
organisation. 


Journalists feel Arab 
culture aspect neglected 
in draft for social summit 


By Sa’eda Kitani ' 
Special to the Jordan Times 


AMMAN — Prominent 
Arab journalists expressed 
tbeir disappointment when, 
at a U.N. meeting Wednes- 
day, they were asked to 
offer suggestions for a draft 
Arab declaration that had 
already been drawn. 


conferences, they are only 
some sort of ornament the 
U.N. uses to promote it- 
self,” Mr. AJ Qallab said. 
‘‘Anyone can write the dec- 
laration itself in an hour's 
time." 


Fifteen journalists repre- 
senting leading Arabic 


met at Forte 
lotel upon an in- 
vitation from the Economic 
and Social Commission for 
Western Asia (ESCWA) to 
discuss foe Arab draft prop- 
osal and plan of action that 
wOi be presented to the 
World Summit on Soda] 
Development to be held in 
Copenhagen in March. 

They said the meeting 
came a bit late. Salah Eddin 
Hafez, from the leading 
Egyptian ATAhram news- 
paper, said • the general 
framework of foe declara- 
tion had already been 
drawn and if there were 
going to be any changes or 
modifications to the docu- 
ment they would only be 
marginal. 

“And even if there are 
ting to be modifications ... 
e Western countries do 
not meet their commit- 
ments, especially concern- 
ing development aid prog- 
rammes in developing 
countries," Mr. Hafez said. 

Saleh AI Qallab, a col- 
umnist at the Jordanian dai- 
ly AI Dustour, vehemently 
criticised foe meeting and 
said it was useless. 

“I do not believe in these 


George Qusseifi, 
ESCWA’s representative at 
the conference, said foe 
draft declaration has not 
been endorsed yet as the 
Arab ministers of social de- 
velopment presented the 
document to the Arab 
countries without ratifying 
it. 

But journalists said the 
document does not give 
appropriate attention to 
cultural specifics. Mr. 
Hafez said the spirit of the 
declaration was foreign to 
foe majority of the member 
countries to the meeting. 

“It imposes the same okl 
.(western) model to solve 
problems in developing- 
countries, overlooking 
cultural 'differences," Mr. 
Hafez said. 


If mosques are not used 
and activated, such declara- 
tions “will be confined to 
the elite aides without be- 
nefitting the poor,” he 
added. 

Khalil AI Banna, from 
the Ministry of Sodal De- 
velopment, defended the 
declaration and catted on 
participants not to reject 
everything that comes from 
the West. 

“We should not be clos- 
ing the doors in front of 
universal thinking. There 
are some points that might 
be in contradiction with our 
beliefs ... but foe draft dec- 
laration is excellent," Mr. 
AI Banna said. 


Fihmi Huweidi, a prom- 
inent Egyptian writer, said 
there was a noticeable abs- 
ence of Arab culture and 
civilisation dimensions from 
the draft declaration. 
According to the Islamist 
writer, the successful solu- 
tion to the social problems 
in the Arab World would be 
to relay the responsibilities 
of sodal development to AI 
Waqf Department. 

“Mosques are only used 
now for praying while his- 
torically they bad an educa- 
tional role as well as a sodal 
one,” the writer said. 


Earlier daring the meet- 
ing, the United Nations re- 
sident representative in 
Amman, Osman Hashem, 
said the purpose of the two- 
■dayseminar was- to engage 
journalists in. the prepara- 
tions for the social summit! 

He said foe objective of 
such a meeting was to focus 
light on important issues 
that are the cornerstone for 
global development. 

Dr. Hashem said the 
U.N. hopes such a meeting 
would enhance the Arab 
countries' role at foe sum- 
mit. 


ESCWA’s Secretary 
General Hazem Biblawi 
said the media had an im- 
portant role in increasing 
people's awareness regard- 
ing sodal problems. He 
urged media organisations 
to provide more space and 
time to discussing social 
issues. 


Jordan to start pipeline project to 
bring in 20 mcm of water annually 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 


AMMAN — Jordan plans 
to start building a 3.5- 
kQometre pipeline to bring 
20 million cubic metres of 
water annually from the 
border with Israel to the 
northern areas of foe King- 
dom in two weeks, a senior 
Jordanian negotiator said 
Wednesday. 

The pipeline, which will 
cost JD 3.5 million, will be 
ready by end of May/early 
June so that Jordan would 
start getting the water dur- 
ing the summer, said 
Munther Haddadin, the' 
Kingdom's senior-most 
negotiator in water-related 
issues with Israel. 

The Ministry of Water 
aqd Irrigation will be in 


charge of the project. 

The 20 million cubic 


metres of I^ake IT 
wafe^ ’’Jordan would 1 


pipeline are 

^art of! the additional $t5 
million cubic metres per 


year that the Kingdom is 
ler foe Oct. 


entitled to under 
26 peace treaty It signed 
with Israel. 

The pipeline will be the 
first new water project to 
be built under the peace 
treaty. 

The actual receipt by the 
Kingdom of its full share of 
water as acknowledged and 
accepted by Israel in foe 
peace treaty depends on 
the completion of dams, 
diversion structures. and a 
desalination plant. This 
could take up to two years. 

In the meantime, Israel is 
expected to aocept interim 


arrangements for Jordan to 
receive part of tire quantity 
agreed upon in the peace 
treaty. 

In addition to the pipe- 
line, Jordan will afro' re- 
ceive eight million cubic 
metres of water between 
May 15 and Oct. 15 from 
the Yarmouk River after 
Israel reduces its diversion 
of water from the river to 
12 million cubic metres per 
year from foe present 20 to 
22 million cubic metres. 
Dr. Haddadin told the Jor- 
dan Times. 

During the summer, 
Israel will afro divert 10 
million cubic metres of 
drinking water from the 
Jordan Valley, and this wa- 
ter will be pumped to lrbki 
and Amman, Dr. Hadda- 
din said. . 

meetings '.with' their 
Israeli counterparts at Beit 
Shcau this week, Jordanian 
negotiators headed by Dr. 
Haddadin reached agree- 
ment on launching feasibil- 
ity studies for a. dam to be 
constructed on the Yar- 
mouk River in the AI 
Addassiyeh area. 

Under the accord, the 
Jordan Valley Authority 
(JVA) was designated as 
the project manager and 
coordinator. 

Israel bad wanted tire 
project to be “jointly” 
managed and “we made it 
dear that there cannot be 
two bodies as heads of the 
lect,” Dr. Haddadin 


of the project is estimated 
to cost around JD 10 mil- 
lion, he said. 

During the meeting, it 
was afro agreed that Jordan 
would take charge of pro- 
jects to store water mi tire 
River Jordan and adjacent 
valleys. 

Artide H of foe annex on 
water of tire peace treaty 
says that Jordan and Israel 
“shall cooperate to build a 
diversion/storage dam on 
the Yarmouk lover directly 
downstream of tire Adas- 
siyeh diversion. 

“The purpose is to im- 
prove foe diversion' effi- 
ciency into the King Abdal- 
lah Canal of the water 
allocation of the Hashemite 
of Jordan, and 
ily foe diversion of 
*s allocation of the 
river water". 

The two sides also agreed 
to build another water stor- 
age fatuity oq.th^ Jqjjiap 
River, along the border, 
between tire confluence" of 
the Yarmouk'' and Jordan 
rivers and the confluence of 
foe River Jordan with Wadi 
Yabis. 

Tire two water facilities. 


designated as joint pro- 
*■" ' 'at $100 


The diversion structure 


jects, are estimated 
million arid tire diversion of 
water from foe facilities to 
each other’s 'territory will 
be at the cost of the respec- 
tive sides. 

Feasibility studies on foe 
projects will be conducted 
under financing extended 
by foe European Union 
(EU) and, subject to the' 
results of foe studies, foe 
EU will also finance tire 
construction of the pro- 
jects. 


Charities 
encouraged 
to work 


in rural areas 

AMMAN (Petra) — The 
Ministry of Social Develop- 
ment has adopted a policy of 


encouraging the creation of 
liable and voluntary 


charita! 
orga nis at io ns in foe rural re- 
gions, and societies specialis- 
ing in dealing with specific 
sectors, according to ministry 
Secretary-General Suleiman 
Rousan Wednesday. 

Out of a total of 733 
societies registered with the 
ministry, only 318 are operat- 
ing in the rural and badia 
regions of Jordan, noted Mr. 
Rousan. 

He said that tire specialised 
societies account for 10 per 
cent of tire total number of 
societies, while foe rest are 
multi-purpose societies, 
adding that from the total 
number 102 are women 
societies. 

The ministry has allocated 
JD 260,000 to help finance 
voluntary and charitable, 
societies' services and prog- 
rammes this year, said Mr. 
Rousan. adding that the 
ministry is in foe process of 
entrusting the National Aid 
Fond (NAJF) with the task of 
providing assistance to the 
poor, tire orphans and the 
handicapped, thus relieving 
foe charitable societies of this 
burden auw*iu£ uitm 
specialise in their work and 
serve specific purposes. 

Referring to help coming 
from other sources to the 
charitable societies. Mr. 
Rousan said that non- 


governmental organisations 
Ske Care, the Middle E 


East 

Foundation and the Employ- 
ment and Development Fund 
are currently financing 42 
income-generating projects. 


Ministry official tackles 


tawjihi, school premises, 


literacy rate 


DEIR ABI SAEED (Petra) 
— Starting with the 1997 
scholastic year, only students 
who want to pursue higher 
education will have to sit for 
the tawjihi examination, 
according to Ministry of 
Education Secretary General 
[Munther AJ Masri. 

Addressing a meeting held 
here to discuss the tawjihi 
examinations at foe end of 
foe secondary school level. 
Dr. Masri said that students 
who complete their secon- 
dary term will continue to be 
issued school certificates 
needed for their work pur- 
poses in accordance with spe- 
cific conditions. 

Referring to foe tawjihi 
examination system. Dr. 
Masri said that foe ministry, 
which organises foe tawjihi 
examination for government 
and private schools, has not 
yet taken a final decision on 
whether the examinations 
will continue to be taken 
twice a year, in January and 
May. or only once, at the end 
of foe school term in tire 
summer. 

In foe course of determin- 
ing whether to retain foe 
present system or shift to a 
once -a-y car exam for tawjihi 
students, the ministry recent- 
con ducted a survey on 
ilies who have children in 
the top secondary class and 
found out that 50 per cent 
preferred to retain foe pre- 
sent system and SO per cent 
opted for the once-a-year 
tawjihi examination. 

Several speakers presented 
their views at the meeting, 
jsome of whom stressing that 


the tawjihi examination 
should not be taken as a 
criterion for admitting stu 
dents at universities. 

Dr. Masri referred to the 
Ministry of Education’s drive 
to improve foe present edu- 
cational system, noting that 
tire ministry is determined to 
dispose of rented school 
buildings. 

Over the past five years, he 
said, foe ministry has suc- 
ceeded in reducing from 50 
per cent to 12 per cent its 
dependence on rented build- 
ings. 

He afro said that the minis- 
try was going ahead with a 
programme to upgrade 
teachers' qualifications, not- 
ing that it still has to upgrade 
the level of some 20,000 
teachers. 

Referring to adult educa- 
tion, be said that by the year 
2000 the ministry hopes to 
have reduced illiteracy from 
24 per cent to eight per cent 
through adult education and 
literacy classes. 

Referring to housing for 
teachers, he said that foe 


ministry's special housing 
fund has received a JD 20 


U 


million interest-free loan 
from the government to be 
re-lent to teachers wishing to 
build their own houses. 

Furthermore, the ministry 
has secured a JD 180 million 
World Bank loan to help 
finance the current stage m 
the educational development 
plan, according to Dr. Masri. 

Present at foe meeting 
were teachers, school direc- 
tors and ministry officials in 
foe Jordan Valley. 




Deputies Ahmad Qudah, 
Ahmad Kofahi, Abdul Raz- 
zak Tnbefrhat and Bassam 
Emoush demanded that foe 
Audit Bureau be given wider 
authority to control public 
spending and urged the 
House to speed up work on a 
draft law to hold accountable 
persons - amassing fortunes 
through illegitimate means 
and to deal with economic 

crimes. . 

In reply to deputies’ _ re- 
marks, Prime Minister Sharif 
Zeid Ben Shaker suggested 
that a special workshop be 
organised where specia lis t s 
can scrutinise the Audit 
Bureau’s reports and draw up 
a practical mechanism for 
deating wifo tire violations. 

The prime minister stres- 
sed that the government was 
determined to deal with all 
corruption cases, saying that 
any person proven to have 
abused his authorities or. got 
involved in corruption cases 
win be referred to trial. 
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N. Ireland Protestants ! Heavy casualties reported in Cambodian fighting 


ssail Anglo-Irish plan 


BELFAST (Agencies) — 
Protestant members of par- 
liament from Northern Ire- 
land's biggest party attacked 
the British government 
Wednesday for reporting a 
breakthrough in drafting the 
next steps of an Anglo-Irish 
peace plan for the province. 

think there is a very 
serious danger that the gov- 
ernment has made a massive 
misjudgement of the situa- 
tion despite the numerous 
warnings and advice they 
have been given over the 
months,” David Trimble of 
the Ulster Unionist Party 
(UUP) said. 

Mr. Trimble, whose party 
wants Northern Ireland to 
stay British, said he feared 
that a plan reviewed by the 
two governments Tuesday 
could set up corss-border 
bodies that would be tanta- 
mount to a reunification of 
Ireland. 

3ut he stopped short of 
threatening to bring down 
British Prime Minister John 
Major's embattled minority 
government, a threat the 
UUP has made in the past 
two weeks as work on the 
Anglo-Irish plan has 
gathered pace. 

“We are quite prepared to 
cooperate. We are even pre- 
pared in the right circumst- 
ances to look at cross-border 
bodies, but we are not pre- 
pared to enter into united 
Ireland political institutions.” 
Mr. Trimble told BBC radio. 

He was reacting to a joint 
statement by Britain and Ire- 
land Tuesday after ministers 
reported a breakthrough in 
drafting a so-called 
framework document laying 
down proposed guidelines for 
constitutional change for 
their Northern Ireland peace 
plan. 

A bitter Trimble com- 
plained that the UUP. the 
largest party in the province. 


had asked to be consulted 
about the drawing up of the 
document and said that his 
group would boycott ail-party 
talks which are due to be held 
on the basis of the plan. 

“There is absolutely no 
point going to discuss a 
menu, all of the items of 
which are unpalatable. You 
are sending people the wrong 
signals.” 

A Unionist boycott of all- 
party talks Britain and Ire- 
land are hoping to convene 
would be a body blow for the 
peace process the two gov- 
ernments started with their 
December 1993 Downing 
Street Declaration. 

The talks are supposed to 
bring together Irish national- 
ists, who want the province 
reunited with Ireland, and 
Unionists to work out a new 
“agreed Ireland” and end 25 
years of political and secta- 
rian conflict. 

British Northern Ireland 
Secretary Sir Patrick Mayhew 
and Ireland's foreign minis- 
ter. Dick Spring, said they 
had made “encouraging 
progress” and held out the 
prospect of a landmark 
Anglo-Irish summit to unveil 
the plan “shortly." 

Publication of their so- 
called framework document 
will end months of specula- 
tion during which unionist 
politicians have threatened to 
bring down the British gov- 
ernment. 

Mr. Spring, declaring that 
there was now “light at the 
end of the tunnel,” appealed 
to both Protestants and 
Catholics not to prejudge the 
document until it is pub- 
lished. which Sir Patrick said 
could be as early as next 
week. 

It is expected to propose 
changes to rival British and 
Irish claims to Northern Ire- 
land as well as the establish- 
ment of cross-border bodies 


to cooperate on trade and 
investment and break down 
needless economic and 
national frontiers. 

But Unionists fear such 
bodies could push them into 
the orbit of Dublin, despite 
assurances from both the Ir- 
ish and British governments 
that nothing will change the 
province without majority 
consent. 


“It is not a blueprint to be 
imposed. But rather a basis 
for discussion leading to 
agreement among all partici- 
pants to talks,” a joint state- 
ment said 

More than 40 per cent of 
Britons think it would be 
wrong for Britain and Ireland 
to press ahead with plans for 
all-Ireland executive bodies 
without the support of Ulster 
Unionists, according to a poll 
in Wednesday’s Guardian. 

Forty-three per cent said 
that any such plans included 
in a forthcoming framework 
document should go ahead 
“only if the Unionist parties 
agree” and 26 per cent said 
“whether the Unionists agree 
or not,” in the Guardian/ 
[CM poll of 1 ,427 adults car- 
ried out on Feb. 10 and 11. 

The findings will streng- 
then the hands of the Union- 
ists, who want to see North- 
ern Ireland stay firmly under 
British rule, said the paper. 

On Tuesday night three 
leading Unionists sent a five- 
page letter to British Prime 
Minister John Major saying 
they could not enter all-party 
talks on the basis of a 
“nationalist agenda” set out 
in the framework document. 

Their letter followed a 
meeting in which Mr. Major 
foiled to reassure them that 
he was not planning to im- 
pose a “blueprint” for peace 
on them. 

Instead, the document 
would be the basis for further 
negotiation, he said. 


PHNOM PENH (R) - 
Wounded soldiers said 
Wednesday the Cambodian 
army had suffered hundreds 
of casualties, most of them in 
mine blasts, in a drive against 
Khmer Rouge guerrillas in 
the for northern province of 
Preah Vihear. 

“The new strategy of the 
Khmer Rouge includes plant- 
ing a lot of new mines," said 
a senior government official 
with dose knowledge of the 
fighting. 

“The problem for the sol- 
diers now is a mine prob- 
lemthe Khmer Rouge are 
trying to increase the laying 
of mines and (bamboo) 
spikes," he told Reuters. 

A colonel^ just returned 
from fighting in Preah 
Vihear, in which be said 
more than 3,000 government 
soldiers were involved, said 
casualties since January were 
in the hundreds. 

“Everywhere mines. Not 
so many soldiers are getting 
killed in fighting, but many 
are killed from mines," said 


the colonel, who asked not to 
be named. 

“Since November, hun- 
dreds of soldiers have been 
killed or wounded on the 
Preah Vihear battlefield. Tbe 
ones who are killed are cre- 
mated there," said Kruoch 
Sareun, 25, a soldier based in 
Preah Vihear. 


for another two years all the 
soldiers there will die." said a 
28-year-old company com- 
mander called lam. 

He was wounded in the left 
arm in a dash with Khmer 
Rouge near a recently cap- 
tured rebel base at Preah 
Prolei. 20 km (12 miles) west 
of Preah Vihear Temple. 


tured by the government last 

K and then retaken by the 
ist guerrillas. 

“There’s fighting every day 
around Preah Vihear Temple 
and Anlong Veng. Every day 
five or six' soldiers are ititted 
or wounded in my area, 
mostly by mines/’ Chhem 
Seung said. 


Widow scoops 

highest-over 
Individual 
lottery prize f 


Kruoch Sareun had his 
right arm blown off above the 
elbow while trying to defuse a 
booby-trapped landmine. 

Hospital records shown to 
Reuters Wednesday listed 
more than 170 wounded sol- 
diers admitted to the Phnom 
Penh military hospital since 
Jan. 1. 


The guerrillas have laid 
mines on the approaches to 
the temple, which sits atop 
the Dapgrek Mountains 
straddling the Thai- 
Cambodian border. It was 
captured by the Khmer 
Rouee in 1993. 


Hospital officials said most 
of the injured were mine 
casualties and that there had 
been a sharp increase in the 
flow of wounded from the 
northern front this month. 

One officer wounded by 
Khmer Rouge rifle fire said 
the fighting was taking place 
in difficult terrain. 

“If this fighting keeps chi 


The 10th century temple, a 
potent symbol of Khmer 
nationalism, was tbe subject 
of a bitter ownership dispute 
with Thailand, which the 
World Court decided in Cam- 
bodia's favour in 1962. 

Other casualties, again 
mostly from mines, have 
been reported from a second 
front dose to the Khmer 
Rouge’s main northern base 
at Anlong Veng, briefly cap- 


Manila orders forces strengthened in Spratlys 


MANILA (R) — Philippine 
President Fidel Ramos 
Wednesday ordered a streng- 
thening of the nation’s milit- 
ary and naval forces on the 
disputed Spratly Islands and 
increased surveillance of a 
reef occupied by China. 

“I have ordered the De- 
partment of Defence to 
strengthen, within our li- 
mited capabilities, our de- 
tachments and our naval pre- 
sence in the Kalayaan Group 
and to intensify its aerial sur- 
veillance over Panganiban 
Reef,” Mr. Ramos said in a 
statement after a meeting of 
the National Security Coun- 
cil. 

He said the Philippines was 


also lodging a strong di- 
plomatic protest with China 


over its building of substan- 
tial structures on the Panga- 
niban Reef, the Philippine 
name for Mischief Reef in the 
South China Sea. 

The Philippine president, a 
former aimed forces com- 
mander, gave no details of 
the defence buildup but said 
Manila would exhaust all di- 
plomatic options to resolve 
the “emerging crisis” before 
doing anything else. 

Although Mr. Ramos saw 
no reason for undue alarm, 
he added, “at the same time 
we all realise that, while hop- 
ing for the best, we must 
prepare for the worst," he 
did not elaborate. 

Manila released pictures 
last week showing that China 
had deployed ships and built 


a series of structures on stilts 
on the reef, which is 135 
nautical miles west of the 
Philippine island of Palawan. 

“Our government can 
come to no other conclusion 
but that the Chinese have 
established a new outpost 
and a possible naval support 
installation well within and in 
the middle of our exclusive 
economic zone," he said. 

China and the Philippines, 
are among six nations that 
claim all or part of the Sprat- 
lys. a series of small islands 
and reefs that are considered 
potentially rich in oil and gas. 

Mr. Ramos said China had 
given an official explanation 
that the occupation was 
ordered by low-level person- 
nel acting “without tbe know- 


ledge and conseot of the 
Chinese government". 

But Manila, which learned 
of China’s action last month 
when Filipino fishermen de- 
tained by Chinese forces, be- 
lieved the issue was of con- 
cern to aU nations interested 
in the long-term stability of 
Che South China Sea, he said. 

Foreign Secretary Roberto 
Romulo, briefing reporters 
after the Security Council 
meeting, said China's 
occupation of the reef 
threatened the peace and sta- 
bility of the whole region. 

Pictures of China's installa- 
tions showed structures simi- 
lar to others it had built 
elsewhere in the South China 
Sea to reinforce its claim to 
all die islands. 


Lovers around the world celebrate Valentine’s Day 


Mexico’s Chiapas governor resigns 


TUXTLA GUTIERREZ, 
Mexico (AP) — The gov- 
ernor of Chiapas, beset by 
rebel calls for bis resignation, 
ended two months in office 
Tuesday by stepping down 
asking Zapatista insurgents 
to end their fighting. 

Gov. Eduardo Robledo 
Pancon also called for Roman 
Catholic Bishop Samuel 
Ruiz, who has been accused 
of collaborating with the re- 
bels, to stop. Neither the 
Zapatistas nor the bishop im- 
mediately responded. 

The Chiapas legislature 
approved his request to leave 
his office and named a feder- 
al congressman, Julio Cesar 
Ruiz Ferro, as interim gov- 
ernor. 

The significance of Mr. 
Robledo’s decision depends 
on rebel response, which be- 
cause of the remoteness of 
the Chiapas region could take 
days to become known. It 
was uncertain if his action 
would appease the rebels, 
who also want land reform 
and a withdrawal of array 
troops. 

The Zapatista National Li- 
beration Armv has deman- 


ded the resignation of Mr. 
Robledo, who they said was 
elected fraudulently. Mr. 
Robledo offered at bis De- 
cember inaugural to step 
down if the rebels disarm. 

Election observers said 
they saw some voting irregu- 
larities but found no evidence 
of widespread fraud. 

Mr. Robledo’s opponents 
contend Amado Avendano 
of the leftist Democratic Re- 
volutionary Party won the 
Aug. 21 election. They swore 
him in as the head of an 
“alternative government" in 
December. 

Mr. Avendano, a lawyer 
and newspaper publisher 
from San Cristobal De Las 
Casas, said Tuesday that Mr. 
Robledo's departure “helps 
relax the terrible climate of 
tension in Chiapas.” 

“But it is only one of the 
conditions," Mr. Avendano 
said. “We need peace in 
Chiapas, but we won't have 
peace until the soldiers go 
back to their barracks.” 

Tbe national government 
maintains Mi. Robledo’s 
status is a local affair. 
However, several governors 


were forced out by former 
President Carlos Salinas De 
Gortari. 

Mr. Robledo said he acted 
independently. “Now it is up 
to the rest to contribute to 
the re-establishment of peace 
and social order in Chiapas," 
he said. 


President Ernesto Zedillo 
asketf the rebel leader, Sub- 
comm and ante Marcos, to 
clarify his intent to find a 
peaceful solution. Mr. Zedil- 
lo said be would order the 
army to avoid confrontation 
with the rebels. 


Tbe Zapatistas began fight- 
ing in Chiapas on Jan. 1, 
1994, demanding rights and 
services for the region’s im- 
poverished Indians. More 
than 145 people were killed 
before a ceasefire 12 days 
later. 


LONDON (R) — More 
starry-eyed lovers than ever 
celebrated St. Valentine’s 
Day Tuesday, with gifts of 
red roses, candle-lit dinners 
and mile-high marriage prop- 
osals. 

And that meant a worl- 
dwide shortage of red roses. 

Russian lovers, suddenly 
flush after decades of com- 
munism, bought thousands of 
tbe flowers, driving prices 
beyond even the inflated 
levels traditional around St. 
Valentine’s Day. 

In Asia, the annual festival 
had added piquancy because 
it coincided for the first time 
in 19 years with the Chinese 
calendar's version of St. 
Valentine's Day. 

Lantern Festival, which 
falls on the 15th day of the 
first lunar month, was once 
the only day of the year when 


end of its newscast. 

The streets of the Ukrai- 
nian capital Kiev were full of 
men carrying bouquets of 
flowers — even though a 
single rose at the main mar- 
ket cost 300,000 karbovanets 
($2) — compared to the aver- 
age monthly wage of less than 
S20. 

Tbe hugely-inflated price 
of red roses — the flowers the 
.goddess of love Aphrodite 
placed in the tomb of her 
dead lover — foiled to daim 
pen the ardour of the world's 
flower-buying lovers. 

Young Chinese men, en- 
riched by 16 years of market 
reforms, were buying them 
by the dozen at up to 30 yuan 
($3.50) each. 

In Hong Kong, the ena- 


moured were paying double 
the usual price for a flower 


young Chinese couples were 
allowed to walk alone 


Under pressure from the 
military and investors to re- 
solve the conflict in Chiapas, 
Mr. Zedillo’s government au- 
thorised a major aimy push 
into the rebels’ territory 
Thursday. 

The army offensive worries 
human rights groups. 


together. 

Russia and many other for- 
mer Soviet countries have 


only recently adopted St. 
Valentine's Day from the 


West. 

“flease don't forget that 
St. Valentine's Day is a day 
for lovera. Try to be more 
gjefltie to each other." Rus- 
sian Television said at the 


the usual price for a flower 
arrangement. 

But in the United States, a 
television show warned that 
the gift of red roses could 
cany a serious health risk. 

An untold number of the 
60 million roses imported 
from flowers farms in Col- 
ombia, where half of the 
blooms imported for Valen- 
tine’s Day came from, were 
coated with the residue of 
dangerous cancer-causing 
pesticides, it said. 


The report quoted a tox- 
icologist, Dr. Samuel Ep- 
stein, as saying that being 
near the blossoms presents “a 
significant risk of cancer and 
a significant risk of birth de- 
fects." 

Meanwhile a group calling 
itself the American Gender 
Society was calling for a “just 
don’t do it, America," 
national, day of celibacy. 

. The American Gender 
Society wants to see St. 
Valentine’s Day replaced by 
a St. Uncumber Day.” 

St. Uncumber was a Portu- 
guese princess who prayed 
that she might become physi- 
cally repellent so she would 
not have to many the King of 
Sicily. Her prayers were 
answered when overnight she 
grew a full beard and mous- 
tache. Her angry father then 
bad her crucified. 


family's makeshift home in 
an elementary school gymna- 
sium. 

The celebrations even got 
grudging approval from the 
sceptical authorities of Singa- 
pore, where a record 1,099 
couples planned to many on 
St. Valentine's Day. 


' “Western practice is not in 
itself pariah. It is only so if 
the values it imparls are du^- 
bious,” said the pro- 
government Straits Times 
newspaper, commenting on 
the marriage marathon. 

The London Times news- 
paper said 50 men intended 
to propose in the clouds dur- 
ing a 1,000 pound ($1,565) a 
head flight over the Bay of 
Biscay in the supersonic air- 
liner Concorde. 


In Japan’s earthquake- 
ravaged town of Kobe, 
volunteers pedalled bicycles 
through the ruined streets to 
deliver St. Valentine’s Day 
chocolates to surprised re- 
fugees. 

“I feel deeply moved that 


people haven't forgotten us 
here after a month in tbe 
shelter," said 64-year-old 
Sakae Onishi after “Opera- 
tion Res-Cupid” visited her 


In the tiny town of Saint- 
Vakntine in western France, 
dozens of newly-wed and bet- 
rothed couples gathered to 
celebrate the day with a pro- 
cession, dancing and a com- 
petition for the “most lan- 
guorous kiss.” 

And in London, 100 Brit- 
ish couples, some of whom 
had met only moments ear- 
lier, cast aside their tradition- 
al reserve to take part in a 
five-minute-long kiss for 
charity. 


s Academy Award nominees set sights on Oscar gold 


LOS ANGELES (Agencies) 
— The movie studios that 
produced such leading Oscar 
contenders as Forrest Gump 
and Pulp Fiction wasted no 
time Wednesday in mounting 
full-scale campaigns to cash 
in on their films' success. 

The names of this year’s 
Academy Award nominees 
had hardly rolled off the pre- 
senters' lips at Tuesday's 
ceremony when studio publi- 
cists were putting together 
bold-faced newspaper ads 
touting the movies and actors 
on Hollywood's A-lisr. 

Given the potential to add 
millions of dollars to a 
movie's take at the box office 
and in video rentals, film 
industry executives were ea- 
ger to capitalise on the avalan- 


che of publicity generated by 
the promise of striking Oscar 
gold. 

The box-office hit Forrest 
Gump — which led the field 
with 13 nominations, one shy 
of the Oscar record set by All 
About Eve in 1950 — was 
being prepared for a re- 
release Friday on more than 
1.000 movie screens across 
the Unired States. 

In one of the strongest 
showings in Oscar history, 
Forrest Gump, the whimsical 
tale of a kind-hearted simple- 
ton and his dose brushes with 
fame, was nominated for 
Best Picture. Best Actor 
(Tom Hanks), Best Director 
(Robert Zemeckis) and Best 
Supporting Actor (Gary Si- 
nise). 


It was the first time a film 
has piled up 13 nominations 
since the 1966 classic drama 
Who’s Afraid Of Virginia 
Woolf? — a success all the 
more notable considering 
Gump drifted in Hollywood 
purgatory for eight years be- 
fore Paramount Pictures de- 
rided to produce it. 

Adding to the pre-Oscar 
hype. Hanks has emerged as 
the betting favourite to be- 
come one of an elite few who 
have won back-to-back Best 
Actor awards. 

“Forrest Gump rode a 
wave of baby-boomer nostal- 
gia to become the fourth- 
highest-grossing picture of all 
time with more than $300 
million in box-office receipts 
before it was pulled from 




theatres several weeks ago in 
preparation for its triumpant 
post-nomination return. 

But. as Oscar season shifts 
into high gear, the conten- 
ders that stand to reap the 
biggest gains — at least in 
percentage terms — are the 
smaller films. 

Also competing for best 
picture honours are: the 
ultra-violent satire Pulp Fic- 
tion. Robert Redford's Quiz 
Show, the prison drama The 
Shawshank Redemption and 
the British comedy Four 
Weddings And A Funeral. 

The awards will be handed 
out on March 27 at the shrine 
auditorium in a glitzy cere- 
mony that is expected to 
attract more than one billion 
television viewers worldwide. 

In the Ieadup to Holly- 
wood’s biggest show, Dis- 
ney's Miramax Films is ready 
to aggressively promote Pulp 
Fiction, which captured 
nominations for John Travol- 
ta for best actor. Quentin 
Tarantino for Best Director. 
Samuel Jackson for Best Sup- 


/yourf r i 

Herts! 


PULP 

FICTION 


Forrest 
I Gump 



THE 

SHAWSHANK! 


REDEMPTION 


* 

t. 


*$' 


M 


Academy of Motion Picture Arts and Sciences Best Picture for the 67th Annual Academy 
President Arthur Hiller (left) and actress Awards (AFP photo) 

Angela Bassett announce the nominations for 


porting Actor and Uma 
Thurman for Best Supporting 


This photo shows Actor John Travolta as Awards. Pulp Fiction w as also nominated for 
Vincent Vega in the movie Pulp Fiction, seven other awards including Best Picture and 
Travolta was nominated for Best Performance Best Director (AFP photo) 
by an Actor in the 67th Annual academy 


Actress. 

The film — a dark, bloody 
and strangely comical tale of 
hit men crusiing the under- 
world — has already pulled in 
a healthy S75 million in ticket 
receipts and is expected to do 
even better now that it has 
the Oscar stamp of approval. 

A big push is also expected 
for Miramax's box-office 
lightweights: Woody Allen's 
Bullets Over Broadway, 
which received seven 
nominations but has barely 
cracked $10 million in ticket 
sales and foreign-language 


nominee Strawberry Choco- 
late. a hit in its native Cuba 
but barely registering in the 
U.S. market. 

Hanks, last year’s winner 
for his role as an AIDS- 
infected attorney in Phi- 
ladelphia. faces tough com- 
petition not only from Tra- 
volta but from screen legend 
Paul Newman in Nobody's 
Fool." Morgan Freeman in 
The Shawshank Redemption 
and Nigel Hawthorne in The 
Madness Of King George. 

“I feel like I’ve rekindled 
my whole career," Travolta, 
a former teen heartthrob who 
was last nominated 17 years 
ago for Saturday Night Fev- 
er. said in an interview on 
ABC TV’s Good Morning 
America. 

The nominees for Best Ac- 
tress are two-time winner 
Jodie Foster for Nell, Jessica 
Lange for Blue Sky, Miranda 
Richardson for Tom Viv, 


Winona Ryder in Little 
Women and Susan Sarandon 
for The Client. 


Along with Zemeckis and 
Tarantino, the contenders for 
Best Director are Robert 
Redford for Quiz Show, 
Allen for Bullets Over 
Broadway and Polish director 
Krzysztof Kieslowski for 
Red. 


ated for Oscars in the Best 
Director. Best Original 
Screenplay and Best Cinema- 
tography categories. 


The other nominees for 
Best Foreign-Language film 
are Before The Rain from 
Macedonia. Burnt By The 
Sun from Russia. Eat Drink 
Man Woman from Taiwan 
and Farineili: II Casirato 
from Belgium. 

Meanwhile, it was just the 
kind of unexpected good 
news Polish director Krzysz- 
tof Kieslowski needed after 
hearing about car insurance 
rates in Poland. 

His film Red. the third 
part of a trilogy, was nomin- 


“l am glad the film got die 
nomination because it helps a 
film,” Kieslowski, 53. told 
the Associated Press in a 
telephone interview from his 
Warsaw apartment Tuesday. 

"Many people come to.see 
a film nominated for an 
Oscar and the reason to make 
films is to have people see 
them," the director said. 

The U.S. distributor of 
Red, Miramax, called Kies- 
lowski with the good news 
Tuesday afternoon, catching 
him between calls to his car 
insurance agent. 

“Yes, the news did 
sweeten that otherwise sad 
moment.” Kieslowski said, 
complaining about the high 
insurance rate for his French- 
made Renault Safrane. 



KIEL, Germany (AFP) 
63-year-old widow: 
smashed tbe record- 


“There are mines every- 
where," said tbe 35-year-old 
former Khmer Rouge guerril- 
la wounded in operations 
against his old comrade 
around Anlong Veng and 
now recovering after having 
his left leg amputated above 
the knee- 


highest individual ' 
Germany's National 
scooping more than 
Eon marks ($8.5 i 
organisers said Tuesday 
unnamed lucky winner 
lives • in the nort 


Schleswig-Holstein 
described the payout 


He said he trod on a mine 
doling a scouting mission 
close to Anlong Veng. 

Chhem Seung said be de- 
fected with 280 Khmer 
Rouge in tbe northern pro- 
vince of Siem Reap late last 
year and that along with 80 of 
His colleagues had been inte- 
grated into the Cambodian 
army and ordered back into 
action. 


described the payout “ 

vine intervention” 
learning die was the 
player with all rixV 
numbers in Saturday’ 
In December 19°* 
person syndicate 
mugs of 20.5 mQUon 
the most ever on a 
ticket 







Valentine’s Dj 
with a taste 
off Africa 


i*a Peruvian border! afro 


NEWPORT, England (AFPT^ I • ^ f C 
— A British woman who g a © 

her husband and three dgSem** 
dren for a Masai warrior shej f .JifW ,Agen ji r < 

met while on vacation Ie3“ e ' 


giefaid del 


cies> — 

1 r S O I 


Kenya last year married hejfj JJ?" serb-contron^- 
new lave era Valentine’s Day ’^ ^miM' ll3Ve - lve 
Cheriy Mason, 33, tied ifc Sffcr 
knot Tuesday wearing a traV aid d ^ ivene ; ' 
ditional red Masai gown SCj ^divest Bosnian re 
corated with prints of palm,- ** which 15 1 r “ c,n - 
trees. In the wedding in thki. - a U-N- spokesman 
town of the Isle of Wight, sb^'; t^esday. 
also sported a slew ofcy Nations High t-oro- 
bracelets and necklaces thafc^ ^ rr for Refugees 
were gifts from die family otR) spokesman Ron 
her fiance, D a vi ^ ^jaid: “We finally 
Lekunencho, 24. Ms. Maswt. gemem vesierdav tor 
met Mr. Lekunencho at j?* ^ of regular con- 
tourist hotel in the northeast:', week." 

Kenyan town of Sambari J ^ that a conu»> 
where he worked as a dancer*-,* a 04 tonnes of relict 
So smitten was Ms. MasotC. 3 ' 00 its wav 10 Bihac 
dial she left her husband anfe; underwent in- 
kids, moved back to Kenyi£. ® by Croatian Serb 
and lived with Mr'.'v SJ t &e Sisak check- 
Lekunencho in a hut. Thejr , ^ a Croatian con- 
moved back to England in;' ^ W re heading for 
November. ' J dv <ntuh of the 
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uKd that a eonu»> 
1 04 tonnes of relief 
joe its way to Bihac 
jacks underwent in- 
B by Croatian Serb 
jnke Si&ak check- 
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Scandalous 
Oscar gets 
abbey niche 


•October last year the 
3 has only managed 
iE humanitarian cor- 


rojtoSnpcapc.uer in 
te_w the nation speech 
*ikh mli rake- ^ 
JofcatfheChechenva 


9 f til 1 total of *70 ton- 

LONDON (AFP) — Osca* iJWco Bihac. instead 
Wflde, the Victorian wit and tonnes needed, 
writer who fell from st- 

over a homosexual relag£ s convoy arrived in 
tionship and died in povert#*H^® last Thursday 
in Para, got his revenge oil eAlNHCR will charter 
British society when a plaque— g — — — — 

“ w^SrTb^ldsldlsm hopes to.b 

ceremony in the 

•Poet’s Comet, where th6 ' C, ^k%«neie>^ — 
giants of English fiterature” Boris ) ch- 

are buried or commemo^' M 10 rKiore hit 
rated, was attended bifV ™usr credeatials and 
numerous British acting'^ ' I” 5 ™ jnp oa power in 
stars, including Sir John Gief ^ 5- ™ ™°n speech 
gud and Dame Jhdi Dench, ff . "J “ill take ^ 
took place 100 years to the ’’ 31 Chechen vj 

day after Wild’s most famous^ ^ 
play. Hie Importance OF, *>urces say \j r 
Being Earnest^ opened ufj* shaken 

London. The Irish-bom anv£ -^beava crisis, wiii 
tbor’s name adjoins those or” to economic 
Lord Byron and DJL Lawr-i* annual address 
ence, both of them no Strang ^ ,0r ngn and demer- 
gers to controversy, abowT, parliament and 
the tomb of Qneen Victoria’s;-; : ” ei °oe for the rest ,v 
favourite, Alfred Lord Teimyj J 
son. This year also marks th£ ‘ now tu ^ 
centenary of WDde’s anest ^Public siaeeermo 
after a libel action he took;, ^mit meetino 
against the Marquess og J®. also need! 

Queensberry, father of ^ ^Husioned rJ 
homosexual lover. Loro*, y’tod worried r->/’ 

Alfred “Bosie” Douglas* ^ that 
backfired against him. Otr , governino ~ r h 
May. 25, 1895, the author of J ;*$st country he 
The Picture Of Dorian Gray , '^dent's e , 
and Lady Windermere’s Mv ^dec^ a § e 
was sentenced to two yean ,. ^Joriins of ih^ °, ne 
hard labour for indecent be*,, i'^'taunr^VL 51 
haviour. He immortalised hfe ■ »hat yli r f e lhe 


cases ft ir.a. 
Mu^irr 

>vn: :r.s a r. 
pe.::e ‘.raria: 
Serrts relic*' ; 
tt.'r.s 

:ecop.r.::w 
Croatia, c: 

'Th:n^ ~ 

'•-ard 

M.r.!»:r> 
Catherine C\: 
rv«rters. 


winces sav \j r 

?rv.J U,horit > ^ken 
«nsis. uili 
famsclf to economic 
3® an annual address 

Wnand domes- 


^e d f 0re . 

rS** » Kill 

■W!f I rnin ? 

^S.L messa ? e 

im£S***- one 


experience and the scandal 
broke him. On release be 
went to Paris', where he }° a 

in 1900 at the age of 44.afflrT'*fiajne m • u ch am- 
was buried. The officials wfl’^Saiu h«L paru<:u ' 

WpcfminctAr A Kknu havr l’ 1 ®! A* . rtf 


tn5 m 3nd 

M do w «h 
W S Nezavisi. 


Westminster Abbey bav£.; jj* d ea |, of the Chechen 
stressed that Wflde is be<: Wj! M the The sS 

lents alone, regardless of b» T , e to tun culation is ri 
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“ ntrb cr-rte. 
troops, or. 
me ng ior.'i 

Mr. Ye.lv.' 
peered to ias: 
■*arr. manse j 
mem. offers- h 
reprieve. 

He ha> lure, 
aides :o ?,v 
ahead of th 
elections ar.d , 
to democracy. 

’Boris Ye-‘L< 
the Federal A 
the head of s:; 
tomorrow in 
sums up the 5 
of Russia's to; 
tor Ilyushin, 
top adviser. 
TASS neus a 
Mr. Yeltsin 
distance 
popular 
and signal the 
armv reforms. 

"The 
have given riw 
of problems c 
system 0 / stai 
army reforms.’ 
source told 1 
Agency. 

“He will ma 
analysis of 
approach to th< 
the Chechen 
The speech 


private life. 

Actress needs 
dark windows to 
change behind 


au£T ula ntv 




Minister Pavel 
■ s on the line 
approach to Q 
the works. 

A shaky tr 
heavy' arms in 


BANGKOK 
lar actress 


“ -Kind R 


opponents °f a Ibai gov^ j^ , 
men plan to limit the ase . 0 ^' I y , *ATp should 


tinted car windows, saying^ jc s Peci a i ’ ou,d 
people in tbe entotoiniderf> l jcaty 

industry needed to change®' j l ftboa» ^ .Vi- 
cars wWle on location. Trirat-. Jfo u, e it 

Rakkarndee said sher-'- cQ-^eian p gan, "sa- 
opposed the government ^n e h a remier 
proposal that starting ^ 5 P r op- 

month, car windows mask 5 ^ 
allow at least 50 per cent ofyi D ec uriiy 
sunlight through. 

times we have to get changed- i . \ jj Q ' ^ehaene 
in tire cars during a show.?- v' W , * "'ant 
is troublesome oeintr a . ed - iso- 


a show.?- & 71 

eimr a stat-i 


in Sunday’s Thal-language. Jc r 0 BM c ^nlarge- 
Dafly News as saying- .1^0 ea <Wi- 
enunent committee dus* 0 " ijj-i Pact 
by Prime Minister Cbuajjo ^ i ’ Special 
teekpai will met on Feb. 24 ' Placed on 
to review the regulati^^^ *>a’s 0wn 
prompted by po&e concei^Cj.^ ‘ 
about safety and crime p^. 

vention. Seme politicians gw ^Tp ^ a 
many car-owners say the J ol s . str 0 n E 

ulation wffl be a Bodice ** : 


illation wffl be a uce 
cor ru pt traffic police 


Last Decemb 
Boris Yeltsin so 
uproar at a Eure 
in Budapest by 
the partnershi] 
plan opening 
former Warsaw 
Jo join NATO 
Western efforr 
continent. Sevei 
jj*r. Foreign Mir 
Kozyrev refused 
agreement linkii 
the alliance. 

Although the 
w ere subsequer 
have been overa 
still is searching 
draw Poland, H 
Czech Republic s 
into full NATO 
w bile simultaneo 
a constructive 
with Moscow. 

"A stable wt 
tionship, consist 
logue and predict 
probably be crea 





Confusion reigns about key post 
in Peru-Ecuador border war 


Ecuadorean soldiers cheer at the military post of Condor 
Mirador, dose to the Peruvian border, after a ceasefire was 
to have come into force Tuesday at 1700 GMT. Peruvian 


President Alberto Ftyimori formally announced the ces 
fire late Monday, accepted by Ecuador (AFP photo) 


Relief aid deliveries to Bihac resume 


jENEVA (Agencies) — 
separatist leaders of 
Croatia's Serb-controlled 
J’ajina region have given the 
reen light for the resump- 
on of relief aid deliveries to 
ie northwest Bosnian region 
f Bifiac, which is facing 
inline; a U.N. spokesman 
ad Wednesday. 

United Nations High Com- 
issioner for Refugees 
JNHCR) spokesman Ron 
edmond said; “We finalised 
i agreement yesterday for 
e passage of regular con- 
95 each week." 

He noted that a convoy 
trying 94 tonnes of relief 
fl was on its way to Bihac. 
JFhc trucks underwent in- 
actions by Croatian Serb 
XJps at the Sisak check- 
int after a Croatian con- 
>1. They were heading for 
izin in the south of the 
clave. 

Since October last year the 
WCR has only managed 
send 12 humanitarian con- 
ys with a total of 870 ton- 
» of food to Bihac, instead 
the §,000 tonnes needed, 
•. Redmond said, 
rhf Jast convoy arrived in 
t region last Thursday. 
Hie UNHCR will charter 


another convoy Thursday to 
ship relief aid to Velika Kla- 
dusa, which is under the con- 
trol of Serb-backed Fikret 
Abdic, a Muslim leader in 
revolt against the Bosnian 
government. About 30,000 
civilians live in Velika Kladu- 
sa. 

Under Tuesday's agree- 
ment the UNHCR may send 
three humanitarian convoys a 
week to Cazin and one to 
Velika KJadusa, said Mr. 
Redmond. 

U.N. officials in Zagreb 
said two convoys with huma- 
nitarian aid for the civilian 
population and U.N. 
peacekeepers left the Croa- 
tian capital early Wednesday. 

The officials said some 
cases of malnutrition in the 
Muslim enclave were serious. 

Meanwhile France, pre- 
senting a new five-power 
peace initiative, will offer 
Serbia relief from U.N. sanc- 
tions later this week in return 
for recognition of Bosnia and 
Croatia, diplomats said 
Wednesday. 

“Things are moving for- 
ward," French Foreign 
Ministry spokeswoman 
Catherine Colonna told re- 
porters. 


The proposal will be put to 
Serbian President Slobodan 
Milosevic with a view to a 
ceremony of mutual recogni- 
tion by the three former 
Yugoslav republics at a Paris 
summit in March. 

The United States opened 
the way for the initiative by 
the five-nation contact group, 
which also indudes Russia, 
Germany, Britain and 
France, by agreeing Tuesday 
to offer Serbia relief from 
U.N. sanctions in exchange 
for compliance. 

Diplomats said the key lev- 
er was the offer of a tempor- 
ary suspension of all econo- 
mic sanctions against Bel- 
grade if Mr. Milosevic for- 
mally recognised bis neigh- 
bours, thereby renoundng on 
paper the dream of a greater 
Serbia. 

By doing so, he would raise 
pressure on rebel Bosnian 
Serbs to accept a contact 
group peace plan for Bosnia- 
Herzegovina, dividing the 
territory roughly SO-SO be- 
tween a Muslim -Croat fed- 
eration and the Serbs. The 
Bosnian Serbs’ self- 
proclaimed parliament for- 
mally rejected the plan Mon- 
day. 


French Foreign Minister 
Alain Juppe said this month 
that the initiative was a last 
chance to prevent a resump- 
tion of fighting in Bosnia and 
Croatia, with the dangers of a 
withdrawal of U.N. 
peacekeepers and a general 
conflagration in the Balkans. 

Belgrade accused 
Washington Wednesday of 
seeking to dominate other 
countries mediating in the 
Bosnia conflict, after the 
White House approved a par- 
tial easing of sanctions 
against Serbia if it recognised 
Bosnia and Croatia. 

The official Yugoslav News 
Agency, Tanjug, said that 
“what the White House says 
it accepts, is in fact its own 
plan submitted to the contact 
group. 

On Tuesday, a senior U.S. 
official said President Bill 
Clinton bad approved a plan 
to lift some economic sanc- 
tions against Serbia if Bel- 
grade recognises Bosnia, 
Croatia, Slovenia and Mace- 
donia and thus renounces any 
ambition to forge a “greater 
Serbia.” 

To date, Belgrade has 
steadfastly rejected all 
attempts . 


j eltsin hopes tp boost image in majorspeecji 

DSCOW (Agencies) -- which erupted after hesent created asli^itly ltes -WaHike ' ; y ltirhact 'the > 8o\ 


DSCpW (Agencies) — 
issiark President Boris Yelt- 
sets out to restore his 
ornust credentials and 
tffimj; his grip on power in 
tatexrf the nation speech 
orsday which will take a 
id lopk at the Chechenya 
npaign. 

gremlin sources say Mr. 
ltsuu his authority shaken 
die Chechenya crisis, will 
omit, himself to economic 
arms' in an annual address 
[fining foreign and domes- 
policy to parliament and 
ting the tone for the rest of 
presidency. 

VIr. Yeltsin, now 64 and 
t seen in public staggering 

0 a summit meeting in 
izakhstan, also needs to 
nvince disillusioned Rus- 
.n voters and worried fore- 

1 leaders that he is still 
pabl£ of governing the 
irld's .largest country. 

“The ' president’s message 
an historic document, one 
which historians of the 21st 
ntury will try to unravel the 
sence’of what Yeltsin and 
» circle wanted to do with 
jssia,” the daily Nezavisi- 
iva Gazeta said. 

this year's address to a 
m sCrion of the two cham- 
r$ of parliament is parti cu- 
1y significant because of 
e blow dealt by the 
lechenya crisis to Mr. Yeit- 
is presidency, due to run 
til mid-1996. 

The president’s popularity 
s sunk, his authority has 
en weakened and his 
mocratic credentials have 
en tarnished by the fighting 


troops pri Dec. 1 1 to smash . 
the region's independence 
bid. 

Mr. Yeltsin’s speech, ex- 
pected to last 40 minutes and 
summarise a 120-page docu- 
ment, offers him a chance of 
a reprieve. 

He has turned to his liberal 
aides to boost his image 
ahead of the presidential 
elections and commit himself 
to democracy. 

"Boris Yeltsin’s message to 
the Federal Assembly, which 
the head of state will present 
tomorrow in the Kremlin, 
sums up the reformist ideas 
of Russia's lop minds,” vik- 
tor Ilyushin, Mr. Yeltsin's 
top adviser, told ITAR- 
TASS news agency. 

Mr. Yeltsin is expected to- 
distance himself from the un- 
popular Chechenya campaign 
and signal the start of major 
army reforms. 

“The Chechenya events., 
have given rise to a number 
of problems concerning the 
system of state power and 
army reforms," one Kremlin 
source told Interfax News 
Agency. 

“He will make... a critical 
analysis of the military 
approach to the resolution of 
the Chechen problem." 

The speech is not seen as a 
forum for dismissals but spe- 
culation is rife that Defence 
Minister Pavel Grachev’s job 
is on the line and a new 
approach to Chechenya is in 
the works. 

A shaky truce covering 
heavy arms in Chechenya has 


backdrop; apparently With 
the aim of boosting Mr. Yelt- 
sin’s credibility when he 
stands before parliament. 

Mr. Yeltsin is expected to 
reaffirm faith in economic 
reform by outlining plans to 
curb inflation, which hit 17.8 
per cent in January alone, 
and proposing ways to stick 
to a tight budget. 

These moves are vital for 
winning a S6.25 billion stand- 
by loan from the Internation- 
al Monetary Fund and restor- 
ing the faith of nervous fore- 
ign investors and potential 
aid donors. 

Meanwhile everybody 
knows Vladimir Zhirinovs- 
ky’s propensity for slanging 
matches, his sympathies with 
the German far right, his 
megalomania about restoring 
Greater Russia. 

But this Russian politician 
who worries the West so 
much as head of bis country’s 
second largest parliamentary 
force has also become one of 
the last sources of support for 
President Yeltsin. 

Each time the Kremlin has 
pressing need of a blank che- 
que from parliament. Mr. 
Zhirinovsky's misleadingly 
named Liberal Democratic 
Party, which he founded in 
1989, steps forward to oblige. 

Mr. Yeltsin’s cherished 
civil peace pact he set so 
much store by to heal the 
wounds of the October 1993 
parliamentary battle could 
not have been signed last 
April without Mr. Zhirinovsky. 
His 60 MPs were the first 


)ehaene: Bind Russia, NATO by special treaty 


iSHINGTON (AP) — 
;sia and NATO should 
elude a special treaty 
ring Moscow to the West- 
alliance without giving it 
• er to veto the organisa- 
- s plans, Belgian Premier 
> Luc Dehaene has prop- 
f . 

\ European security 
itecture without Russia is 
laginable.” Mr. Dehaene 
ued.”“We do not want 
da as a frustrated, iso- 
1 nation, but as a partner 
~ democratic Europe.” 
considering the enlarge- 
t of NATO and the addi- 
of former Warsaw Pact 
ons, he said, special 
basis ■should be placed on 
«sing fully Russia's own 
rity concerns, 
jssia. where many peo- 
irii^egard NATO as a 
ntial threat, is strong 
>sed to the organisation’s 
.nsion eastwards. 


Last December. President 
Boris Yeltsin touched off an 
uproar at a European summit 
in Budapest by alleging that 
the partnership for Peace 
plan opening the way for 
former Warsaw Pact nations 
to join NATO represents a 
Western effort to split the 
continent. Several days ear- 
lier. Foreign Minister Andrei 
Kozyrev refused to sign the 
agreement linking Russia to 
the alliance. 

Although the differences 
were subsequently said to 
have been overcome, NATO 
still is searching for a way to 
draw Poland, Hungary, the 
Czech Republic and Slovakia 
into foil NATO membership 
while simultaneously creating 
a constructive relationship 
with Moscow. 

“A stable working rela- 
tionship. consisting of dia- 
logue and predictability could 
probably be created by con- 


cluding a treaty between Rus- 
sia and NATO over and 
beyond the Partnership for 
Peace," Mr. Dehaene told a 
gathering organised by the 
European Institute. 

“We do not want any new 
dividing lines in Europe, 
which might give Russia the 
impression of being ex- 
cluded.” he told a luncheon 
organised by the 
Washington-based think 
tank. The European Institute 
was hosting the Belgian lead- 
er on the sixth day of his 
week-long visit to the United 
States and the United Na- 
tions. 

Following talks with U.S. 
Defence Secretary William 
Perry. Mr. Dehaene and 
Foreign Minister Frank Van- 
denbrouke briefed reporters 
on contents of the possible 
new accord with Moscow. 

They proposed that a 
mechanism be created requir- 


ing consultation with Russia 
on political and military mat- 
ters under NATO considera- 
tion without giving Moscow 
veto rights. 

Several Western officials, 
among them Mr. Perry and 
British Defence Minister 
Malcolm Rifkind. have sug- 
gested in the past concluding 
a treaty with Russia recognis- 
ing that country’s special sta- 
tus within Europe. But Mr. 
Dehaene’s proposal 
appeared the most detailed 
so far. 

In a related development. 
Mr. Dehaene agreed “in 
principle” to Mr. Perry’s re- 
quest to send a Belgian Navy 
frigate to the Guff to help 
enforce U.N. sanctions 
against Iraq. Belgian officials 
said. 

The warship — one of only 
three frigates in the Belgian 
Navy — would not be dis- 
patched before October. 


LIMA, Peru (R) — A 
tenuous ceasefire in Pent and 
Ecuador’s 21-day-old conflict 
in a disputed border zone 
went into effect buz confusion 
reigned about the location of 
a key hilltop post and whose 
forces controlled it. 

Peru said it ordered its 
forces to “strictly adhere” to 
a ceasefire that took effect at 
noon Tuesday, adding that its 
naval forces were withdraw- 
ing from “strategic positions” 
and armoured vehicles were 
returning to their bases. 

But shortly afterwards, the 
Peruvian Joint Chiefs of Staff 
said the Tiwinza Post was 
being pounded by “intense 
artillery fire” from the Coan- 
gos Base two miles (3.2 
kilometres) away inside 
Ecuador, a charge Ecuador 
denied saying die base was 
still in its control. 

‘‘Why are they (the 
Ecuadoreans) not adhering 
to the ceasefire7”a General 
Daniel Mora, head of the 
army’s information office 
told a news conference. “I 
think they are not ' in the 
positions they are alleging.” 

There was no independent 
verification if Peruvian and 
Ecuadorean forces,- both of 
which daim to hold the posts 
where the fighting has taken 
place since Jan. 26, had si- 
lenced their guns. 

In Quito, President Sixto 
Duran B alien said Ecuador 
would respect the ceasefire 
declared by Peru Monday 
night but that Ecuadorean 
ibices would remain in their 
positions. 

The fighting has taken 
place in mountainous, jungle 
terrain at the headwaters of 
the Cenepa River along a 
48-mile (77-kilometre) 
stretch of the Cordillera Del 


Condor where the border be- 
tween the two countries was 
never clearly marked in a 
1942 treaty. 

Gen. Mora said Peruvian 
troops were in positions of 
security at Tiwinza, a post 
surrounded by 3,937 feet 
(1,200-raetre) high* hills over 
an area of 12 square miles (30 
square kilometres). And 
would respond if attacked. 
But he said Peru had no 
intention of hitting bases in 
Ecuador. ■ 

Asked if Peruvian forces 
were in total control of .the 
zone, he.said: “When we say 
we have made the final attack 
it means we have broken up 
their defensive positions, 
which has forced Ecuadorean 
troops to withdraw. 

He reiterated statements 
made by Mr. Fujimori Mon- 
day night that the Peruvian 
flag was flying at the base and 


two others taken on Jan. 27 
and Feb. 2 but that there 
were no photos available yet 
of the area. 

Mr. Duran Ballen said the 
three posts and two others . 
which Pent does not dispute 
are Ecuadorean were still in 
Ecuadorean hands. *•• 

Foreign journalists taken 
by Ecuadorean military to 
Tiwinza said they had seen an 
Ecuadorean flag flying at 
what they described as logis- 
tical base, adding it was in 
control of Ecuador and there 
were no Peruvians to be seen. 

“They have probably taken 
them to a peaceful zone very 
close to the border and 
shown them a base they said 
is Tiwinza but which really 
isn’t,” Gen. Mora said, 
adding Ecuador has histor- 
ically established bases inside 
Peru which' carry identical, 
names as positions in their 


own territory. 

■ Thirty-eight Peruvians 
were dead in die fighting and 
another 104 more wounded 
.although some casualty re- 
ports still had to be received, 
Gen. Mora said. 

Ecuador says 10 soldiers 
have died arid 37 have been 
wounded. But unofficially, 
the casualty figures on both 
sides axe reported to be h%h- 
er. 

The 1942 Rio De Janeiro 
Protocol sought to scttle the 
two nations’ conflicting his- 
torical claims to a vast region 
in tbe Amazon by setting die 
boundaries along a 1,060- 
mile (1,706- kilo metre) 
stretch which includes die 
Cordillera Del Condor. 
Ecuador rejected die treaty 
in 1960 and periodic clashes 
.have occurred in the zone 
ever since, including a two- 
day war in 1981. ' 



A field metfic attends a Per uvian soldier near 
the Pera-Ecuador border. Tbe soldier was 


injured dnrmg ri^dies with Ecn«forean troops 
(AFP photo) 


French conservatives call for end to rivalry 


TtJ-fbaclc' "th? Sfternihent s 
1995 budget, tthbse approval 
on second reading inspires 
optimism about getting S6.4 
billion loan from the Interna- 
tional Monetary Fund. 

Until a few months ago. 
the support was low key, with 
Mr. Zhirinovsky serving as 
something of a bugbear for a 
Yeltsin anxious to show the 
outside world he alone could 
contain the country's extrem- 
ist pressures. 

But when both communists 
and liberals — the latter in- 
cluding Yegor Gaidar, for so 
long Mr. Yeltsin’s most loyal 
associate — spoke out fierce- 
ly against Russia's military- 
push against secessionist 
Chechenya, Mr. Zhirinovsky 
stood alone with the author- 
ities. 

“If I was giving the orders, 
Grozny (the Chechen capital) 
would become one big bomb 
crater." Mr. Zhirinovsky de- 
clared back in January. The 
Russian army has since large- 
ly fulfilled his wish. 

Party, number two Alexan- 
der Vengerovsky. regarded 
as its resident philosopher, 
explained th3t it stood for 
“stabilisation of Russian soci- 
ety. consolidation of state in- 
stitutions and a strong and 
respected army. We support 
everything that tends in that 
direction." 

The Liberal Democratic 
Party is also hopeful of get- 
ting into government one 
day. Mr. Zhirinovsky has 
made ho secret of that ambi- 
tion. 


PARIS (R) — Supporters of 
conservative Prime Minister 
Edouard Balladur appealed 
for an end to the right’s 
“suicidal” rivalry Wednesday 
after a poll showed Socialist 
challenger Lionel Jospin 
neck-and-ncck with tbe pre- 
mier. . 

Mr. Jospin’s surge added 
zip to a lacklustre race dulled 
for weeks by the premier’s 
wide lead. Now, .Mr. Balia 
dur’s standing has 

ion !poU,. tQ,bg.4K< 
the weekly magazine L’Ex 
press Thursday. 

It was one of three surveys 
which showed a steep fall in 
Mr. BaUadur's popularity for 
the first round of the April- 
May election. 

But all three polls said be 
would win the May 7 run-off 
by margins ranging from 
eight to 16 per cent over this 
probable rivals — Jospin or 
Paris Mayor Jacques Chirac. 

The shock poll sparked bit- 
ter recrimination between the 
Balladur and Chirac camps, 
estranged brothers to tbe 
Gaullist Rally for the Repub- 
lic (RPR). Mr. BaUadur’s 
aides insisted the real battle 
was against Mr. Jospin. 

Government spokesman 
Philippe Douste-Blazy 
warned the right against re- 
peating disputes that opened 
the way to the election of 
Socialist President Francois 
Mitterrand in 1981 and 1988. 

“I won’t play this petty, 
suicidal game. Don't play a 
new game of Russian roulette 
with six bullets in the revol- 
ver,” he told France Inter 



French Prime Munster and presidential candi- 
date Edouard Balladur inerts with supporters 
In Moate&nar, south of France. Mr. Balladur, 
whose pr e si d e ntial progr amm e has been wide- 


ly a ttacked as offering nothing new, has lost 
ground to Li on el Jospin since the latter , was 
nominated — the SocMht Party candidate this 
month (AFP photo) . 


Radio. 

“The latest polls show that 
the left will make it to the 
second tour, so all attacks 
must • focus on the left,” 
echoed Nicolas Sarkozy, Mr. 
BaUadur’s spokesman. 

Mr. Chirac’s camp has re- 
cently concentrated its fire on 
Mr. Balladur rather than on 
Mr. Jospin, accusing the pre- 
mier of being out of touch 
with voters and inactive. 

Mr. Jospin's decisive start 
buoyed^ocialists who had all 
but given up hope of a strong 
showing in the election since 
former European Commis- 
sion President Jacques De-. 
lors dropped out. 

“This is dearly an erosion 
in Bahadur’s ranking,” said 
Dominique Strauss-Kahn, 


one of Mr. Jospin’s top cam- 
paign advisers. “Jospin is be- 
ginning to interest and grab 
people.” 

Mr.' Jospin is to announce 
this week his campaign staff, 
with Mr. Delors as the bead 
of his support committees 
and Mr. De lore’s daughter, 
ex-Labour Minister Martine 
Aubry, as. bis spokesman. 

The EFOP poll said Mr. 
Jospin, chosen as Socialist 
candidate two weeks ago, 
could lead Mr. Balladur 23- 
22 per cent if centrist ex- 
premier Raymond Barreaiso 
ran in the April 23 first 
round, further splitting the 
centre-right vote. 

If Mb'. Barre did not run, 
Mr. Balladur would lead Mr. 
Jospin 24-23 per cent. Mr. 


Barre is to announce his in- 
tentions later this month. 

The two other surveys, by 
polling institutes BVA and 
Sofres, showed Mr. Balladur 
still at least five points dear 
of Mr. Jospin m the first 
round. 

Student leaders Wednes- 
day maintained a call for a 
march on Mr. BaUadur’s 
office Thursday although foe 
government, keen to avoid 
-unrest in the nm-up to foe 
election, caved in to their 
week-long protests. 

The government cancelled 
a decree tightening admission 
to university and shelved an 
official report urging a hike in 
registration fees. But stu- 
dents said they wanted foe 
report abandoned altogether. 


Mandela in good health but will not seek new term 


CAPE TOWN (R) — South 
African President Nelson 
Mandela Wednesday pro- 
nounced himself fit for bis 
age, but ruled oat serving a 
second term after elections in 
1999. 

“Oh no, definitely not," 
Mr. Mandela, 76, told Reu- 
tere when asked if he would 
seek to extend his five-year 
term as Sooth Africa's first 
democratically elected head 
of state. 

In a broad-ranging inter- 
view at bis Cape Town office, 
a smiling Mandela, widely 
seen as the key stabilising 
factor in South Africa's deli- 
cate transition from white 
minority rule, said: 

“In 19991 will be 79 or 80. 
I don’t think an octogenarian 
should be meddling with poli- 
tical affairs. 

“I would like to rive over 
•to a younger man. I will be 
available for advice if they 
want me, but to occupy a 
position as a head of state, 
definitely. I won’t take that 
risk.” 

Mr. Mandela, who has 
beaded a multi-party govern- 
ment of national unity since 
winning historic all-race elec- 
tions last April, did not indi- 
cate who might succeed him. 
First Deputy President Tha- 
bo Mbeki, 52, is widely re- 
garded as the most likely 
candidate. 


Asked about occasional 
speculation on financial mar- 
kets that he was in poor 
health, be replied: “I think 
somebody is gaining a lot 
through spreading these 
rumours. 

“For my age I think I am in 
reasonably good health. I en- 
joy walks. One of my 
favourite hobbies is to walk... 
sometimes I take three, four 
and even as much as five five 
hours just walking. A person 
whose health is frail would 
not do thaL Ask my security 
guards.” 

Jailed by South Africa’s 
former white rulers for 27 
years, Mr. Mandela still 
maintains his prison regime, 
rising at 4:30 each morning 
and often walking for an hour 
before beginning his day-long 
engagements at dawn. 

Mr. Mandela, frequently 
called in to mediate in even 
minor party or political dis- 
putes, was asked about 
allegations of misuse of fore- ; 
ign aid funds by his estranged 
wife Winnie ’ and preacher- . 
politician Allan Booak, who 
this week withdrew as . 
ambassador-designate to foe. 
United Nations m Geneva. ' 

Showing no emotion and [ 
referring to his wife as “Mrs. - 
Mandela.” be said judgment . 
should be suspended on her ' 
conduct until an investigation 
had been completed, and any 


action against Mr. Boesak 
would depend on the out- 
come of a separate inquiry. 

He added: "I think the way - 
we have handled the Boesak 
affair indicates the firmness 
of tbe ANC, but the caution 
it exercises before it takes 
any action.” 

Mr. Boesak has been ac- 
cused by Scandinavian 
donors of using for his own 
purposes funds intended for 
foe Foundation for Peace and 
Justice he founded. He has 
denied foe allegations. 

Winne, a deputy minister 
in her husband's government, 
is at the centre of a row over 
her leadership of the ANC 
Women’s League and has 
been accused by. former 
senior League members; whq_ 
resigned bit weekend, Ofnot ■ 
passing on to it a 500,000 
rand . (S140.000) donation . 
from Pakistani Prime Minis- 
ter Benzair Bhutto. 

Winnie says the money was 
given to her to disburse to the 
needy as she wished. 

Mr. Mandela, dressed in a 
• loose-fifting. blue and black 
. casual, shirt, said his govena- 
’• merit faced the monumental 
- task of rcstructurmgan entire 
' nation in winch foe underpri- 
vileged black masses were 
demanding “booses today, . 
not tomorrow.”. 

He added that the budget 
to be presented to parliam e nt 


next month would be the first 
to reflect accurately the 
priorities of democratic rule 
and would address foe wealth 
gap between tbe white minor- 
ity and newly enfranchised' 

“We have been put . into 
power by 'foe poorest of tbe 
poor. We have to address 
their baric needs and there- 
fore foe budget must be 
geared to address tbe consti- 
tuency that put os into pow- 
er. 

“The gap between Afri- 
cans, coloured and Indians 
on the one hand and tbe 
white minority on the other is 
too big and it must be 
closed,” he said. 

Meanwhile armed police 
arrested a white man for 
striking a black child with a 
whip Wednesday, in. a racial 
flarcup over busing Mack' 
pupils to a rightwing white 
Cape Town suburb. 

Police frog-marched the 
man form . Ruyterwacht 
School trailed by about 1,000 
ringing and dancing pupils. . 

Witnesses said the.boy was. 
-struck -once, wifo .a sjambok 
— a long leather whip — but 
be did not appear to be hurt. 

. Police- said they had found 
a can -of petrol and wire- 
cutters next to foe school’s 
bake fence Wednesday. Resi- 
dents -Tuesday threatened to 
burn down foe school. ■ ■ • 
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First court, second standards 


AT LAST the International Tribunal on War 
Crimes committed in the Bosnian conflict has 
levelled charges against 21 Serbs with a view 
to begin court proceedings against them in a 
few weeks. Created by the U.N. Security 
Council in 1993, the international court is 
dependent on the authority and prestige of its 
sponsor to bring to justice all those who are 
suspected of perpetrating crimes against 
humanity. This would entail the extradition 
of suspects from many corners of the world, 
and the cooperation of U.N. member states 
would be vital for the success of this en- 
deavour. 

Being the first court of its kind to prose- 
cute people charged with war crimes and 
crimes against humanity since the Nurem- 
berg trials, there is some hope that the 
international community is ready and able to 
deal effectively with grave human rights 
violations on the scale of the Bosnian conflict. 

The shortcomings of the Hague-based 
Court’s action on the Bosnian situation lie in 
the fact that there are other equally serious 
war crimes committed elsewhere in the world 
that remain without action. What transpired 
in Grozny, for example, offers a classic 
example of international neglect of other 
areas of the world when dealing with crimes 
against humanity. Some countries in Latin 
America. Africa and Southeast Asia witnes- 
sed similar horrific violations but were all 
swept under, the carpet by the international 
community. It would have been considerably 
more balanced and fair therefore for the 
Security Council to have established a 
permanent tribunal to deal with war crimes 
and crimes against humanity no matter 
where they occur. 

The current ad hoc exercise to deal with 
these categories of mass violent crimes in one 
part of the world does not strike ns as the 
most equitable formula. Likewise, other 
forms and dimensions of human rights viola- 
tions, be they systematic or otherwise, also 
need attention. The establishment of an 
international human court with wide juris- 
diction to prosecute any serious violator of 
human rights as set out in the international 
conventions would go a long way to weed out 
such abuses. The thrust of international 
interest in all such related issues must be 
streamlined and standardised in order to be 
integral and effective. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


THERE MUST definitely be some action that should be 
taken on the part of the concerned authorities and public to 
curtail road accidents which have been on the increase in 
Jordan in the past few years, said AJ Ra'i daily Wednesday. 
The paper said despite efforts exerted to control rraffic, the 
Jordanian society is still plagued by accidents that kill or 
maim scores of innocent travellers and road users. “We 
believe that the Kingdom is not in need of the services of 
foreign experts or more seminars or lectures to help reduce 
the number of horrible accidents on our roads, but rather 
we need common sense in handling the vehicles under our 
disposal,” said the daily. Drivers can and should control 
the speed of their vehicles, particularly on the highways; 
the concerned authorities can and should introduce effec- 


tive measures to help stop the camaee, called the daily. 
The paper said that reckless driving and speeding are all the 


time blamed for most of the accidents, but this can be 
controlled and prevented before they cause further 
tragedies. The paper expressed hope that the joint public 
and private sectors' efforts will succeed in making the roads 
a safer place. 


A COLUMNIST in Al Ra’i daily criticised the U.S.-Israeli 
stand vis-a-vis what the Americans and the Israelis call 
Islamic terrorism, describing such stand as very serious and 
endangering the cause of peace in genera] and the 
Palestinian people’s future in particular.'lbrahim Al Absi 
said that by considering the freedom fighters in Palestine as 
terrorists and by pressuring the Palestine National Author- 
ity (PNA) into cracking down hard on the Islamic groups, 
the U.5. and Israel are pushing hard for an inter- 
Palestinian conflict or civil war that would destroy the 
Palestinian people's hopes and aspirations. The writer said 
that It is impossible for the Palestinian leadership to ensure 
security for the Israeli society, something which the 
formidable Israeli military had failed to achieve. The 
solution for the current deadlock in the Israeli-Palestinian 
negotiations, he said, lies in Israel's withdrawal from Arab 
lands, the implementation of the Oslo deal and the 
liquidation of Israeli settlements in Arab-owned lands, 
continued the writer. He said that the Oslo deal was 
concluded for the sake of solving' the' efirfemic issue in 
Palestine: and therefore its implementation can surely 
guarantee an end to the bloodshed and violence. He said 
Israel can dream of no security as long as it continues to 
occupy Arab lands. 



The View from Academia 


Ramadan as a thermometer measuring sophistication 



THERE IS no doubt that Ramadan is a special month. A 
different spirit, a different feeling, a different mood and a 
different mode of living prevails throughout. It does 
certainly have, in addition to its difficult and even trying 
moments, its own charm and beauty, for most people. Most 
importantly, however, Ramadan is essentially an opportun- 
ity, a challenge and a test. 

During Ramadan, more so than during any other month 
of the year, Muslims are expected to devote more time to 
duties and responsibilities which they may be too busy (at 
times too neglectful) to fulfill or shoulder properly and 
effectively during other months. These include, among 
other things, worship (at home and in the mosque, during 
the day time and at night, the “obligatory” prayers and the 
voluntary and extra, etc.), religious education, visits to 
relatives and friends, consciousness of the needs of others 
(especially the poor and the needy). 

At this particular level (i.e. with respect to all of the 
above), one detects in Ramadan a noticeable change 
indeed. As for prayers, for example, people generally go 
more often to the mosque than they normally do; in fact 
many persons who do not frequent the mosque in other 
months do so in Ramadan. People not only pray more, but 
they also pray more intensely, devotedly and with concen- 
tration. Ramadan is actually singled out as the month of 
prayer and worship, and rightly so. 

Muslims also learn more about their religion than in 
other months. You find them reading the Holy Koran, the 
Hadith, the biographies of the various famous Muslim 
personalities, studies of miscellaneous theological matters, 
interpretations of the Koran and the Hadith. interpreta- 
tions of interpretations, etc. They also watch T.V. prog- 
rammes, listen to radio presentations, and read newspaper 
and magazine articles on religious matters. And they attend 
more lectures and sermons. Ramadan is not only a spiritual 
month, but it is also an intellectual month in many 
important ways. In it the knowledge of many increases and 
their minds are stimulated and sharpened. In a society, 
such as ours, in which very few people read and in which 
the environment is generally un intellectual. Ramadan 
comes to fill an important gap, for most people take 
seriously the religious material they read, watch or listen 
to. 

During Ramadan, people also become aware of the 
importance of visiting relatives, especially ones they do not 
have time to visit during other months. Many, who are 
unable to do so for one reason or another in other months, 
make rime for parents, aunts, uncles, cousins, ex- 
neighbours and friends. Many invite each other for iftar. 


for dessert, and even for sahour. This is not only nice and 
fon (even though at times it can be a burden) out is also 


significant for it fosters ties, dears the air among relatives 
which may be quite polluted often, and opens closed 
bridges. Emotional support is quite needed where many 
relatives and friends live far apart and where modern life 
can be somewhat alienating and isolating. Even though 
some relatives and friends may be quite a nuisance, many 
others are a real pleasure to be with. In Ramadan, we in 
effect have a whole month of mother's day, father's day, 
sister's day, brother's day. grandmother's day and so on. 

And people also remember the poor and the needy. In 
Ramadan, people feet obliged to think about the needs of 
the less fortunate. The wtibie idea behind fasting is to 
experience what it is like to be hungry or starving. In these 
times of economic hardship, unemployment, low payment, 
increase of the number of families living under the poverty 
lines, abrupt hikes in prices of various necessities, Rama- 
dan can be the solution, at least a solution. People become 
noticeably more generous and more giving, thus com- 
plementing the work of many charitables institutions and 
department of social welfare which are unable to cope with 
the increasing needs of the needy. 

All of this we highly appreciate. But Muslims are 
expected to do a lot more. For instance, they are supposed 
to pay serious attention to their physical health. Fasting is 
essentially a physical act. Its aim is to make people reflect 
on the actual needs of the body. Food is certainly a 
necessity and a pleasure, but it can also be quite harmful. 
For one thing one is not supposed to eat excessively; for 
another, one is supposed to be selective, focusing on the 
food which is most nutritious. The famous religious saying 
“fast, and you become healthy" spells out quite eloquently 
one of the main purposes of Ramadan; To encourage 
people to be healthier and more physically fit. Ramadan is 
(or sought ro be, rather) an excellent diet programme, safe 
and free. 

But Ramadan is supposed to be, also, a lesson in home 
economics and refined consumption habits. It aims to teach 
people to be good consumers — intelligent and wise, that 
is, not wasteful and lavishing. The idea behind fasting is to 
emphasise to people that there are so many food items and 
goods that we do not actually need. Ths is one. The other 
point at this level is that one ought to learn to economise 
and to minimise one's purchases. Is the goal to starve 
during the day time and gulp and devour everything during 
the night time? Clearly not. Is the aim to empty the market 
of goods and create a food shortage (or a crisis, as we often 
call it)? 


And Ramadan is supposed to be a psychological -ukl 
moral exercise. People are expected to learn to be pattern 
tolerant, kind, nice, benign, courteous, loving, respectful 
dutiful, responsible, efficient, alert, and so, what is special 
about Ramadan is that it places a person under pressure 
and expects this person to live up to the challenge andrue 
to the occasion. It is not a big deal for a person to be aide 
and charming after he/she has had a good night's steed 
eaten an excellent meal and drank a delicious cup of coffee 
or tea. The big deal is to be nice and courteous when one is 
hungry, thirsty, tired, sleepy and with a terrible headaebd. 
This is the real challenge, one which Ramadan poses,; 


On these three latter counts our society fails, and 
miserably. Most people I know gain weight in Ramadaij. 


Rather than view food as a necessity only or a pleasure 
which is potentially fatal, they look at it as an end in itself 
and a pleasure to be indulged in. One fasts in order to cat 
Some people I know eat and drink so much after the ifra 
they are unable to move or even breathe. Generally, vt 
buy more in Ramadan (much more) than in any other 
month. We do not care if the prices double or triple. And (f 
we can't find an item closeby, we are willing to drive tens of 
miles looking for it and waste hours in the process, father 
than say, to hell with it. This is “unramadanic” and even 
“anti-ramadanic," for Ramadan is a month which aims tfr 
teach the insignificance of so many goods and items. • \\ 

But we fail the test at the psychological and moral level. 
Many become moody, impatient, intolerant, unkind, ineffg. 
dent, irresponsible, hostile, sleepy and lazy. Most students 
take the advantage of Ramadan to daydream in class and 
be absent-minded. Most civil servants take advantage of 1 
to abuse citizens even more boldly than on normal days; 
Drivers drive more recklessly than usual. Parents scream at 
their children more often than they usually do, and 
husbands seize the opportunity to abuse their wives. For 
many people, it is quite fa^iionable to be unsmiling; 
inattentive, disrespectful and irresponsible. Where arc 
these from the true spirit of Ramadan? ! 


Ramadan is a noble, excellent and sophisticated idea. 
takes a noble, excellent and sophisticated culture to get the 
most out of it. ! 

Unfortunately, our present day culture is not sophistic 
cared enough to reap the benefits of Ramadan. Should not 
car accidents decrease or even disappear in Ramadan? 
Should not our civil servants be a little more civil? 
Ramadan is perhaps the best thermometer by which we can 
test the nobility, excellence and sophistication of our 
cultu re — and naturally of our individual. 
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JAKARTA — Indonesia 
has long embraced an ideol- 
which for many has 


fending pancasfla democra- 
cy as appropriate for ‘fcf* 
country which .has born? 
the confusing brunt of 
Western-style democracy, 


Algiers has to give the moderates a 


chance, and a reason, to emerge 


by WaDam Zartman 


PARIS — The murderous 
explosion on Jan. 30 in the 
centre of Algiers shows 
more than ever the need to 
pursue dialogue. But it 
should be very clear that 
dialogue is being pursued. 
What is needed is not a 
dialogue of surrender but a 
dialogue that separates the 
moderates from the 
murderers and brings 
together the forces of the 
country that favour a 
broadly based political sys- 
tem. 

Such a process was 
attempted by the Algerian 
government last fall and by 
the Sant'Egidio Roman 
Catholic community in 
Rome in November and 
January. The collapse of 
both efforts shows that such 
a strategy requires patience 
and persistence. 

An Algerian scholar 
friend recently reacted to 
the horrors perpetrated by 
the Armed Islamic Group 
by exclaiming, in dismay, 
“It's nor Islamic." Such dis- 
may has split earlier sup- 
port for the Islamic move- 
ment, as it has split its 
leaders. One of the biggest 
mistakes in dealing with any 
insurgency is to impute to it 
a unity it never bad, there- 
by creating a self-fulfilling 
prophecy. 

The longCT a rebel move- 
ment is unsuccessful in its 
bid for power, the greater 
the chance of a split over 
tactics. Religious and 
ideological movements ore 
even more prone to internal 
splits. 

The klamicist movement 
in Algeria is no exception. 
It was born in controversy 
in 1991, over the proper 
tactics authorised by the re- 
ligion; one wing sought to 
win power by elections 
while another resorted to 
general strikes and attacks 
on military installations. 

Today, more than three 
years after the aborted elec- 
tions. the banned Islamic 
Salvation Frnt (FIS) has no 
control over the Armed 
Islamic Group or Islamic 
Salvation Army, which in 
turn have no control over 


the many contending 
groups that settle their 
accounts in the name of 
Islam. The Aimed Islamic 
Group underwent an inter- 
nal struggle in October to 
select its new emir. It posed 
impossible conditions to 
accepting the broad plat- 
form negotiated by the Isla- 
mic Salvation Front, among 
other political parties, 
' under the aegjes of the San- 
lEgidio community. 

Splits and rivalries do not 
mean dimiished violence, 
desperation and bravado — 
to die contrary. Rival lead- 
ers seek to capture the flag 
of the movement by emerg- 
ing as the most spectacular- 
ly impressive tactician; the 
Christmas hijacking of the 
Air France Airbus and the 
Algiers bomb explosion tes- 
tify to this. 

But others begin to ask 
whether half a loaf would 
not be better, less costly 
and less risky than a fight to 
the bloody finish. The Isla- 
mic revolution is in angry 
pieces. A successful policy 
must play on those pieces. 

In this situation, the best 
strategy for the government 
is to strengthen its own in- 
tegrity and give opposing 
moderates a chance and a 
reason to emerge. 

That chance and reason 
are offered through nego- 
tiations, such as those be- 
gun in Rome. The state 
itself cannot be part of 
those negotiations, but the 
government should wel- 
come them (as it has not. 
yet) and, in the absence of a 
government party, the army 
should participate in them 
(as it has not, yet). 

The negotiations to end 
the civil war in Mozambi- 
que. which Sant'Egidio also 
sponsored, offer a good pa- 
rallel. But Algeria has two 
special problems that com- 
plicate its case. 

One is the fact that the 
conflict in Algeria is not 
just over party platforms 
and participation; it is dvfli- 
sational. The debate is long 
and deep. But it comes 
down to the fact that the 
Islamic movement does 
represent a part of the 
population (nearly 25 per 


cent at the last electoral test 
in 1991) and some of that 
part at least needs to be 
coopted into the political 
system. There is rids in this 
strategy, but its only 
alternative is the certainty 
of surrender. 


The other problem is that 
the government in Algiers 
is plagued by illegitimacy 
and ineffectiveness. Algeria 
is in a state of collapse. So 
was Mozambique. Thus, 
while attempting to provide 
internal security for its 
population, the government 
must take measures to 
broaden its own social base 
and restore its legitimacy. 

This means, along with 
vigorous action against the 
militants, effective 
socioeconomic policies, and 
political cooperation and 
power-sharing with the 
secular parties of the 
opposition. 

The government would 
be better advised to enter 
into sincere dialogue with 
the parties over the exercise 
of political power than to 
proceed with its plan to 
hold elections in six months 
without assuring the par- 
ties’ participation. 

The parties have been 
reluctant to collaborate 


with the military govern 
to be 


tar- 


mem, fearing 
nished by the association. 
They would prefer to see it 
eliminated before leaving 
thier comfortable spot in 
the opposition. But they 
make a dangerous mistake 
if they think they will have 
any chance if the Islamis ts 
come to power. 

The government has the 
duty to provide law and 
order for its citizens, 
although not through the 
indiscriminate reprisals it is 
now conducting. It also has 
foe duty to get food to the 


remedy to the underlying 
illegitimacy of a tired state 
that is foe basic cause of foe 
Islamist's appeal. 

Policies of bet-hedging, 
of “noninterference” (as re- 
cently announced by Paris 
and Washington), of cur- 
rying favour with foe Isla- 
mic Slavation Front or of 
deploring the inadequacies 
of both sides are equally 
fruitless. They weaken foe 
state and favour the advent 
of an Islamist regime that 
— like those of Iran and 
Sudan — has no basis for 
frienship with the West. 

It was, after all, the con- 
stant engagement — not the 
“noninterference” — of 
leading world powers over 
more than four years m the 
earlier Sant'Egidio process 
that kept it moving and 
brought peace to Mozambi- 
que. 

The international confer- 
ence proposed by President 
Francois Mitterrand might 
be too public a forum — the 
Algerians are more sensi- 
tive in such matters than 
were the Mozambicans — 
bm it could serve to coor- 
dinate Western pressures 
and to awaken a tighter 
control over arms flow 
through Europe to the 
Islamists. 


But if the regime does 
not encourage efforts to 
seek out moderates from 
among the Islamists, separ- 
ating them from the mili- 
tant radicals, and boraden 
its own base of legitimacy 
within the population, ft 
will follow foe same path as 
the government that faced 
the previous revolution, in 
1962, and be obliged to 
negotiated only its surren- 
der. The Algerian people, 
and foe Western 


too, will suffer deeply. 


world, 


cities at affordable pri< 
hoi 


and provide jobs and 
ing for its youth. 
This two-handed 


ices 

>us- 


luires a similar double 


req im- 
policy from foe external 
supporters of a modernis- 
ing, secular Algeria. Un- 
conditional support of the 
current government is not 
sufficient, for it provides no 


The writer, director of the 
African and Conflict Man- 
Moment programmes at the 
School of Advanced Inter- 
national Studies of Johns 
Jopkins University, is cur- 
rently professor af the Insti- 
tute of Political Studies in 
Paps. This comment is re- 
printed from foe Herald 
Tribune. 


ogy winch tor many 
become a meaningless man - 
tra, for some , a recipe for 
religious tolerance,' and for 
others an Orwellian mons- 
ter designed to gobble up 
the government’s oppo- 
nents. 

The influence of pancasi- 
la — literally five principles 
— stretches from family 
to democracy, 
the press to football 
matches. But increasingly, 
Indonesians are questioning 
both the form and subst- 
ance of foe creed. 

“The problem with pan- 
casfla is foe way it is used 
nowadays,” says noted 
historian Ong Hokham. 

Pancasila is belief in one 
God, humanity, unity, 
democracy and social jus- 
tice — the five noble princi- 
ples created by foe coun- 
try's founding fathers which 
are taught at schools and - 
universities and memorised 
by all Indonesians. 

All very worthy, and few 
would deny pancasila — 50 
years old on June 1 — has 
played a key role in keeping 
together a nation spread 
across several religions and 
thousands of islands. 

To most Indonesians foe 
state ideology, mentioned 
in the preamble of the con- 
stitution and of which it is 
an inseparable part, is 
sacred and helps unite foe 
nation. 

“Pancasila is innocent in 
the sense that everybody 
would agree with its con- 
tents except if they are pur- 
ist.'’ says Mr. Ong. 

But since its inception it ’ 
has come to mean different 
things to different people — 
and increasingly, some say, 
to serve their own interests. 

Since wresting power 
from Sukarno in the late 
1960s, President Suharto 
has developed pancasila 
into a political system, por- 
traying it as an alternative 
to alien Western values. 

This is pancasila demok- 
rasi (democracy), which 
effectively allows only three 
political parties, one of 
which is dearly favoured by 
foe government, and which 
is often wielded to 
bludgeon dissenters into si- 
lence. 

“Pancasila serves as 
vague but exclusive ideolo- 
gy which has been useful as 
a demobilising device 
against independent politic- 
al elements seeking to 
appeal to an international 
audience,” British 
academic Michael Leifer 
wrote recently. 

Indonesian officials criti- 
cise such comments, de- 


splitting foe country during 
foe tun 


> turbulent 1950s and ear- 
ly 1960$. ; . . . h 

“We have tried afltandij 
of systems. So now we 
that we have found our 
system; pancasila democrat 
cy, which is not perfect anti 
needs to be perfected,* 
Foreign Minister Ah Alatas 
told foreign journalists to 
cently. 

He said Indonesia did nqt 
need to change simply be- 
cause foe world was chang| 
ing. ‘The world has beeft 
changing all foe time and 
we have been trying to fol- 
low our cause,” be said.^ 
Pancasila has had its mg 
doubted successes. Despite 
its political overtones, U, 
was originally framed as a 
way of keeping religion oq( 
of state affairs. ’ 

Pancasila was elaborate# 
for the first time by Sakai 1 -* 
□o, Indonesia’s late firs? 
president, in a speech m 
June 1945 before a commit 
sion to prepare Indonesia^ 
independence. -j 

But it was only in 197^ 
some 33 years after the 
toun try’s independence on' 
August in 1945, that the 
people’s consul tativft 1 ] 
assembly declared pancasDff; 


'AMMAN — £ 'mm Qais. 
the Greco-Roman town 
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Despite pressure front 
foe Muslim majority, b’ - 
donesia is not an Islamic* 
state, allowing, in theory at 
least, freedom of worship 
and opportunity for its 
Christians, Buddhists, Hin- 
dus and others. But others 
believe it has gone too far. 

Pers Pancasila, or panca- 
sfla press, seeks to dictate 
what subjects journalists 
should cover, and indirectly 
urges them to shun sensitive^ 
political issues. 

A nation-wide campaign] 
in the form of compulsory; 
courses, known as _P^ 
briefs participants — fro®; 
officials, employees to stih 
dents — on pancasfla's five 
principles. 

With their usual WJ 
humour, Indoncaans, who 
attend such courses, oft® 0 

describe the programme as* 

ceremonial, dubbing 
acronym as “peigi P 8 # 
pulang petang” — 
early in foe morning for®* 

lectures and go borne late® 

foe afternoon. . . 1 

Many, less wryly, 
pure indoctrination. 
spoken legislator Aber# 0 - 
Marie Sihalobo says ajju 
effort to elaborate tn^ 
meaning of pancasuj 
beyond the simple aw 
written in the articles a®* 
constitution was a violation-* 
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U.S. says Iran island defences pose risk 

WASHINGTON (R) — Iran has moved sophisticated air 
defence onto disputed islands in the Gulf that pose a risk of 
an accidental confrontation with American ships, a U S. 
general said on Tuesday. “They have moved more sophisti- 
cated air defence capabilities on those islands,” General 
Binford Peay, commander of U.S. forces in the Middle 
East, told the Senate Armed Services Committee. “The 
danger I worry about is the accidental problem that you 
may have as our forces transit the Gulf waters and have an 
incident take place that... involves some kind of escala- 
tion,” he said. “It is a concern,” he said. “I think it is 
characteristic of the entire Iranian challenge that we now 
have in the Gulf." He did not say how recently the air 
defences bad been moved to the islands. The islands are 
near the Straits of Hormuz entrance to the Gulf and are 
involved in a territorial dispute between Iran and the 
United Arab Emirates. Iran reiterated its claim to the 
islands, Abu Musa and Greater and Lesser Tunbs. last 
week but rejected a statement by eight Arab countries that 
it was refusing to negotiate the dispute with the UAE. 

Egyptian lawyers join plans for strike 

CAIRO (R) — Egyptian lawyers have joined plans for a 
one-day strike on Thursday in protest at a new law on' 
union elections, a spokesman said on Wednesday. The 
lawyers association, which is dominated by Islamists, has 
told its members to boycott court hearings for the day, 
though they may continue work in their offices, he said. 
One other professional union, for engineers, has called a 
token two-hour strike for Thursday and other unions say 
they may join in on Thursday or on other days. The protest 
is against amendments to the union elections law, approved 
by parliament on Sunday. The amendments put the 
elections under the control of the judiciary and give judges 
the right to appoint “administrative committees” to super- 
vise the voting. 

70 firms vying for Beirut port contract 

BEIRUT (AFP) — Some 70 Asian, European and 
Lebanese firms are vying to secure a S30~million contract to- 
re habilitate the port of Beirut which was ravaged during 
the 1975-1990 civil war, port administration officials said 
Wednesday. Firms from South Korea, Britain, France, 
Sweden, Belgium, Spain, Saudi Arabia and Egypt are 
among those preselected following an offer for tenders. 
Most have already set up joint ventures, with Lebanese 
companies, the officials said. The firms or consortiums are 
competing for the construction of breakwaters, docks, 
workshops and a 12-megawatt power station, as well as 
road resurfacing and sewer repair projects. Port adminis- 
tration officials were expected to announce which firm 
would secure the contract within 40 days. Earlier this 
month firms were also invited to offer tenders to dredge the 
docks at Beirut port. The cost of the contract was not 
revealed. The British firm Scott Wilson Kirkpatrick in- 
spected the docks at a cost of $269,500. 

Hitler’s book being published in Hebrew 

TEL AVTV (AP) — A Hebrew translation of Adolf 
Hitler's book “Mein Kampf' will be published in the 
coming days, a daily reported Wednesday. Translator Dan 
Yaron, a holocaust survivor and retired teacher, told the 
Maariv newspaper that the book was an important historic 
document. The 650 page translation, entitled “My Strug- 
gle,” is being published by Academon Publishers of the 
Hebrew University of Jerusalem. The Austrian-born 
Yaron began translating . the -book in the late 1980s and 
Several . chapters were published separately , in 1992 by 
Moshe Zimmermann. a German history professor at the 
university. Neither Mr. Ya-ron nor Mr. Zimmermann could 
be reached Wednesday. 

Qatari ship to carry sugar for Iraq 

DOHA (R) — A Qatari ship will sail to Iraq Thursday to 
deliver 2.500 tonnes of sugar, the first donation from a Gulf 
Arab counoy to the beleaguered Iraqis since the 1990 
Kuwait crisis. The ship, named Zarka and owned by Qatar 
Navigation, was ready at the Doha port with its cargo on 
Wednesday, said Hamad Ad Hitmi, head of tire shipping 
company’s marine transport section. He told the Associ- 
ated Press that the Zarka would dock at Umm A1 Qasr port 
in southern Iraq after sailing up the Gulf for two and 
one-half days. Last week, Qatar announced it was sending 
the sugar as “contribution to easing the humanitarian 
suffering faced by the Iraqi nation. 

Satellite ban in Iran gets final approval 

•TEHRAN (AFP) — Iranian authorities are set to remove 
tens of thousands of satellite dishes in the country after a 
parliamentary ban on the equipment received final approv- 
al on Wednesday. The Council of Guardians, which seeks 
to ensure laws confront to Islamic principles and the 
constitution, approved the law which was passed on Jan. 1 
and seeks to prevent Iranians from watching foreign 
television programmes. The ban gives satellite users one 
month to take down their dishes and related equipment or 
face legal action. Tens of thousands of satellite dishes have 
sprung up on rooftops in Tehran and other major cities, 
allowing many Iranians to watch foreign television broad- 
casts and prompting Islamic conservatives and hardliners to 
push for a ban. 

UAE arrests 164 Asian illegal immigrants 

ABU DHABI (AFP) — The United Arab Emirates 
(UAE) arrested 164 Pakistanis and other Asians who tried 
to enter the country illegally over the past two weeks, 
qewspapres reported here on Wednesday. Border and 
coast guards called in the air force when they carried out 
raids in the mountains in Diba and towns in the eastern 
region near the border with Oman, the papers said. Coast 
guard sources said those arrested included Pakistanis, 
Afghans and Iranians. They came by sea seeking jobs in the 
oil-rich Gulf country. Police records showed more than 
25,000 people, mostly Asians had been arrested over the 
past two decades while trying to enter the UAE illegally. 

Couple who had sex in party to be caned 

DUBAI (R) — An unmarried couple will be caned in the 
United Arab Emirates for having sex at a party, the Gulf 
News daily reported on Wednesday. A maid who threw the 
party at bier employer's house without his knowledge was 
sentenced to three months in prison, the newspaper said. A 
Sharia (Islamic law) court in the UAE state of Sharjah 
found the couple “guilty of sex outside marriage.” It 
sentenced the man to 90 strokes of cane and three months 
in jail to be followed by deportation, the daily said. His 
lover was sentenced to 100 strokes and two months in jail 
after confessing to the charges, it added. Three other guests 
received one-month jail sentences. The paper did not give 
the nationality of the convicted party-goers. 

Polish carrier to resume Lebanon flights 

BEIRUT (AFP) — The Polish national carrier LOT will 
resume flights to Lebanon next month becoming the 27th 
foreign airline to return to Beirut international airport 
since the end of the 1975-1990 dvil war. A local travel 
agent representing LOT told AFP on Wednesday that the 
airline will start a weekly flight on Mondays between 
Warsaw and Beirut starting March 27. Foreign airlines 
have been returning steadily in Beirut's international 
airport, which was shut down several times during Leba- 
non's 15-year-war. Their return coincides with plans by the 
authorities for a S500-miilion expansion of the airport. 


Prince 
Hassan 
hosts iftar 

BIS ROYAJL Highness 
Crown Prince Hassan on 
Wednesday hosted an iftar 
in honour of commis- 
sioned officers and sol- 
diers of the Prince Hassan 
Battalion. 

Flrince Hassan said be 
was happy to meet with 
the Armed Forces person- 
nel, especially after Jor- 
dan regained Its land occu- 
pied by IsradL 
Prince Hassan, wbo 
performed A1 Maghreb 
prayers with the guests, 
was accompanied by His 
Royal Highness Prince 
Hashed Ben A1 Hassan, 
the chief of staff of the 
royal land forces, the com- 
mander of the 12th Royal 
Mechanised Division and 
senior army officers. 

Earlier Wednesday, 
Prince Hassan toured 
lands restored to Jorda- 
nian sovereignty in AJ Ba- 
qonra area (Petra photo) 



‘Republicans owe victory to conservative tide’ 


(Continued from page 12) 

cuts to the middle class, a 
change in Mr. Clinton's 
previously passed crime 
laws and congressional term 
limits. 

"The contract gave the 
campaign a theme and 
coherence. This was a key 
item for Republicans,’ 1 she 
said. “Essentially, it rolls 
back 60 years of govern- 
ment in saying no to auto- 
matic (welfare) entitle- 
ments and shipping the 
money to the states, in 
effect, dismantling the 'wel- 
fare state'.” 

And, she added. Repub- 
licans have tagged the presi- 
dent with variety of nasty 
labels. 

“On deficit reduction, 
the Republicans labelled 
him as a tax and spend, 
president,” she said. (Mr. 
Clinton has been one of few 
presidents to directly call 
for an increase in taxes to 
battle the deficit) “And on 
health care, they painted 


him and Hillary as ‘big gov- 
ernment and big spen- 
ders’." 

All this added to the fact 
that some people “just 
don't like Bill,” she said. 
Since bis campaign, Mr. 
Clinton has had to fight 
allegations of infidelity, 
fend off criticism of an 
Arkansas real estate invest- 
ment gone bad, defend bis 
wife's questionable invest- 
ment in cattle futures and 
most recently address 
allegations of sexual harass- 
ment daring his gov- 
ernorship in Arkansas. “He 
has never completely shed 
his ‘Slick Willie title,” Ms. 
Drew said. “And his ability 
to shade the truth has really 
turned people off.” 

Can the Republicans 
manage affairs any better? 
The contract has already 
been introduced to the 
House and debate on a wel- 
fare proposal has started as 
well as a rewrite of the 
crime bill. 

“The welfare proposal 


has some draconian prop- 
ositions (which include bar- 
ring unwed mothers under 
age 18 from receiving wel- 
fare),” she said, “But I 
think they will succeed in 
shifting the terms of under- 
standing about what wel- 
fare should be.” 

The crime bill is moving 
more towards punishment 
than prevention, Ms. Drew 
said, with the aim of the 
actions being to give prison- 
ers fewer opportunities to 
appeal, ana make search 
and seizure easier, design- 
ing “a radical overhaul of 
the government role in 
crime." 

But she said, the Repub- 
licans have to keep moving 
things forward and quickly, 
since Americans are nearly 
out of patience with their 
politicians. “If they don't- 
accomplish enough, the 
public will become angry 
and cynical,” she said. 

The Republican victory 
came at a critical time for 
U.S. politics — 1996 elec- 


tions are just around the 
corner. Ms. Drew said 
there is a possibility that 
Mr. Clinton, who has 
already stated his intentions 
to run for a second term, 
may face a Democratic 
challenger in the primaries. 

“We don’t know yet,” 
she said, “Gephardt, Bill 
Bradley. Bob Kerry — they 
won't decide until later.” 

If Mr. Clinton runs, she 
Said, there will have to be a 
third party to give him a 
chance. “If it wasn’t for 
Perot in 1992, (Clinton)- 
may not have made it,” she 
pointed out. “He only had a 
43 per cent plurality (elec- 
toral vote).” 

In addition, she said, Mr. 
Clinton will have to fold a 
way to “energise” the tradi- 
tional liberal Democrats 
who suffered a huge 
“psychoiogjcal blow” fol- 
lowing the congressional 
elections. This will be diffi- 
cult, she said, as Mr. Clin- 
ton is meanwhile moving to 
the centre of the political 
spectrum. 



Palestinian youths throw stones at Israeli soldiers during dashes in Hebron rdhgee 
lamp of A1 Fawwar on Wednesday 

Israel: Pullout possible in May 

(Continued from page 1) 


Palestinian territories to a 
halt to Jewish settlement and 
a timetable for military rede- 
ployment on the West Bank 
and elections to an autonomy 


council. 

PLO senior negotiator 
Hassan Asfour also explained 
that the Palestinians would 
accept a gradual puli back, 
providing it took place 
according to an agreed timet- 


able and was completed be- 
fore elections. 

“Arafat and Rabin will dis- 
cuss this point tomorrow,” he 
said. “They will also discuss 
all the Israeli measures 
against the Palestinians.” 


Clashes 
in Hebron 

(Continued from page I) 

of them to dear the area of 
debris. 

On Tuesday Israeli soldiers 
shot dead a 16-year-old 
Palestinian and wounded 1 
seven people during clashes 
near Hebron. 

A leader of the outlawed 
Kach movement evaded 
house arrest Wednesday to 
pray at the grave of Gold- 
stein. 

“I am not afraid of the 
police,” Baruch Marzel told 
AFP after visiting the grave 
of the man he calls “holy.” 
Hardline settlers have 
turned the $rave at Kiryat 
Arba into a site of pilgrimage 
and put up a stone monu- 
ment. 

It is about five kilometres 
from the centre of Hebron, 
where Mr. Marzel lives. He 
had to go through at least 
three army posts to reach the 
settlement. 

“I went with some other 
who are also under 
use arrest," he boasted, 
but refused to give their 
names. 

Extremist settlers are due 
to hold a memorial service in 
Kiryat Arba, where Gold- 
stein lived, on Thursday. 



A Palestinian mother tries to save her boy from brfwg 
arrested by an Israeli soldier suspected of throwing stones 
during dashes in Hebron (AFP photo) 


Arabs 
spiff' .... 
over 
treaty 

(Caatimud from page 1) 
he told AFP. 

“They apparently did not 
like an opinion piece written 
kind of totalitarian mea- 
by a former ambassador to 
foe United Nations and could 
not be couched in a more 
courteous way." 

The former envoy, Yehuda 
Blum, wrote in Monday's 
edition of the newspaper that 
Foreign Minister Amr Musa 
end bis predecessor Esmat 
Abdul Meguid were “scep- 
tics, if not outright oppo- 
nents, of the Israel-Egypt 
peace process." 

He said that they and Osa- 
ma A1 Baz, an adviser to 
President Hosni Mubarak, 
were termed “rcjectionists” 
by their own colleagues. 

“As long as Musa and Ai 
Baz occupy centre stage in 
Egyptian foreign' policy, this 
must serve to indicate a con- 
tinuin'* course of containing 
Israel and ‘reducing it to its 
natural size’,’’ Mr. Blum 
said. 

The ban came amid the 
war of words between the 
two countries over Israel’s 
refusal to join the NPT. 


Chechenya 

(Continued from page X) 

Ingushetia’s Interior Minis- 
try. “And the army is die 
army — it’s like a car that’s in 
motion and it’s not going to 
stop." 

But members of the 
Chechen presidential guard 
said Mr. Dudayev controlled 
all fighters arid any agree-’ 
xnent would be honoured by 
all. 

More talks would be held 
on Friday , ITAR-TASS news 
agency quoted Chechen com- 
mander Basayev as saying. 

Interfax news agency said 
agreement had been reached 
separately to hand over dead 
and wounded from the two- 
month conflict in the north 
Caucasus territory in which 
hundreds, perhaps thousands 
of people, have been killed. 

It said the more difficult 
question of exchanging pris- 
oners had yet to be addressed 

For Mr. Yeltsin, the cease- 
fire — whch extended a tem- 
porary partial truce that co- 
vered only heavy weapons — 
“^proved the backdrop for 

his state-of-the-nation 
address to parliament on 
Thursday. 


‘Jordan will pursue quest’ 


(Continued from page J) 

tionship with foe Palestinians, 
before they are able, under 
conditions of freedom, t* 
choose what they want. 

The King said that Jordan 
has no ambitions outside its 
territory and “if the .Hashe- 
nrites bad ambitious, they 
would not have ended up 
where they are now” 
However, King Hussein 
stressed the special role the 
Kingdom has bad in Jeru- 
salem, saying there would 
have been no end to accusa- 
tions against the Kingdom 
had its treaty with Israel not 
included, a reference to the 
Holy City. ' 

The King said that Jeru- 
salem is “very, very impor- 
tant to us, sensitive to us all, 
particularly here in Jordan 
(as it was) part of the terri- 
tory that our forces defended 
in 48, 49 and 67.” 

The King said that the 
Kingdom has “no wish to 
play the role of others" in 
Jerusalem, saying that the 
Kingdom's oxstoaianship of 
the holy sites m foe city is in 
tine with international legi- 
timacy. 

■The King stressed that a 
renunciation of the King- 
dom's role in Jerusalem 
would be very dangerous be- 
fore the final status negotia- 
tions between Israel and the 
Palestinians are completed. 
Jordan will end its role there 
when the Palestinians are in a 
position to take control of the 
holy sites in the city, he said,* 
The Monarch added that 
Jerusalem’s holy shrines 
should not be part of political 
sovereignty and most be 
“given a status above all 
that.” “This is the only 
that can work,”a 
King said. 

Expressing hope that Jor- . 
dan’s democratic march can 
be a positive influence in the 
region. King Hussein reiter- 


ated commitment to demo- 
cracy and respect of the law 
in the country. , - 

But the Kingsaid be feared 
for “democracy from those 
who profess to be demo- 
crats.” 

* Responding to a question, 
the King said that a visit by a 
number of opposition parties 
to Syria late last month is' 
being looked into to see if it 
violated the law. 

-During then* visit, foe lead- 
ers of the eight leftist and 
pan-Arabist parties criticised 
Jordan for agoing the peace 
treaty . witb_ Israel and praised 
foe Syrian postion as the 
only strong one against 
-Israeli plans to dominate foe 
region'. 

The visit was severely criti- 
cised by mainstream Jorda- 
nian politicians and observers 
who accused the parties of 
laying into the hands of a 


Responding to a question 
cm the modernisation of the 
aimed forces, foe King said it 
is urgent to modernise the 
army in order to deter 
threats;, “physical or in- 
direct,” that may face foe 
country, protect ite comnrit- 
ments and counter terrorism, 
as well as participating in 
U.N. peacekeeping missions. 

The Kingdom “will always 
' have a regional role to play,” 
King Hussein told reporters. 

His Majesty reiterated his 
concern over the plight of the 
Iraqi people saying that foe 
“government notwithstand- 
ing, our feelings are for foe 
Iraqi people.” 

But the King said Jordan, 
wtndi never supported foe 
Iraqi invasion of Kuwait and 
sought to solve foe conflict 
through ending the occupa- 
tion, has not been able to 
influence Iraq. 

The King said that Jordan 
'was not involved in any 
Israeli-Iraqi talks “if” the two 
countries were indeed in con- 
tact. 


Experts see Saudi- Yemeni clash 

(Confomed frura page 1) ** 

v agree me nt that allows Yeme- 

nis privileged entry into foe 

of difference, ” he said. 

Sheikh Ahmar’s remarks in 
Riyadh contradicted a state- 
ment Tuesday by Yemeni 
President Ali Abdullah 
Saleh, indicating that foe 
negotiations have bogged 
down. ■ . .... - , - 

. * Mr* SaWh stressed tfaatYey 
men “would not fight” foe 
Saadis. But “we will not 
accept more seizures of 
Yemeni lands," he added. 

Mr. Saleh complained that 
“the Saudis refuse arbitration 
even though it is specified in 
the Taif agreement." “For 
us, it is either God’s justice or 
arbitration.” 

The acceptable solution, 
be said, was one that would 
be “comprehensive" and im- 


femen also rejected the 
“divisive” approach that foe 
Syiwfe are puxsumg, disting- 
uishing between borders that 
existed between foe kingdom 
and the former North Yemen 
andjfopse, with the foongr 
he sakkav.^ 

* The two. Yemeni merged 
in May 1990. The Taif agree- 
ment, which ended a border 
war, was signed only with the 
former North Yemen. 

The border issue has flared 
periodically and in recent 
years, relations between 
Sanaa and Riyadh have de- 
teriorated. The latest erup- 
tions along the border occur- 
red last December, with 
several armed dashes. 


Ramadan turns Cairo 
into feast for senses 


CAIRO (AFP) — Cairo’s ex- 
tremes are never more appa- 
rent than- during the 
Holy Month of Ramadan, 
with the rich feasting on the 
atmosphere of teeming 
streets while the poor enjoy 
dishes they normally only 
dream of tasting. - 

In a bold in the select 
Zamalek district a Cot 
Christian businessman 
staged for his Muslim friends 
a mock-up of a Cairo alley- 
way, minus the dust and 
pollution, as the setting for 
suhur, the last meal before- 
sunrise. 

Hassaballab, a popular 
brass band formed at foe turn 
of foe century, greets women 
dad in mink coats and men in 
smart suits, who walk 
through a cardboard citys- 
cape depicting a market and 
dilapidated houses. 

The scene also features tra- 
ditional musharabiyeh — de- 
corative wooden lattices 
through which women can 
seen the street while remain- 
ing hidden from view. 

An extra slice of realism is 
provided by a streetseller 
hawking sweet potatoes, bis 
six-year-old daughter pushing 
a barrow, a seller of jasmine 
necklaces and another offer- 
ing koshary, a popular dish 
consisting of rice, lentils, 
macaroni and onions. 

They all watch the pageant 
with awe, transported from 
foe bustling streets for a few 
hours. 

Tables groan with smoked 
salmon and glazed chestnuts 
from famous Parisian cater- 
ers alongside traditional 
Egyptian dishes, while 
women dressed in flowing jet- 
labahs serve dried fruit and 
sweetmeats. - 

Hoda Onsy, a business- 
man's wife, describes the lav- 
ish Ramadan feast as a “royal 

% only thing missing 
was champagoe — but you - 
know, it is Ramadan.” 


She denies that such ex- 
tra vagence is wasteful. 

“When you have money 
you have to keep up a certain 
standard and do what people 
expect from you. You cannot 
invite the wealthiest people 
in Cairo and give them a 
*fouT (bean) sandwich and 
say that’s it’.” 

The guests are seated on 
cushions so as not to detract 
from foe decor. Instead of 
alcohol they are offered her- 
bal teas flavoured with hibis- 
cus and cinnamon, and in- 
stead of cigars they smoke 
hubble-bubble pipes. 

Famous' singers take thefr 
'turns on foe stage while belly 
dancers wearing skimpy 
skirts perform on the dance 
floor and tables. 

One of the dancers, carried 
away by foe rhythm, takes off 
her black scarf and wraps it 
round her swaying hips pro- 
vocatively. 

Meanwhile, in the working 
class Ai Hussein quarter the 
poor enjoy the illusion or 
prosperity at sundown, re- 
galed with fare courtesy of 
Cairo's wealthier citizens. 

The charity -tables set out 
in front of the main mosque 
offer soup, rice and meat — a 
luxury many -can never 
afford. 

Hussein Abdul Ati, a taxi 
driver, says be would rather 
be with his family, “tat I 
sometimes bring them here to 
eat meat." 

Seated under multico- 
loured canopies, the 
“damned of the earth” and 
even , minor government em- 
ployees savour honey cakes 
and other delicacies.:' 

Singers from the provinces 
cheer them .up with tradition- 
al or reUpoiis songs whhe foe 
billowing skirts- of " whirling . 
dervishes provide a feast for 
.the eye.. .... 

Ahmad -feid, a roadsweep- ; 
er, says-iiis favourite charity 
tables are . foe- ones in AI 
Hussein Street. 
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UAE non-oil sector peaks in 1994 


Middle East’s ‘Hong Kong’ 
expects record trade in ’95 


Santer to stick to single EU currency timetable 


DUBAI. United Arab Emi- 
rates (AFP) — The Gulf emi- 
rate of Dubai, dubbed the 
Hong Kong of the Middle 
Hast, expects its non-oil trade 
to hit a record in 1995 due to 
a business upturn in the Gulf. 

Trade is projected to rise 
by 10.5 per cent to S0.37 
billion dirhmas ($21.89 bil- 
lion) this year from 72.73 
billion dirhams ($19.81 bil- 
lion) in 1994. the Dubai 
Chamber of Commerce and 
Industry said Tuesday. 

Imports will grow by 1 1 per 
cent to 64.24 billion dirhams 
($17.50 billion) from 57.89 
billion dirhams ($15.77 bil- 
lion) and exports by 10 per 
cent ta 4.37 billion dirhams 
($1.19 billion) from 3.97 bil- 
lion dirhams (SI. OS billion), 
the chamber said in a study. 

Reexports are forecast to 
increase by S.2 per cent to 
11.75 billion dirhams ($3.20 
billion) from 10.S6 billion 
dirhams ($2.95 billion). 

“This year will be a record 
yer for trade due to an econo- 
mic upturn in the United 
Arab Emirates (UAE) and 
other Gulf countries." a 
chamber official told AFP. 
“Another factor is the open- 
ing of new markets for our 
exports and reexports, in- 
cluding East Europe and for- 
mer Soviet Union." 

Dubai is the main tranship- 
ment centre in the region, 
handling more than one fifth 
of the non-oil trade of Gulf 
Cooperation Council (GCC) 
states — Saudi Arabia. 
Bahrain. Kuwait. Oman. 
Qatar and the UAE. 

The emirate, the second 
biggest member of the UAE. 
has used its oil wealth to 
develop its ports to face 
growing business. Its Rashid 
and Jebel Ali ports now rank 
among the biggest 15 har- 
bours in the world. 

Its free trade zone of Jebel 
Ali is also the largest in the 
region, with more than 700 
companies, investing over $1 
billion. 

Hundreds of thousands of 
people from Russia and other 
communist nations pour into 
the emirate every year to buy 
electronics, among the 
cheapest in the Middle East 
given its low customs tariffs. 


Around 25 per cent of 
Duba'i reexports go to neigh- 
bouring Iran while the rest 
cover the markets of Saudi 
Arabia. Kuwait. India. Pakis- 
tan. Hong Kong. China. 
Singapore. Thailand and 
other countries. 

Official reports have 
showed that the UAE non-oil 
sector surged to its highest 
level in 1994 as the Gulf 
OPEC producer pressed 
ahead with attempts to diver- 
sify its economy and cushion 
the impact of unpredictable 
crude prices. 

The gross domestic pro- 
duct (GDP) in the non-oil 
sector peaked at S8.4 billion 
dirhams ($24.08 billion) in 
1994 accounting for 66.2 per 
cent of the tofal GDP. 

This compared with 83.7 
billion dirhams ($22.8 billion) 
in 1993, a growth of 5.6 per 
cent, according to the figures 
by the planning ministry and 
the state- run Emirates In- 
dustrial Bank. 

"The non-oii sector has 
steadily grown over the past 
decade due to efforts to di- 
versify 1 the economy." the 
bank said in a study. 

Although crude exports 
still provide the bulk of the 
UAEs national income, the 
figures showed the non-oil 
sector has become immune to 
crude price fluctuations as a 
steady expansion caused by 
intensive investment enabled 
several sectors to sustain 
growth without reliance on 
government spending. 

The focus has been on the 
industrial sector because of 
the limited farm and tourism 
potential of the arid desert 
country. 

A breakdown showed non- 
oil industries, mostly cement, 
chemicals, food, clothes and 
other light products, had 
steadily grown since 1984. 
with their GDP hitting a re- 
cord 12 billion dirhams ($3.26 
billion) in 1994. 

The UAE and other Gulf 
states launched an indus- 
trialisation drive to offset 
large losses from weak prices 
that have plummetted to 
nearly half their 1980 level. 

This, coupled with lower 
output by Saudi Arabia, 
slashed their oil eamings to 


around one third of their 
1980 income. 

In the UAE. the oil sector 
has sharply fluctuated due to 
changes in prices and produc- 
tion. Official figures showed 
oil contributed around 48 bil- 
lion dirhams ($13.07 billion) 
to the GDP in 1984 compared 
with nearly 60 billion dirhams 

($16.34 billion) in 1990. 

It dived to less than 30 
billion dirhams ($8.17 billion ) 
in 1986, when crude prices 
tumbled to below $10 due to 
a production war within the 
Organisation of Petroleum 
Exporting Countries (OPEC) 
and other producers. 

Oil has remained the domi- 
nant factor in the UAEs 
GDP until it began to lose 
ground to other' sectors 10 
years ago. 

In 19S4. it contributed 
nearly 47 per cent to the 
GDP while share fell to 
around 45 per cent in 1988. to 
40 per cent in 1992 and 33.8 
per cent in 1994. 

The UAE produces around 
2.16 million barrels per day 
of oil under an OPEC quota 
agreement and it has used its 
oil wealth to develop other 
sectors. 

Public and private invest- 
ment in the non-oii sector has 
totalled more than 95 billion 
dirhams ($25.88 billion) since 
1991. 

"The non-oil sector has 
steadily grown over the past 
years despite persistent cuts 
in government expenditure 
due' to low oil prices.” an 
economic expert said. “This 
shows the private sector is 
playing a greater role in the 
economy and it is no longer 
heavily dependent on govern- 
ment spending.” 

E1B figures showed the 
UAEs total GDP grew by 
around two per cent in cur- 
rent prices to 133.5 billion 
dirhams ($36.3 billion) in 
1994 from 130.9 billion 
dirhams ($35.66 billion) in 
1993. 

The growth occurred de- 
spite a decline in oil earnings 
to nearly 45.1 billion dirhams 
($12.28 billion) from 47.1 bil- 
lion dirhams ($12.83 billion) 
because of a price drop of 
nearly $1. 


STRASBOURG, France (R) 
— European Commission 
President Jacques Santer 
pledged Wednesday to stick 
to the timetable for creating a 
single EU currency and side- 
stepped a row with British 
Euro-sceptics over border 
controls. 

In a speech outlining the 
commission’s work plans for 
1995, Mr. Santer told the 
European Parliament his 
priorities would include fight- 
ing fraud in the 15-nation 
bloc, boosting industrial com- 
petitiveness and work on in- 
formation technologies. 

He said the commission 

would work to complete the 
EU's single market, but 
made no direct reference to 
lifting the union's internal 
border controls, a subject 
which has inflamed the row 
over Europe among Britain's 
ruling Conservative Party. 

The detailed work plan 
presented to Euro-MPS com- 


mits the commission to work 
for a law to remove passport 
checks at internal borders. 

* British Prime Minister 
John Major vowed Tuesday 
to veto any such move when 
it is eventually brought be- 
fore member states for 
approval. 

Britain jealously guards its 
rights to check passports at its 
borders, partly to monitor 
immigration. Most of the 
other EU states are in the 
process of abandoning pass- 
port controls for movement 
within the bloc. 

Mr. Santer’s remarks on a 
single currency, simply com- 
mitting himself to follow ex- 
isting rules, could also fuel 
the arguments in London, 
where Conservative Party in- 
fighting over Europe is taking 
its toll on the British pound. 

“The timetable has been 
agreed,” Mr. Santer said re- 
ferring to the move towards a 
single currency. “I am simply 


asking that we stick to it." 

He said the commission 
would bolster efforts for the 
union to make the most of 
opportunities in information 
tedmologies and audiovisual 
fields, a source of jobs for 
Europe. 

“It is essential that Europe 
carve out a place for itself at 
the forefront of these mar- 
kets to ensure competitive 
jobs today and new jobs 
tomorrow/’ Mr. Santer said. 

The subject wQJ be tackled 
during a Brussels conference 
of the .Group of Seven most 
industrialised countries on 
Feb. 24 to 26. 

Mr. Santer pledged farther 
work on creating road and 
rail networks across western 
Europe, saying the projects 
would bring fresh life and 
trade to regions. 

“They must be built. I can 
only advise those who doubt 
the value of such projects to 
note the enthusiasm of those 


Arabs hit by high food deficit 
despite farming potential 


ABU DHABI (AFP) — 
Arab states have a deficit of 
around $10 billion a year in 
their farming trade although 
arable land is more than 
enough to make them self- 
sufficient. official reports said 
Wednesday. 

The food gap in the Arab 
League’s 22 members, the 
difference between their farm 
imports and exports, accumu- 
lated to nearly SS8 billion 
between 1985 and 1993, 
according to the reports by 
the Arab Organisation for 
Agricultural Development 
(AOAD) and the Abu 
Dhabi-based Arab Monetary 
Fund (AMF). 

The deficit peaked to a 
10-year high of $13.1 billion 
in 1988 before it eased to 
around $8.6 billion in 1991 
and $9.5 billion in 1993. 

It covered most farm pro- 
ducts but cereal and meat 
suffered more. The cumula- 
tive deficit in cereal stood at 
around $42 billion and meat 
at nearly $12.5 billion. 

The other products 
affected included vegetables 
and fruit, dairy products, 
sugar, tea and coffee. 

Fish was the only product 
to have recorded a surplus of 
around $4.14 billion during 


the same period, according to 
the figures. 

The Arab food gap has 
persisted for most years since 
the 1960s due to improper 
government policies, failure 
to exploit arable land, lack of 
incentives and investment, 
poor infrastructure and 
irrigation problems. 

The region's arable land is 
estimated at around 198 mil- 
lion hectares (490 million 
acres) but less than one third 
is exploited, the AOAD 
study said. 

“Development of the agri- 
cultural sector in the Arab 
World is facing economic, 
natural and financial obsta- 
cles,” it said. “They include 
primitive irrigation and farm- 
ing methods, poor infrastruc- 
ture, imbalances in regional 
markets, lack of farm incen- 
tives and investments, and 
government interference by 
imposing taxes or fixing 
prices." 

It said nearly 80 per cent of 
the cultivated Arab land de- 
pended on rainfall and the 
rest on irrigation. But it 
added irrigation was ineffi- 
cient in most Arab countries 
due to lack of technology. 

‘‘Around 12,000. cubic. 


British inflation jumps as recovery loses pace 


LONDON (R) — British in- 
flation rose sharply in Janu- 
ary to 3.3 p$r cent, sparking 
concern that interest rates 
will have to rise again. 

Unemployment fell to a 
three-year low in the same 
month but consumer confi- 
dence still looked shaken as 
retail sales dropped by an 
unexpectedly large 0.9 per 
cent, according to official sta- 
tistics released Wednesday. 

Sterling, already badly rat- 
tled this week by divisions 
over Europe in Prime Minis- 
ter John Major's govern- 


ment. continued to slide 
against the mark and the 
stock market softened. 

Britain's pound slipped ab- 
out half a pfennig to 2.3538 
marks on the news, and the 
London stock market's key 
FTSE 100 index shed six 
points. 

The annual rate of retail 
price increases jumped in 
January to 3.3 per cent from 
2.9 in December. The under- 
lying rate of inflation, which 
strips out the cost of home 
loans, also rose strongly, hit- 
ting 2.8 per cent after De- 


cember’s 2.5. 

Market analysts fear 
another interest rate rise 
could be needed to quell in- 
flation. British interest rates, 
last raised in early February, 
are currently at 6.75 per cent. 

The treasury, reacting to a 
raft of statistics that gave the 
month's most detailed snap- 
shot on the state of the eco- 
nomy, insisted that the recov- 
ery looked healthy and sus- 
tainable. 

“There is still a good deal 
of spare capacity in this eco- 
nomy.” Employment Secret- 


ary Michael Portillo said after 
the figures were released. 

Unemployment has fallen 
every month for the past 
year, dropping to a three- 
year low. The total was cut by 
27,500 in January to 8.9 per 
cent of the workforce. 

Consumer confidence still 
looked fragile despite Bri- 
tain's steady recovery from 
its most crippling recession in 
50 years — "retail sales 
volumes fell by 0.9 per cent in 
January after a 0.5 increase in 
December. 

Other average eamings in- 


creased by 3.75 per cent in 
the year to December, the 
same as November. 

The figures were released 
the day after the British cur- 
rency hit its lowest level 
against the mark for two 
years. 

The constant wrangling in 
Britain's divided Conserva- 
tive government has un- 
nerved financial markets 
which fear Mr. Major could 
be toppled by the opposition 
Labour Pary at the next 
general election, due by May 
1997. 


metres (420,000 cubic feet) of 
water are used in the irriga- 
tion of one hectar (2.5 acres) 
while only 7,500 (262,500 
cubic feet) are actually 
needed. 

“This shows around one 
third of the water resources is 
wasted," it said. 

It said Arab farm output 
grew by only 0.6 per cent in 
1993 compared with 1992 
while the agricultural sector's 
contribution to the gross 
domestic product (GDP) in- 
creased to $71.8 billion from 
$67.3 billion. 

A breakdown showed such 
a contribution exceeded 15 
per cent in such fertile coun- 
tries as Iraq. Sudan, Leba- 
non. Syria and Morocco, 
while it was as low as two to 
six per cent in the oil-rich 
Gulf, which is mostly desert. 

Arab officials have repe- 
atedly voiced concern over 
the widening food gap. saying 
it carried economic and poli- 
tical hazards as a large part of 
their agricultural imports 
come from the West. 

“Gulf states have the funds 
for farm investment in fertile 
member states but they 
appear reluctant to do so for 
political reasons,” one expert 
said. . ( . . . 

AOAD figures showed 
-iArab c&real production 
slightly declined to 41.49 mil- 
lion tonnes in 1993 from 
42.22 million tonnes in 1992. 

Wheat output fell to 18.27 
million tonnes from 19 mil- 
lion tonnes while rice drop- 
ped to 4.06 million tonnes 
from 4.14 million tonnes and 
barley to 6.58 million tonnes 
from 6.68 million tonnes. 

Most other products also 
declined except meat, dairy, 
fish and oil. 

By the end of 1993, the 
Arab World had 40.2 million 
cows, 120.7 million sheep, 
58.7 million goats and 10.4 
million camels, the figures 
showed. 


THE BETTER HALF 


By Glasbergen 


who have already had occa- 
sion to use the Channel Tun- 
nel,” he said. 

He urged EU countries to 
complete rales for the EU's 
market for electricity and gas 
or face commission action. 

“We should complete the 
internal markets in electricity 
and natural gas this year. If 
we find that the council (of 
ministers) has made no 
progress, the commission will 
have to take mattere into its 
own hands,” Mr. Santer said. 

He said the union must 


develop a “genine employ- 
ment policy,” something 
which could be achieved by 
improving industrial compete . 
tiveness through research and 
by promoting quality. 

On external relations he 
referred to what he said was a 
desire among the EU’s part- 
ners for closer bade links. 

“We must take advantage 
of this reality, but to do so we 
first need a common foreign 
and security policy that is 
worthy of the name and 
actually works," he said. 


HOROSCOPE 

FORECAST FOR THURSDAY FEBRUARY 16, 1995 

By Thomas S. Pierson, Astrologer, Carroll Righter Foundation 

ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) You are able to get the support you 
need for i mp ortant projects from good friends who have the means. 
Then get busy later on at those tasks ahead of you and complete 
than quickly. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) Contact individuals who will help 
you make your p rop ert y more valuable and comfortable. See bow to 
add to present income appreciably in an ethical fashion. Spend 
tonight with friends. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) Talking over-some pr obl ems with a 
person who thinks differently from yon this morning will help you 
can solve them -quickly. Kin help yon with some task that is most 
boring for yon. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to July 21) If you waste too much time 
worrying about a problem this morning, yon are not going to 
accomplish very much, so toss it aside for now. Tomorrow the right 
solution comes to you. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) Talk over that new project with a friend 
and then see about getting the financial backing you need for it this 
evening. Forget social life, since little or nothing would come of h. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 22) Stndy that public problem 
well before you try to handle it today. Show that you are not a ! 
superficial person. Others are depending on you to get the work 
done well and without fail. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to October 22) You have inspired ideas 
about how* to pur new life into old projects that will make them 
successful inmwd of discouraging failures. Information from one 
overseas can be helpful. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to November 21) Plans must be well worked 
out today if you want to handle responsibilities satisfactorily. Don’t 
rely on advisors since they are busy. Come to your own c onc iusi oni. 
SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to December 21) Pay attention to 
the ideas of an associate and do not look to big wigs to do more for 
you. Spend this evening with people who. have the same mind set as 
you and can lend a band. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to January 20) This is an ideal day to 
attend to tasks that only you can handle property and do so in a 
clever and ingenious way. expressing some particular talent that yon 
have is also good. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to February 19) A romantic interest has 
some rather strange ideas today, so smile them away and do not 
break up the relationship. Tomorrow they win most likely be 
forgotten. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 20) You had better cooperate with 
what family has in mind or you can certainly be the laser as wefl as 
they. Ridding yourself of the cause of tensions at home would be 
wise tins evening. 

FORECAST FOR FRIDAY FEBRUARY 17, 1995 

ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) Good day to enjoy recreation with 
people yon Eke. Put that skill to work also that is exclusively yours. 
Try not to get to bed too late this evening. 


[ TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) Doing 
the most such as buying little gifts that 
iwise.'in the morning. 


ver will please famil y 
ypur .tbougttbhM. is. 



GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) Ideal day for that tittle trip you have 
long waited to take or for working on mechanical things that will 
appeal to you. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to July 21) Concentrate on how to 
add to present security in an ethical and dever way. Be active this 
afternoon and this evening, listen to what an expert has to suggest. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) You are dever and magnetic today and 
can accomplish much through the traits. So get busy contacting key 
people. Entertaining or being entertained is favourable. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 22) You have some plans that can 
be put in mo Don easily in the coming days. Talk over the prindples 
of same with those you want to work along with you. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to October 22) Get out of die regular rut and 
enjoy the company of good friends you like. Repay some social 
obligations you may have and show your generosity of spirit. 
SCORPIO: (October 23 to November 21) Contact the trig wig early 
who can assist you with some worthy affairs that mean modi to you. 
Put credit matters behind you with clarity and efficiency. 
SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to December 21) This is a great day 
to get out to hew scenes and personalities that can be helpful to you. 
Contact persons who can make your advancement easier. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to January 20) Use your intuition and 
dear up those problems you have in’ a most astute fashion. Make 
sure you do not hurt one who is a friend. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to February 19) Sh down early with 
associates and decide on future actions which will lead to greater 
s ucce ss. Being more tactful wiU rid you of any oppos i t i o n you may 
have. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 20) Good day for getting much of 
that accumulated task completed and out of tire way early. Adding 
comforts to borne is important. Plan how to have more leisure in the 
future. 

Birthstone of February: Amethyst — Onyx 


THE Daily Crossword 


by Rogsr Jurgovsn 


ACROSS 
1 French c5y 

5 Wo* is mol 
9 Beam 

1 * Monster 
IS Spanish pointer 
1C Greek letter 
17 ■ — e-bree 
18Mmfc*ed 

19 — gin fez 

20 Certain 

typewriter key 

22 Otter verbaly 

23 Skating jump 
2« Detectable 

decapod 
26 World — 

29 Heap 

30 Factory 

31 Certain greeting 

36 Laborer of old 

37 Taylor oMIms 
36 YbSbs 

39 Sash 

41 Gluts 

42 Travel 

43 — Monday 

44 Ford again 

4B Accomplishm e nt 

49 Apportion 

50 ineffectual 

55 Robust 

56 landed 

57 EnpBsh river 
SB Search party 
59 Rebel 

« Plan* Peter 

61 Smirk 

62 Cany 

63 Derived 

DOWN 

1 “Georgia Peach' 

2 Taj Matai 3*0 

3 — (tie Red 

4 Certain gown 
features 

SArfuetsioa 

soedOaduse 

6 BoBvian capdal 

7 StrGunwea 

8 Kepi bom active 
BBrtkapeuon 

9 Flashing Bgha 
10 Lade 

H Pardon 
12 Mata amends . 



OlHSTitoniUMaGvv'CM.lnc. 

a n p eewt 


Paste solva* 


13 WavaompfeSer 
21 Fat 

25 Ye — tea 
shoppe 

26 Farce out in e 
. stream 

27 lioness of note 

28 Indian princess 

29 VehretWi 

31 Advantageous 
beginning 

32 Strategic cen tr al 
region 

33 Voice 

34 City on the 
Dnieper 

35 Being 

37 Basebaa state 

40 Harness racer 

41 Iranian 


□OQQB □□□□ □□□□ 
[□□□□□ EJUUQ QQQQ 
□□□□□ □□□□□□□BO 
imaaaDGBBQ □□□□□ 
□□□□ □□□□□□ 
□□□ODD QDQQ 
□□ua □□□tju □□□ 
□□□BDBBDnODnDQa 
□□□ □□□□□ naan 

GDQU □□□BOB 
□□□□□□ BOBB 

□□□□□ □nnaanano , 
□□□□□□dbc nance i 
□□□□ oaaa □□□ud ! 

UUUU □LJUU □HODS 


44 Gates 

45 John 

46 Near 

47 A wa k e n 


sovereign, cnee 48 Passed as 


51 Meet and 
vegetates sure 

52 AMys 

53 Ramil whs 
touch 

54 Winter**** 
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Investments 
climb to 
JD 408m 
in 1994 
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British Petroleum 
profits surge in ’94 


j. Statistics from the Minis- 
i try of Industry and Trade 
show that 4,462 companies 
. with a total capital of JD ; 
‘ 408.57 million were reg- 
] isiered at the ministry last 
year compared to 4.409 com- 
, panics capitalised at JD 
, 242.99 million in 1993. Public 
: shareholding companies top- 
, ped the list in 1994 with 25 
; cximpanies capitalised at JD 
| 2S1.20 million. Statistics re- 
: vealed high weakness in agri- 
, cultural investment as only 
I seven companies with a JD 
81.000 capital were reg- 
istered. The highest invest- 
ment was in the trading sec- 
tor with 851 companies capi- 
talised at JD 12.55 million 
followed by industrial invest- 
, ment with 469 firms (JD 
12.34 million capital). The 
statistics did not specify fore- 
ign investment in the King- 
dom nor did it specify the 
number of companies which 
ceased to exist (A1 Aswaq). 

■ir* The Municipality of 
Greater Amman (mGA) has 
finished a new study to build 
a bridge for cars coming from 
the area of the Ministry, of 
Interior's old premises to- 
wards Abdaii. Work on the 
bridge, which is expected to 
cost JD 1.5 million and take 
eipht months to complete, 
will begin in early June, 1995. 
MGA will also open a new 
Voad from A1 Qaisiyah and' 
Wadi Abdoun area to Unk 
with Queen Zein Street, near 
the American Embassy, and 
stretch up to the industrial 
area of Wadi AI Seer to ease^ 
the traffic .on. Zahrgn. -Street w 
which stretches from the First 
Circle to the Eighth Circle.' 
The bridge under construc- 
tion now near the Seventh 
Circle will be ready before 
'Eid Al ‘Fitr.’ Studies on a 
tunnel that will be built under 
Jabal Al QaJaa, are near 
completion and a tender will 
be issued for the project 
which is expected to begin in 
early summer and end within 
a year (Al Ra’i). 

☆☆ Marka Airport will be 
pot into regular service again 
starting June 1995. The old 
2 irport will serve Royal 
Jordanian planes on regional 
short flights. According to an 
airline official, two small air- 
craft with turbine engines 
each able to cany 50 passen- 
gers, will initially cover 
Aqaba, Sharm Al Sheikh 
Taba and Alexandria and 
sometimes Cairo. Beirut, 
Damascus and Larnaca (Al 
Ra’i). 

** Sources at the Ministry 
of Municipal ' and Rural 
Affairs and the Environment 
expect the municipalities to 
receive a total revenue of JD 
20 million this year from va- 
Jous fees. The number of 
municipalities has increased 
to 259 in 1995 from 174 i» 
1994 as 85 village councils 
have been elevated to muni- 
cipalities (Al Ra'i). 

** Palestinian National Au- 
thority (PNA) Communica- 
tions Minister Abdul Hafiz 
Al Ashhab said the PNA ' 
would 'give priority to Jorda- 
nian companies and en- 
gineers to participate in plan- 
ning. studying and providing 
experience to Palestinian 
Projects (Al Ra’i). 

** The Ministry of Health 
isaied the second list of new 
prices for imported drugs, 
the average drop in prices 
was nine per cent, the same 
percentage as in the first list 
ssued last week. Prices were 
reduced on Swedish and Brit- 
sh drugs while an increase in 
Jrices affected drags from 
Switzerland, Germany and 
France. Prices of Italian 
hugs remained stable as they 
ire paid for in U.S. dollars 
Al Aswaq). 

The Arab Maritime 
fridge Company transported 
lore than eight million pas- 
sngers and carried more 
ian 30,000 tonnes of goods 

r een Jordan and Egypt 
year. The company re- 
ortedly made large profits 
iat exceeded even its capital 
hich was not disclosed (Al 
»wsaq) 


LONDON (R)— The British 
Petroleum (B.D.) Co. Pic has 
said its replacement-cost net 
income soared by nearly 70 
per cent to £3.52 billion 
(S2.38 billion) in 1994, 
helped by sharply lower costs 
and strong profits from che- 
micals. 

The oil major, Britain’s 
third largest company by 
capitalisation, raised its 
quarterly dividend by 20 per 
cent to three pence. 

B.P. said lower operating 
and finance costs, an im- 
proved sales mix and higher 
chemicals margins towards 
the year end more than offset 
an eight per cent fall in oil 
prices over the year and a 21 
per cent decline in worldwide 
oil refining margins. 

Replacement-cost profit 
before exceptional items rose 
by 32 per cent for the year to 
£1.48 billion (S2J2 billion). 

Replacement-cost net pro- 
fit in the fourth quarter rose 


to £411 million (S642.8 mil- 
lion) from £54 million (S84.45 
million) a year earlier as 
strong chemicals and im- 
proved exploration and pro- 
duction outweighed falls in 
refining margins. 

On a historical-cost basis, 
which includes gains or losses 
on the value of oil stocks, 
earnings for the vear were 
£1.58 billion (S2.47 billion), 
up from £615 million (S961.8 
million). 

B.P. said the results con- 
firmed its achievement ahead 
of plan of targets set in 1992 
to cut debt by $1 billion a 
year, limit capital expendi- 
ture to less than $5 billion 
and increase replacement 
cost profit before exception- 
al to S2 billion. 

Strong operating cash flow 
allowed debt repayment of 
£1.27 billion (S1.94 billion) in 
the year after settlement of a 
tax dispute with (he state of 
Alaska. 
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Markets 
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la OMpmUan with 
Cairo Amman Bank 


CVfTMQ 

Mew yoefc 
CIcm 
74/S '*5 

SltrttB* Pound ' 

J.56S5 

Dnticte M*rV 

7.50JI 

liiln Franc 

1.37*0 

Fmdi Franc 

S.SSfrl 

Jaf—oc Yen 

91 . 54 

Earapcaa Carrta) Hak 

7.2443 


HS-g-M 

; ■ SM3 
J.J7S5- 

91.57 

I.M7S” 


CUTOK) 

US. Dollar 
Sterling PMmd 
Dcaliche Mali. 

Swt» Franc 
French Franc 
Japanese Yen 
European Cnrrnx) Cnk 

l .irrt.a. bU wo far ewa n 

Mwi Watnh 


1 MTH 
$.17 

3 MTHSi 
6.00 

4 MTH5 
i.ll 

12 MTU 
6.93 

6.37 

4.7 6 

6.17 

7. 

4.75 

4.17 

5.00 

$.45 

3.37 

3.6f 

3.17 

■j.:$ 

5.31 

$.56 

$.17 

0.37 

2.06- 

:.06 

:.i: 

:.:$ 

$.71 

S.43 

6.C5 

6.17 


CSDiOz 

JtWGm J 

Metal 

USDjOz 

376.65 

7. £5 

Sitter 

4.77 


Tf I—-*-" -HTtHlun 

"cSnwej 

US. Dollar 

Surflng Pound 
DenUctie Mari 


French Franc 
Japanese Yen 1 
Da Id) Gnilder 
5v>c4U> Krona 


« J5.M995 


I5/J/I995 

Oiler 


Belgian Franc 


Currency 
Bihrafad Dliw 
Lebanese Lin' 
Saudi Rijtal 
Kuwaiti Dinar 
Qatari RJyl 
Egyptian Pound 
Omani Riynl 


Greek Drachma 1 
Cypriot Pound 


Bid | 

Offer 

1.1310 ' 

7.1510 

0.041730 ' 

0.042750 

0.1157 

0.1177 

2.3300 

I.34S0 

0.1901 

0.79207 

0.2000 

0.2730 

7.1060 

7.1760 

0.1141 

0.7907 

0.J77S 

0.3725 

7.4375 

7.5240 


LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 


LONDON (R) — Following are rhe buying and selling 
rates for leading world currencies and gold against the 
dollar at midsession on the London Foreign Exchange and 
bullion markets Wednesday. 


U.S. $1.00 costs 


1.4032/42 

1.5098/08 

1.6922/32 

1.2746/56 

31.06/10 

5.2365/15 

1604.6/5.6 

98.57/67 

7.3625/25 

6.6150/00 

5.9430/80 

SI .5614/24 


One sterling SI .5614/24 
One ounce of gold S376. 95/377.25 


Canadian dollar 
Deutsche marks 
Dutch guilders 
Swiss francs 
Belgian francs 
French francs 
Italian lire 
Japanese yen 
Swedish crowns 
Norwegian crowns 
Danish crowns 


mmm 



DOLLAR 


KENT A CAR 


\ 1 1 l„UI7.. 

WKSMmm 




Your First Choke 
in Cor Rental 


Shmeisani 

7*693399 


Nomura Securities 
suffers $202m loss 


TOKYO (AP) — Nomura 
Securities Co., Japan’s 
largest brokerage house, has 
said its corporate group suf- 
fered a pretax loss of 20 
billion yen (S202 million) in 
the first 10 months of fiscal 
1994. 

If Nomura’s companies fail 
to rebound in the final two 
months of the fiscal year, it 
will post its first-ever consoli- 
dated loss. 

Slumping business on the 
Tokyo Stock Exchange, poor 
performance by its sub- 
sidiaries, sluggish equity fi- 
nances in Europe and low- 
bond yields resulting from 
rising 'interest rates in the 
United States were to blame, 
Nomura said. 

In September last year, 
Nomura projected a full-year 
group profit of 70 billion yen 
(S707 million) for the current 
fiscal year ending March 31. 

The year began on a hope- 
ful note, with the stock mar- 


ket moving higher during the 
first six months of calendar 
1994. Nomura noted. But the 
market slumped thereafter. 

Average daily transactions 
on the Tokyo Stock Ex- 


Saudi Arabia prequalifies 
firms for phosphate project 


DUBAI IR) — Saudi Ara- 
bia's minerals department 
has preoualified 20 Saudi and 
foreign firms to bid for a $1 .7 
billion phosphate mining and 


change slumped from 350 bil- fertiliser project, one of 
lion yen ($3.54 billion) for several mineral schemes it 
the six months ended Sept, wants the private sector to 
30, to 280 billion yen (S2.S3 invest in. 
billion) in the four following Industry experts said the 
months. firms would bid for the pro- 

The weak stock market ject to mine 4.5 million ton- 


the six months ended Sept. 
30, to 280 billion yen (S2.S3 
billion) in the four following 
months. 

The weak stock market 
made conversions of bond 
issues into stock unattractive, 
leading to a fall in revenues 
from that business as wcO. 
Nomura said. 

Investment trust business 


also suffered, also leading to I months, " said one expert i 
a falloff in commission in- Saudi Arabia. 


a falloff in commission in- 
come, it said. 

Despite slumping business, 
in 1993 Nomura chalked up a 
consolidated pretax profit of 
67. S billion yen (S6S5 mil- 
lion) on revenues of 65S.3 
billion yen (S6.65 billion) in 
fiscal 1993. 


nes of phosphates annually at 
die Al Jaiamid deposit in 
northern Saudi Arabia. 

“It is a long process and 
probably there will not be a 
decision by the ministry for 
months, " said one expert in 


The ministry estimates the 
project would cost a total 
S1.74 billion — $741 million 
in set-up costs. $877 million 
for a fertiliser plant in the 
industrial city of Jubail and 
$147 million for mining — the 
experts said. 
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OOKPMtY 1 S RAKE 


ARAB aunt pze 

JORSAM KACXOKAZ. BAKE 
JORDAK ICATtami. BAKX / KZW 
3KDOSTRLAI. OKVTLOPMBKT BAXK 
THE BOOSING BANK 
JORDAN KUWAIT BAXK 
JORDAN GULP BASK 
JORDAN ZSXJUGC BAXK 
BDSZXESS SAXE 

a * it cm SAViBGAivvESTMor; ran boosxxg 
AHXAX BAKE FOR IHVXSTKEXT 
PHILADELPHIA IXVXSTXEX7 BAXK. 


CUXSUG PRICE 
PRICE 


187.530 

4.300 
4.2SO 
2.6S0 
6.C20 
3.000 
1.420 
3.7BO 
3.460 
3.100 

1.300 
1.420 


1&7.3S0 

4.310 

4.230 

2.650 

6.010 

3.990 

1-4BG 

3.780 

3.550 

3.100 

1.300 

1.420 


BAKES 


SECTOR 


MIDDLE EAST ZMSURAKCE 
ARABIAN SEAS INSURANCE 
JORDAN FRENCH INSURANCE 


INSURANCE 


SECTOR 


111506 INDEX VUKBSRi 1S9.70 
CHANGE : *0.03* 

31530 3.500 3.500 

265 1.950 1.900 

1115 2.430 2.430 

33300 INDEX NUMBER: 136.30 
CSABGE I -0.il> 


JORDANIAN ELECTRIC POWER 

7279 

11201 

1.530 

1.540 

JORDANIAN ELECTRIC POKER /KEN 

2 09 SO 

30131 

1.420 

1.440 

JORDAN HIMBH MINERAL 

ISO 

443 

2.950 

2.950 

ARAB INTERNATIONAL HOTELS 

laoo 

8712 

4 .820 

4. 840 

JORDAN RATIONAL SHIPPING LINES 

164 0C 

5S6S2 

3.400 

3.410 

NATIONAL PORTFOLIO SECURITIES 

3350 

7739 

2.300 

2.310 

UNITED KIDDLE EAST £ COmOOOfiE HOTELS 

23CC 

5611 

2.460 

2.440 

ARAB INTER. FOR INVESTMENT £ EDUCATION 

300C 

10933 

3.660 

• 3.640 


SERVICES 


S I e T O R 


130455 INDEX NUMBER: 132.07 
CHANGE : +0.09* 


THE JORDAN CEMENT FACTORIES 

THE ARAB POTASH/ NSW 

JORDAN PETROLEUM RKFIHARX 

THE INDUSTRIAL COMMERCIAL E AGRICULTURAL 

THE JORDAN WORSTED KILLS 

ARAB' PHARMACEUTICAL MANUFACTURING 

JORDAN CERAMIC INDUSTRIES 

THE JORDAN PIPES MANUFACTURING 

RAFIA INDUSTRIES 

DAR AL DANA DEVELOPMENT E IN V E S TME N T 

ARAB INVESTMENT E INERKATZOffAL TRACE 

ARAB ALUMINIUM INDUSTRY 

LZVE8T0CE & POULTRY 

ARAB PAPER CONVERTING fi TRADING 

JORDAN INDUSTRIES £ XATCH/JIKCO 

JORDAN SULPHO-CHEMZCALS 

ARAB CENT ER FOR PHARK. f. CHEMICALS 

UNIVERSAL MODERN INDUSTRIES 

JORDAN XMDUSTRIAL RESOURCES CO. 

INDUSTRIAL SECTOR 


(■RAND TOTAL 


4753 

14160 

2.990 

2.990 

3CC 

1513 

5.010 

5.050 

52e 

4966 

9.410 

9.400 

100 

3BS 

3.B50 

3.850 

700 

5320 

7.600 

7.600 

5543 

24744 

4.500 

4.500 

100 

560 

5.800 

5.800 

400 

1072 

2.70C 

2.680 

2650 

7427 

2.800 

2.810 

600 

4800 

8.000 

8.000 

1250 

1193 

.950 

.960 

2350 

2S650 

6.700 

6.700 

16561 

12626 

.760 

.770 

9350 

13203 

1.380 

1.410 

23CSC 

17548 

.760 

.760 

350 

606 

1.750 

1.730 

500 

1286 

2.600 

2.560 

525C 

22863 

4.120 

4.200 

850 

1751 

2.070 

2.050 


150593 INDEX NUMBER: 124.11 
CHANGE : 0.00* 

425752 INDEX NUMBER: 143.00 
CHANGE : *0.02* 


FOR RENT 

Many apartments and vHas 
furnished and unfurnished. 
We also have many listings of 
Vidas, flats, and buftfing lota 


_ A SECURE L 

Hotel f 

S we I fly eh [ 

i^° 


Commercial and 
— residential. 

For more details caH: 

Abdoun RmI Estate 
TaL 810805/810609 
810520 
Fax: 810520 


j ^^Tlat.O.TEL 

^SECURITY I 

^-HOSPITALITY 

^GASTRONOMY 

All Suites Hotel 

FLAT .O. TEL 
■* « ■ < -A 4—jSJJifi * ->r>y 
!juj3> sr *Hc- jjLu AoSjLT. 

863944 - 816690 


Cafe' 

Hamburgers + Pizzas 

ELITE CAFE' 

Sweifiyeh 



Deluxe Villas 
& Apartments 
in Amman 


l.tli.il Amman - lirst virtit- 
..ppn-itv fit \o i Mil 

Tl-: I..: '654205 


STUDIO HAIG 

Professional Quality in 
1 Hoar Service 

Develop your colour film at 
our shop and get- 

• JUMBO photo 
atea 30% lafpar 


REAL ESTATE 

Tel. 864230 
Pax. 864231 


RENTA 

RELIABLE CAR 

AT A 

REUABLE PRICE 

TEL: 6/61 9676 FAX: 6 / 61 9676 
ABDOUN 

IS FAWZI AL-MALKI ST. 

P.O.BOX: 960643 
AMMAN 11196 JORDAN 

WE HAVE NO OTHER BRANCHES 


• From mutmrgo- 

moot 20 x 30 cm 

Shmdsuii^Opp- Giiodlays 
Bank. Phone: 6040*2 
Swefieh tel: 823891 


precis* 011 

Custo®^ 

Tailor 10 " AM 






Set Iftar 
or 

a la carte dinner 

Jabal Amman 3rd circle 


Swalflyafi - Above Cfuli Hoi 


A feasibility study showed 
there was an estimated 21 
million tonnes of phosphate 
reserves at Al Jaiamid. thev 
added. 

Five local and five foreign 
firms have prequalified. 

The experts named foreign 
prequalifiers as Japan’s 
Marubeni Corporation, a 
joint venture between the 
Saudi Oger conglomerate, 
and Turkey's Tekfen and 
three German companies — 
Krupp Fordertechnik, Koch 
Transpottechnik GMBH and 
KHD Humboldt Wedag 
A.G., an affiliate of Koleck- 
ner Humboldt-Deutz A.G. 

The phosphate plan is one 
of several ro tap Saudi Ara- 
bia’s mineral riches. Experts 
say Riyadh has recently 
shown greater interest in de- 
veloping the sector as pan of 
plans ro diversify its oil- 
dependent economy. 

The kingdom already 
mines gold. 

The experts said the minis- 
try has also asked local and 
foreign investors to come for- 
ward for a project worth 
S550-S700 million to produce 
2.2-4.0 million tonnes a year 
of iron ore pellets from de- 
posits in Wadi Sawawin. 


It is also seeking invest- 
ment of up to S55 million to 
evaluate bauxite reserves at 
Al Zabirah believed to ex- 
ceeed 100 million tonnes. 
Major aluminium smelters in 
the Gulf region have so far 
had to import their bauxite- 
based raw materials from as 
far away as Australia. 

A U.S. firm, Arabian 
Shield Development Co. is 
setting up an S81 million join: 
mining venture to produce 
cooper, zinc, gold and silver, 
the first of its kind in the 
Gulf. 

Production was expected 
to start by mid-1996 with a 
yearly output of 58,000 ton- 
nes of zinc concentrates with 
54 per cent zinc per tonne 
and 35,000 tonnes of copper 
concentrates with 25 per cent 
copper per tonne. It also 
expects production of 22.000 
ounces of gold and SCO.OQC 
ounces of silver per year. 

They said the private sec- 
tor is expected to pi 2 y a big 
role in the minerals sector 
and Saudi Arabia's new five- 
year development plan, due 
to be published this year, 
highlights the need to de- 
velop the kingdom's miner- 
als. 


Kuwait investment firm 
buys property stake 


KUWAIT (R) — A Kuwait: 
investment company has 
bought a majority stake in a 
local property firm from the 
government under a priva- 
tisation programme, the 
stock exchange said. 

Kuwait Investment Pro- 
tects Company (KIPCO) 
bought 220 million shares or 
52 per cent of United Real 
Estate Company's equity at 
125 fils per share (1,000 fils 
equals one dinar, worth S3. 3) 
at a public auction, a state- 
ment by the exchange said. 

KIPCX) agreed to sell on to 
the public 120 million shares 
at a seven per cent discount, 
the exchange said. This 
would be done within 30 days 
of KIPCO signing relevant 
formalities with the Kuwait 
Investment Authority (KIA). 
the state’s investment arm. 

Another company indi- 
cated an intention to compete 
for the stake at the auction 
but withdrew “at the last 
minute," the statement said 
without giving further details. 

The aim of the sale is to 
attract local capital to the 
investment market. The 
shares sold represent 90 per 
cent of KlA’s holding in the 
company. 

United Real Estate made 
net profit of 3.047 million 
dinars (S10 million) in calen- 
dar 1993, a 580 per cent rise 
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from profit of 448,000 dinars 
($1.49 million) in 1992. 

The company was one of 
several listed on the exchange 
in a difficult debt settlement 
programme launched in 1993 
that offered generous for- 
giveness of up to 75 per cent 
to 9,546 corporate and indi- 
vidual debtors, brokers said. 

The terms enabled some 
borrowers to book as a profit 
bad loans provisions they no 
longer required. 

In 1991 the government 
announced plans to sell its 
stake in 60 local firms to give 
the private sector a bigger 
role in the stagnant non-oil 
economy and refill Gulf war- 
depleted coffers. 

In a similar move in De- 
cember the KIA sold 60 mil- 
lion of its shares in Al Ahli 
Bank, more than 10 per cent 
of the bank's total shares, to- 
Kuwaiti investors 

Al Ahli, hard hit by a stock- 
exchange collapse in 19S2, 
last year returned to profit 
after long being considered a 
prime candidate for a merger 
with another local bank. 

KIPCO, in which the 
Kuwaiti government has a 17 
per cent stake, owns 97 per 
cent of Bahrain-based United 
Gulf Bank. It also conducts' 
real estate and ‘direct invest- 
ment in America. Europe 
and Asia. 
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Hingis cashes in on Maleeva mistakes 


•PARIS (Agencies) — 
Switzerland’s 14-year-old 
.tennis sensation Martina 
Hingis came safely through 
-her latest test as a tour pro- 
.fessional on Tuesday by beat- 
ing the experienced Katerina 
Maleeva of Bulgaria in 
Jtfaight-sets in the first round 
; of the $460,000 Paris Indoor 
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Sanchez not 


by ranking 


Open. 

The Czech-born teenager 
produced a 6-4. 6-4 baseline 
•victory over a player desper- 
ately searching to recover the 
.form which once made her 
iiumber six in the world rank- 








NEW YORK (R) — Amatxa 
Sanchez Vicario declares that 
being the world's new num- 
ber one player won't over- 
whelm her. 


mgs. 

There was nothing spec- 
tacular about Hingis' per- 
formance. and both player; 
made some howling errors. 
But the young Swiss prodigy 
held on grimly when it mat- 
tered most and surged back 
from 0-2 to 5-2 in the second 
set. • 

Often Maleeva, currently 
ranked 30th. was her own 
worst enemy, losing concen- 
tration on vital points as she 
complained about crowd 
movement and flash photo- 
graphy. 

But she was also victim of 
some controversial calls. 

The worst of these came at 
4-4 in the first set when 
Maleeva, serving at 40-15, 
had a line call overruled by 
the umpire. 

The furious Bulgarian, 
whose younger sister Mag- 
dalena was a surprise winner 
in Chicago last week, vented 
her frustration by screaming 
abuse at the official and later 
by slamming the ball at the 
backstop. 

Hingis, who has risen to 
68th in the rankings and who 
has already beaten such ex- 
perienced players as Helena 
Sukova of the Czech Repub- 
lic and American Meredith 
McGrath in her seven tourna- 
ments since turning profes- 
sional after her 14th birthday 
last September, now plays 
the winner of the all-French 
clash between last year’s 
finalist Julie Halard and 
Sarah Pitkowski. 

• If she can come safely 
.through that match she could 
w?ll face returning top-seed 
Steffi Graf for a place in the 
semi-finals. 

; Graf, who has been out of 
“action for three months with 
back and calf injuries and 
who is seeded to face Mary 
Pierce of France in Sunday's 
final, plays her first match 
against Elena Makarova of 
Russia. 

Makarova beat Larisa Nei- 
land of Latvia 6-1, 6-2. 

In the day's other matches 
Australian qualifier Rennae 
Stubbs notched up a surprise 
when she beat experienced 
Sandra Cecchini of Italy 6-3, 
2r6, 6-3. 

Stubbs, who at 227th is the 
lowest-ranked player in the 
draw, now plays second seed 
Mary Pierce. 

Miriam Oremans of the 
Netherlands defeated Wil- 
irud Probst of Germay 6-4, 





“I’m not going to put any 
ressure on myself,” Sanchez 


• ** - 



pressure on myself,” Sanchez 
told Reuters backstage at 
Radio City Music Hall at an 
award show where she was 
named Women’s Tennis 
Player of the Year. “I just 
want to play as well as I can 
and see what happens.” 


Sanchez became the first 
Spaniard to be ranked num- 
ber one when she replaced 
Stefffi Graf in the top spot 
earlier this month. 


“I couldn't be happier and 
I will never forget Feb. 6 
when it became official,” 
Sanchez Viacrio said. 


Karel Novacek 


6-2 and home player Alexia 
Dechaume-Balleret reached 
the second round after just 
four games when her 27th- 
ranked opponent Leila Mesh- 
ki pulled up in tears with an 
injury to her left heel. 

Meshki had problems with 
the same injury at the Au- 
stralian Open. 

In the day's final matches 
last year's finalist Julie 
Halard recovered to beat off 
a spirited challenge from 19- 
year-old French compatriot 
Sarah Pitkowski, and another 
home player Nathalie Tauziat 
saw off Meredith McGrath of 
the United States. 


Halard was nearly caught 
nawares by the’ pluck v 


unawares by the plucky 
aggression of her red-haired 
opponent but weathered the 
early storm to score a 5-7, 
6-2, 6-3 victory. 

“She fought really well and 
I was slow to adapt,” said 
Halard, adding: “But I was 
playing very well by the end 
and I’m feeling good.” 

Looking forward to her 


match against Hingis, Halard 
shrugged: “Her age doesn’t 


come into it. she is a good 
player and she has had some 
good results so I am expect- 
ing a difficult match.” 
Tauziat proved too steady 


Brazil’s Dunga (left) and Romano relax with newspapers 
before a practice session (AFP photo) 


Brazil summons 


World Cup stars 


RJO DE JANEIRO (AP) — Brazil summoned Romario. 
Bebeto and seven other World Cup champions for an 
exhibition game against Slovakia next week. 

National team coach Mario Zagalo announced on 
Tuesday the 22 players for the game Feb. 22 in Fortaleza, 
on Brail's northeastern coast. 

For the first time since last year's cup, Brazilians could 
see high-scoring forwards Bebeto and Romario together 
again. Romario is a near certainty, but Bebeto depends on 
an Ok from his DeportivoLa Coruna club of Spain. 

Also returning from the World Cup squad are Taffarel. 
Marcio Santos, Aldair, Branco. Ricardo Rocha, Dunga 
and Cafu. 

Absent from the roster are World Cup starters Zinho 
and Jorginho, who transferred to Japan, and injured 
midfielder Mauro Silva of Deportivo La Coruna. 

Zagalo also did not call players from Gremio or national 
champion Palmeiras. which play the same day in the 
Liberators of America Cup, Among the all-stars on those 
teams are Danrlei, Edmundo, Rivaldo and Roberto 
Carlos. 
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“It’s a dream come real for 
me to become number one 
and all the sacrifice and bard 
work is playing off now.” said 
the bubbly 24-year-old. 

Sanchez knows that begin- 
ning with her return to the 
tour later this month at Indi- 
an Wells, she will be put to 
the test in every match to 
remain on top. 


for McGrath and scored a 
6-4, 6-4 win. 


Seeds fall in Milan Indoor 


In Milan Russian Yevgeny 
Kafelnikov easily defeated 
Czech Karel Novacek Tues- 
day in a first-round match at 
the $678,900 Muratti Time 
Indoor tennis tournament. 

Kafelnikov, 20, the No. 5 
seed, downed Novacek 6-4. 
6-2 at Assago Forum to earn 
a second-round berth against 
Slovak Karol Kucera. 

The Russian, who has 
climbed to 10th in the ATP 
rankings in his third year on 
the professional Circuit, dis- 
played a strong serve and 
precise backhand passing 
shots against the 29-year-old 
Novacek, ranked 28th in the 
world. 

Kafelnikov, a losing quar- 
terfinalist against Andre 
Agassi in the Australian 
Open this year, dominated 
the match throughout but 
seemed to lack concentration 
at times, losing four games in 
which led 40-0. 


In other first-round match- 
es. two seeded players. Au- 
stralian Jason Stoltenberg 
and Spaniard Alex Corretja, 
were ousted from the tourna- 


ment. 

Stoltenberg, seeded 
seventh, lost 6-2. 7-5 to Rus- 
sian Alexander Volkov, who 
will face French veteran Guy 
Forget in the second round. 

The eight-seeded Corretja, 
playing his second tourna- 
ment of the year, was knock- 
ed out by Frenchman Olivier 
Delaitre. 6-3, 4-6, 6-1. 

Sixth-seeded Petr Korda of 
the Czech Republic rallied to 
defeat Dutch qualifier Jan 
Hendrik Davids, 6-7 (3-7), 
6-2. 6-3. 

Top-seeded Boris Becker, 
wanning up for his first sing- 
les match, teamed with 
Forget in the doubles. 

The French-German pair 
defeated the Spanish duo of 
Tomas Carbonell and Fran- 
cisco Roig 6-1, 7-6 (9-7). 

Becker, who faces Swiss 
qualifier Lorenzo Manta 
night, is shooting for his 44th 
career tournament win — 
and his fifth title in nine years 
in Milan. 

Second-seeded Goran Iva- 
nisevic, crushed by Becker in 
the Germany-Croatia Davis 
Cup match earlier this 
month, also begins action 
against Czech Daniel Vacek. 

The Milan Indoor awards a 
top prize of Si 28,000. 


“The hardest part is to stay 
there and you have to play 
consistent,” she said. “X don’t 
know how long I will be there 
but I will definitely keep 
working and fighting as much 
as I can. Hopefully I can 
continue for a long time.” 


Sanchez dismisses the sug- 
gestion that her rise to the 
top was due to the continued 
absence of Monica Seles and 
Grafs injury troubles. 


Seles has not played since 
being stabbed on court in 
Hamburg, Germany, nearly 
two years ago. Graf was 
slowed by a back injury 
through the second half of 
1994 and was sidelined by a 
leg injury that forced her to 
miss the Australian Open last 
month. 


“It’s not because they are 
nor there,” Sanchez said. “I 
worked really hard and no- 
body gave me anything for 
free.” 

Sanchez Viacrio won eight 
singles titles last year, includ- 
ing her first U.S. Open crown 
and a second French Open 
title. She had a 74-9 won-lost 
match record. 


After opening this season 
with a loss to Mary Pierce in 
the Australian Open final, 
Sanchez has been practising 
at home and in Florida with 
one thought in mind. 

“I want to come back real- 
ly strong so I can defend my. 
number one ranking.” 



Elwani puts Egypt on swimming map 


PARIS (R) — Five wins in 
three meetings have 
hoisted a teenager from 
Cairo above German gol- 
den girl Franziska Van 
Almsick to the top of the 
World Cup women's sprint 
freestyle rankings. 

Seventeen-vear-old 
Rania Elwani may not win 
the category when the 
World Cup short-course 
series ends next weekend 
but she has given Egypt the 
unaccustomed experience 
of gracing a victory rostrum 
in swimming. 

Elwani did not compete 
against Van Almsick in the 
course of the first five 
World Cup meetings, con- 
testing three which the 16- 
year-old world champion 
and multiple Olympic 
medallist missed. The last 
two events are in Malmo. 
Sweden, on Tuesday and 
Wednesday and Gelsenkir- 
chen. Germany, on Satur- 
day and Sunday. 

The field is significantly 
weakened by the absence 
of the Chinese, so domi- 


nant in women s events at 
last September's World 
Championships in Rome 
but now beset by doping 
scandals and missing the 
World Cup this year. 

But Elwani has nonethe- 
less prevailed against some 
quality opposition, com- 
pleting winning doubles in 


the 50 and 100 metres 
freestyle in Paris and Shef- 
field. England, and preced- 
ing those feats with victory 
in the 50. second place in 
the 200 and third in the 100 
in Espoo. Finland. 

Elwani. who failed to 
make even the B Final in 
the 50 metres freestyle at 
the World Championships- 
twice beat American Amy 
Van Dyken. the Rome 
bronze medallist at the dis- 
tance. in the process. 

It marks a notable adv- 
ance for a swimmer from 
the African continent 
whose competitors have 
made scant impact on the 
international scene since 
South African Jonty Skin- 
ner broke the men's 100 
metres freestyle world re- 
cord back in 1976. 

Elwani. who performed 
promisingly in the World 
Cup last year, is not sur- 
prised by her progress. 

“Last year I managed to 
make it to the podium a 
couple of times. I was 
bound to win a couple of 
races this winter." she said. 

She owes her success in 
great part to her father, a 
doctor who decided to de- 
dicate much of his time and 
money to help Rania's 
swimming career. 

•’Now that she has 
reached the international 
leyelj will do mv utmost to 


lift her to the very best she 
can achieve." Amr Elwani 
said. 

Coached by two Egyp- 
tian trainers in the winter, 
the swimmer has trained in 
San Antonio. Texas, for 
the pasr two summers. 


To boost her chances, 
she has been picked by the 
International Olympic 
Committee (IOC) along 
with five other Egyptian 
athletes for a grant to help 
her prepare for Atlanta. 

“In Egypt most swim- 
ming dubs belong to the 
police. It is very difficult 
for swimmers to” try their 
luck abroad. Rania has the 
opportunity to travel be- 
cause I'm looking after 
her." father Amr said. 

An affable man who says 
sport is above all “the best 
way to meet people.” he is 
always at the poolside to 
monitor his daughter's per- 
formance with his video 
camera. 


After Rania won the 100 
metres freestyle in Paris 
last week, he gave out sauc- 
ers decorated with hierog- 
lyphs to race officials and 
journalists — "an Egyptian 
tradition." he said. 

Rania said she had had 
never had any problems 
since she first competed at 
the African Games at the 
age of 12. 


like "Second hand low." “Don't fi- 
nimu. against partner," "Never give 
a mff-shiff'w if they were immuta- 
ble law of life, engraved in stone. As 
we progressed, we discovered the 
only time to use “never’" is to advise 
pcnpl-? L35E- :v. or- for that 


V. i... i wo slsu. ur-siuppei sroutb 

could sot open one no uump with a 
balanced 17 pa in La. Since the North 
hand revalued to 11 points in sup- 
port of hearts, North made an invi- 
tational jump to three hearts which 
South was happy to accept. 

West led the ace of apadesjmd. in 


response to partner'# signal with the 
eight, continued ihe suit. The de- 
fenders quickly completed their 
book in the suit and then Earn, seiz- 
ing the opportunity to “lead to 
weakness." shifted to e dub bec a use 
to continue spade* would present 
declarer -with a ruff-sluff. 

Declarer won in hand, unewea 
the queen of diamond* successfully, 
tbefl ran the jack of hearts. When 
that won and trumps broke 3-2, 
matring the rest of the tricks was 

simple 


Hod East relied OB logic rather 
than slogans, the defenders might 


hire prevailed. At the very hast, 
declarer had to bold the ace and 
king hi both hearts and duba. If the 
Iring of HiamnnAi ana that 

eard wns BnesaaMe, m there were RO 
more tricks available in the plain 
suits. 

Under those circumstances, con- 
ceding a rufl duff could only help 
the defense, not hurt. Had East con- 
tinued with the 13th qiade. West's 
nine of trumps would have forcad an 
honor from dummy and East would 
have been ensured of the setting 
trick in trumps by simply covering 
any card Eed from tbe table. 


SPORTS IN BRIEF 


Von Almsick, Popov win 


! overwhelmed 


MALMO, Sweden (AP) — World champion 
Franziska Von Almsick. easily won the 200- 


13:34 seconds. Tbe distance is not often run 
indoors where tbe world hurdles records are 


Franziska Von Almsick easily won the 200- 
metre freestyle event Tuesday, the first of 
two-day World Cup short course competition. 
The German star was docked at 1 minute, 
56.77 seconds, more than two seconds faster 
than second-placed Matin Nilsson of Sweden, 
who set a new national record of 1:58.88. Von 
Almsick placed third in the 50-metre frees- 
tyle, clocking 25.91 seconds. Sweden's 17- 
year-old Johanna Sjoberg won the event on 
25.46. Denmark's Britta Vestergaard won the 
200-metre medley at 2:10.86, smashing her 
one-year-old Nordic record of 2:11.23. In the 
men's events, Alexander Popov, Russia's 
Olympic and world champion, easily won the 
100-metre freestyle on 48.41 ahead of 
Sweden's Fredrik Letzler and New Zealander 
Danyon Loader. 


recognised at 50 metres or 60 metres. Olympic 
champion Mark McKoy, formerly of Canada, 
now an Austrian citizen, was second 0:04 
seconds behind Johnson. McKoy bolds the 
world record at 50 metres. Russian walker 
Mikhail Shchennikov set a record in the 
5-kilometre walk, circling a wooden track m 
18.07.08 minutes. In the meet's biggest sur- 
prise, pole vaulter Sergei Bubka finished 
third, behind Radion Gataullin and Maxim 
Tarasov. 


New baseball league picks 
cities 


Atkinson moves to Coventry 


LONDON (R) — Flamboyant former Man- 
chester United and Aston Villa boss Ron 
Atkinson took over as manager of English 
Premier League side Coventry on Wednesday 


following the departure of Phil Neal 24 hours 
earlier. The experienced Atkinson, who also 


had a spell in charge of Atletico Madrid in 
1988, 'will be plunged straight back into the 
battle to avoid relegation. He becomes the 
fifth manager in as many years at Coventry — 
fifth from bottom of the Premier League — 
three months after be was sacked by Aston 
Villa because his team failed to climb out of 
the relegation zone. 


NEW YORK (AFP) — The United League, 
the first rival to Major League Baseball since 
1915, named its first six franchise cities here 
on Tuesday. The fledgling league will kick off 
next year in Los Angeles, New Orleans, San 
Juan, Puerto Rico, Vancouver, Canada and 
Washington. “We have had highly positive 
reactions in a great number of locations, and 
have made a decision at this time regarding 
these six,” said former U.S. congressman Bob 
Mrazek, one of the leagues founders. “We 
now have one half of the franchises we need 
to put in place to have a viable league.” Each 
club costs five million dollars, with additional 
start-up costs of $20 million expected per 
club. 


Helder signs for Arsenal 


LONDON (R) — Arsenal manager George 
Graham took his transfer spending to six 


Chinese favour Romario 


BEUING (R) — Chinese sports fans picked 
Brazilian soccer star Romario as their sports- 
man of 1994, Xinhua news agency reported 
Wednesday. A nationwide poll put Russian 
swimmer Alexander Popov and Chinese 


woman swimmer Le Jmgyi. who both won 
gold medals at the World Championships in 
Rome last yeaar, second and third. Athletes 


Rome last yeaar, second and third. Athletes 
Noureddine Morceli of Algeria and American 
Jackie Joyner-Kersee were fifth and sixth 
respectively with world heavyweight boxing 
champion George Foreman sixth. The variety 
of sports and nationalities in the list reflects 
the enthusiasm in China for many sports, with 
soccer the most popular, and their extensive 
coverage by state television. 


Graham took his transfer spending to six 
million pounds ($9.3 million) in a month on 
Tuesday when he signed Dutch international 
winger Glenn Helder from Vitesse Arnhem. 
Graham is striving to salvage his team's 
disastrous domestic season, in which he is also 
under F.A. investigation over allegations he 
received a 285,000 pounds ($442,700) transfer 
‘kickback.’ Last month Graham paid a total of 
four million pounds ($6.2 million) for strikers 
.John Hanson and Chris Kiwomya from Luton 
and Ipswich respectively. 


Blundell to drive for Gulf McLaren 


Branco to fight Woodhall 


PERUGIA, Italy (AFP) — Silvio Branco of 
Italy will fight Britain's Richie Woodhall for 
the vacant European middleweight title on 


February 22 in Telford, England, his manager 
Silverio Gresta said here Tuesday. “He's a 


LONDON (R) — British Formula One driver 
Mark Blundell is to join the Gulf McLaren 
sportscar team for this year's Le Mans 24 
hours, the team said on Tuesday. Bhmdell, 
who won at Le Mans for Peugeot in 1992, will 
“head tbe team's assault on the French Clastic. 
He will partner Briton Ray Belim and Mauri- 
cio Sala of Brazil in one of six McLaren FI 
GTR cars. Blundell is still looking for a drive 
in this year's Formula One World Cham- 
pionship after spending 1994 with Tyrrell. 


Silverio Gresta said here Tuesday. “He's a 
clever boxer but lacks a big punch,” said 
Branco. “He won't go the distance.” The 
Italians wanted a home fight but British 
promoter Mickey Duff offered a bigger purse. 


Kamsky enters final 


SANGHINAGAR, India (AP) — American 
grandmaster Gata Kamsky entered the finals 


‘Mad Max’ sues for slander 


of the World Chess Championships on 
Wednesday outplaying Valery Salov of Russia 


HOUSTON (AFP) — Vernon Maxwell, who 


slugged a heckler during a National Basket- 
balTAssociation (NBA) game last week, is 


ball Association (NBA) game last week, is 
now suing the man be punched for slander. 
Maxwell, a guard for reigning NBA champion 
Houston, filed a federal lawsuit claiming 
Steve George and his brother slandered him 
by “maliciously accusing him of a crime, 
namely assault." George's attorney, Dick 
Maizels, dubbed the suit an "interesting 
twist.” “Mad Max" was suspended for 10 
games a without pay and fined $20,000 -for 
rating into the 12th row and punching George 
in the jaw during a timeout at Portland, 
Oregon. Maxwell said George yelled racial 
and obscene insults about Maxwell’s family. 
He also has appealed the punishment, which 
could cost him a total of $265,000, to NBA 
commissioner David Stem. 


by an overwhelming 5*^_5 margin. Kamsky 
drew his seventh game with Russian grand- 
master. He won five ganges against Salov who 
could beat him in only one game. One game 
ended in a draw. There are 10 games sche- 
duled but the first player to earn 5 J points 


wins. In the other semifinals, Anatoly Karpov 
of Russia is leading Boris Gelfand of Belarus 


3.5-2J5 


More Malaysian footballers held in 
probe 


Johnson wins 110m hurdles 


MOSCOW (AP) — American Allen Johnson 
set a world best in the 110-metre hurdles 
Tuesday at the Russian winter track and field . 
championships, winning with a clocking of 


KUALA LUMPUR (AFP) — Malaysian 
police arrested four more footballers on 
Wednesday in a continuing crackdown on 
soccer corruption to dean up the sport before 
the new national league season starts in April. 
The four — Asbullah Mahamad, 24, B. 
Sathiaselvam, 32, Naina Mohamad, 31, and 
Shaari Said, 31 — were detained in the 
southwestern Negeri Sembtian state. The 
latest arrests bring the total number of foot- 
ballers detained in Malaysia to 66 since the 
stan of a campaign late last year to rid the 
local sport of rampant match-fixing. Two 
former coaches have also been arrested. 


Sampras’ coach has rare brain tumor 


CHICAGO (AFP) — U.S. 
tennis coach Tim Gullikson is 
to undergo brain surgery to 
remove a rare kind of tumor, 
but he should be back on the 
tennis circuit soon, his doc- 
tors said here. 

Ill health forced Gullikson, 
43. to return early to Chica- 
go. his home town, from the 
Australian Open in January. 

Initial hospital tests re- 
vealed a congenital hean 
malfunction but in a state- 
ment. neurologist James Au- 
sman said: “After under- 
going a series of tests, Tim 
Gullikson was found to have 


a small brain tumor known as 
oligodendroglioma. 

“This type of tumor re- 
sponds veiy well to treat- 
ment. Tim is at home, is 
doing well and is expected to 
return to coaching tennis in 
the near future.” 

Doctors said he would 
soon be fit to resume 
coaching his star pupil, Pete 
Sampras, the U.S. world 
number one. 

Ausman said Gullikson 
would need a brain oper; don 
and possibly radiotherapy 
and chemotherapy. 

Medical sources said hun- 


dreds of similar cases are 
detected each year in the 
United States and one in 
three sufferers survives at 
least five years. 

Hospital spokesman Ed 
Tate said the decision to 
announce the diagnosis was * 
taken by Gullikson's family, 
partly to protect Sampras, 
who is playing a tournament 
in Memphis this week. 

The player was deeply dis- 
turbed by Gullikson’s health 
problems in Australia, break- 
ing down in tears during his 
quarter-final against compat- 
riot Jim Courier. 



Russian Oleg Marchenko {left) avoids a blow Thiais, Mendv retained his European title by 
from French Jean-Baptiste Mendy, t° hit back outpointing his challenger over^T rounds 
late Tuesday dunng their European light- (AFPphoto) 
weight match in the Plans suburban towhof 
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Pacers slow down Shaq but lose anyway 


Cr Indiana Pacers #9 forward. Derrick McKey, looks on as 
Its Orlando Magic #32 center, Shaquille O'Neal, slam dunks a 
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basket late in the first period of the game at the Arena in 
Orlando. FL, 14 February (AFP photo) 


3RLANDO (R) — The Indi- 
ma Pacers slowed down 
Jhaq, but they couldn't stop 
he Magic. 

Orlando, led by Dennis 
fcort's 18 points and Horace 
grant's 17 points and 16 re- 
bounds, snapped a five-game 
osing streak against Indiana 
111-92 on Tuesday, returning 
from the All-Star break to tie 
Phoenix for the NBA's best 
record (38-10). 

* Shaquille O’Neal was held 
to a season-low 15 points, but 
Scored six in a 15-0 third- 
quarter burst that gave 
Orlando the lead for good. 
" Rik Smits scored 20 points 
and Reggie Miller 19 as the 
Pacers dropped their third 
^arf.i in four outings. 

; The Pacers had beaten 
Orlando in their last two 
regular-season meetings and 
swept the Magic in a three- 
£ame first-round playoff last 
yjsar. 

• “Last year they beat us fair 
uid square, but this year we 
■fave a new team.” Anfemee 
fjardaway said. “Tonight we 
ijiowed that we can play a lot 
better.” 

J “They made such a ccm- 
£ious effort to stop Shaquille 
k>wn inside, it's going to 
eave some things open on 
&e perimeter.” said Orlando 
-bach Bob Hill. 

JA big trade earlier in the 
I lay sending veteran guard 
‘ Syde Drexier to Houston 
d power forward Otis 
^fcorpe to Portland left both 
arms undermanned for the 
t. The Rockets coped 



and the Trail Blazers didn't. 

In Houston, the Rockets 
used a 18-0 first-quarter run 
to score a 124-104 victory 
over the Los Angeles Clip- 
pers. 

Hakeem Olajuwon scored 
26 points and Scott Brooks, 
one of three rockets to record 
career highs, added 23 for 
Houston. 

Besides Thorpe, Houston 
was without starting forward 
Robert Horry and guard Ver- 
non Maxwell. Horry was 
placed on the injured list with 
a score back while Maxwell is 
serving a 10-game suspension 
for assaulting a fan. 

Drexier and Tracy Murray, 
also acquired in the deal, 
were attended the game but 
did not suit up. 

In Dallas. Jamal Mashbum 
scored 27 points to lead the 
Mavericks past Portland 95- 
90 for just their third win in 
14 games. 

Rod Strickland scored 25 
points for Portland, which 
had a three-game win streak 
snapped. 

Portland’s James Robinson 
missed a potential game-tying 
3-pointer with four seconds 
left. 

At Detroit, the Pistons ran 
up a 27-point lead over the 
New York K nicks in the first 
half, then held off a late rally 
for a 106-94 victory. The 
Knicks narrowed the lead to 
nine late in the fourth quarter 
but got no closer. 

Grant Hill hit 1 1 consecu- 
tive shots at one point and 
had 25 points for Detroit. 


which snapped a six-game 
losing streak against New 
York and has won sue of its 
last nine games. 

Patrick Ewing missed his 
first eight shots but recorded 
his I6th straight double- 
double (24 points. 15 re- 
bounds) as New York lost for 
the third time in four games. 

In San Antonio, David 
Robinson scored 29 points as 
the Spurs beat the reeling 
Utah Jazz 112-96. 

Sean Elliott scored 20 
points and Avery Johnson 
had 19 points and 10 assists 
for the Spurs, who have won 
nine of 10 games and pulled 
within 2V5 games of first- 
place Utah in the midwest. 
Utah has lost four of its last 
five. 

In Seattle, Gary Payton 
and Detief Schrempf hit 
back-to-back 3-pointers to 
snap a tie as the supersonics 
beat the Golden State War- 
riors 1 18-108 and spoiled the 
debut of interim coach Bob 
Lanier, who replaced Don 
Nelson. 

Payton scored 26 points 
and Shawn Kemp and 
Schrempf each added 21 for 
the Sonics, who have won six 
of their last seven. 

The Warriors lost for the 
seventh time in nine games. 

In Miami, the Heat defe- 
ated the Milwaukee Bucks 
112-99 to make Alvin Gentry 
a winner in his first game as 
interim head coach in place 
of Kevin Loughery. fired ear- 
lier in the day. 

Billy Owens scored 20 


points for Miami. 

At New Jersey. Armon 
Gilliam, starting in place of 
the injured Derrick Cole- 
man. scored 26 points and 
Kenny Anderson, back after 
missing six games with an 
inflamed left forearm, added 
18 as the Nets beat the Char- 
lotte Hornets 109-98. 

In Denver, the Atlanta 
Hawks rode a 27-10 first- 
quarter run to their third 
straight win. 99-88 over the 
Nuggets, who have lost three 
straight. 

Steve Smith scored 30 
points for Atlanta, which 
won for the fifth time in its 
last seven games. 

At Minnesota, Caibert 
Cheanev scored 26 points as 
the Washington Bullets snap- 
ped a six-game losing streak 
with a 99-96 victory over the 
Tim be rwo Ives. 

Minnesota lost for the 
seventh time in eight games. 

In Sacrameato, the Kings 
held off the Boston Celtics. 
108-101. 


RESULTS 

New Jersey 109, Charlotte 98 
Orlando 111, Indiana 92 
Miami 112, Milwaukee 99 
Detroit 106, New York 94 
Washington 99, Minnesota 96 
San Antonio 112, Utah 96 
Dallas 95, Portland 90 
Houston 124, L.A. Clippers 
104 

Atlanta 99, Denver 88 
Seattle 118, Golden State 108 
Sacramento 108, Boston 101 


JORDAN TIMES, THURSDAY-FMDAY, FEBRUARY 16-17, .1 995_, 




Foreman says will give 
Tyson a chance to fight 


NEW YORK (AP) — 
George Foreman vs. Mike 
Tyson. Bi| George likes the 
sound of it, as long as... 

— Tyson gets out of jail as 
scheduled on March 25. 

— Foreman beats Axel 
Schulz on April 22 in the first 
defence of his heavyweight 
championship. 

And Don King stays out of 
it. 

“I can’t put up with Don 
King ha my life,” Foreman 
said. ‘Tve got too many kids 
already.” 

The 46-year-old Foreman 
was in New York on Tuesday 
to officially announce bis first 
title defence since -1974. He 
will fight the 26-year-old 
Schulz, a former East Ger- 
man amateur champion, at 
the MGM Grand Garden in 
Las Vegas. 

“1 heard Tyson was getting 
out of the jafihouse pretty 
quick, and be said if be gets 
out today, he’ll whip George 
tomorrow,” Foreman said. 
“I’d like to give him that 
opportunity. 

“If he doesn’t sign up with 
Don King again, it will hap- 
pen before the end of the 
year. If Ibeat Axd Schultz, if 
Tyson gets out and if be gets 
away from Don King, it can 
happen. It would be the 
greatest show since P.T. and 
Bamuxn got together for their 
thing. But Tve got to beat 
Axel Schulz first.” 

Foreman recaptured the ti- 
tle, becoming the oldest 
world heavyweight cham- 
pion, last Nov. 5 with a 10th- 
round knockout of Michael 
Moorer, who held the WBA 
and EBF belts. When Tyson 
won the world title from Tre- 
vor Beririck in 1986 at age 20, 
be was the youngest wo rid 
champion. 

“If the youngest guy to 
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World Hea v yweight Champion George Fore- 
man (left) poses with Axel Schultz (right) from 
Bad Saarow, Germany, after a news confer- 
ence In New York Tuesday to announce 


Foreman’s first tide defence fight. The fight 
Wffi be held April 22, at the MGM Grand. 
Hotel in Las Vegas (AFP photo) 


become heavyweight cham- 
pion fights me. foe oldest 
guy, then I can prove this 
wasn’t a fluke,”- Foreman 
said. “But if I look past Axel 
Schulz the way Michael 
Moorer looked past me, I 
won’t get that chance. 

“You see, Moorer believed 
everything he beard. George 
was old, and that’s true. 
George was fat, and that’s 
true. George was slow, and 
that’s true. George can’t 
punch, and that was a fie,” 
Foreman said. “If you can 
still punch, you can still 
fight.” 

Foreman brings a record of 
73-4 with 68 knockouts into 
foe fight, while Sdioh is 21-1- 
I with 10 knockouts. In his 
last fight, Schulz won a 10- 
round decision over James 
“Bonecrusber” Smith in Ger- 
many on Sept. 17. 


This will be- Schulz’s third 
fight m the United States. He 
scored a 10-round decision 
oyer Kimmuel Odum in 
Atlantic City, NJ. in! 1993 
and won a 10-rebound deci- 
sion over Jack Basting : in 
Chicago last June 18. The 
rest or his fights have been in 
Germany.” 

“I think youth nd endur- 
ance will speak forme in the 
fight,” Schulz said. “He is, of 
couise. a legend, but that’s 
an incentive more than any- 
thing else. I am not in awe of 
him in the least.” 

To televise the fight, HBO 
paid an estimated $9 million 
rights fee, foe highest in net- 
work history. It’s small 
change compared with what 
Foreman-Tyson could gener- 
ate. 

Bob Arum, who is promot- 
ing the Foreman-Sdnilz figfat. 


said a -Tyson bout could 
generate as much as $250 
milli on' gross with $100 mil- 
lion left to split among the 
contestants and foe promo- 
tion. 

“We have offered Mike 
Tyson foe fight for a record 
amount, and he's very in- 
terested,” Arum said/ “The 
biggest fight out there -for. 
Mike Tyson is George Fore- 
man. Tyson-Bowe is all right, 
but it’s not momentous. If 
Tyson figures he can beat 
George. Foreman, his time is 
now because the other guys 
are young and will still be 
around.” 

- Foreman says he intends to 
fight to foe end of the year, 
then caD it quits. 

“Of course, if Mike Tyson 
wants tb fight, mgryeiiiin a 
chance to get his act 
together,” Foreman said. 


Car racers stretch rules to squeeze a bit more speed 


DAYTONA BEACH (AP) 
— With a timid smile and a 
nervous shuffle, former Win- 
ston Cup crew chief Gary 
Nelson all but admits be 
wasn’t above stretching the 
rules to squeeze a little more 
speed out of his cars. 

But the man now in charge . 
of catching the rule-breakers 
for Nascar had not seen any- 
thing like this. 

. Randy Lajoie’s car had just : 
finished a practice session last 
week when ^'inspector*** 
noticed his trunk lid wobbling 
as he pulled in to refuel. They 


asked foe crew to tighten it. 
but became suspicious when 
their efforts failed. 

A doser look revealed foe 
reason: The car was equipped 
with a hydraulic pump enabl- 
ing the driver to lower foe 
rear spoiler below the legal 
limit, reducing wind resist- 
ance to allow far greater 
speed. 

It was an ingenious device,, 
‘/with a "switch on tbe - .dash 7 . 
board, foe pump fastened, 
next to the dutch and two 
lines running the length of 
foe vehide to the tr unk fid. 


FURNISHED SEMI VILLA FOR RENT* 

Super deluxe, newly built villa, (not used) consisting of 3 
bedrooms, 3 bathrooms, 3 spacious salons. With internal 
and external decorations, separate entrance, telephone 
and central heating, surrounded by a garden. Has 
luxurious furniture. 

Location: Opposite the entrance to the Jordan University 
Hospital behind Badan female dormitory. 

Call tel: 840767 Samir Jarrar 


m international Community School 

(The British Curriculum School in Amman) 

Are you reflective, caring, highly motivated and 
British qualified — preferably with working 
knowledge of the National Curriculum? 

The ICS is looking for a Key Stage One 
Primary teacher and a P.E. Specialist 
(possibly a part-time post or to be combined 
with another curriculum strength) for Septem- 
ber 1995. 

Interested? Contact the School Office for an 
application form, and to arrange a visit, by 
Wednesday, 22nd February. . . 

TeL: 841070 Fax: 847109 
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“They had an electric 
motor that was driving foe 
hydraulic pump to provide 
2JCOO pounds of hydraulic 
pressure to raise, and lower 
the trunk lid,” said Nelson. 
Nascar ’s Winston Cup direc- 
tor, still marveling _at the 
rale-breaking contraption. 
“I’ve never seen one that 
sophisticated.” ■ 

11 Lajoie, was .fined $10,000, 
and car owner Bill Davis 
$25,000. But that was only 
the beginning of Nelson’s 
work in what has been a rash 
of roguery prior to foe sea- 
son’s first — and most presti- 

g ’ous — event, Sunday’s 
aytona 500. 

In quick order over the 
past week: 

— Car owner junior John- 


quired. 
now fo 


son received a record $45,000 
fine, and Brett Bodine wasn’t 
allowed, to take part in the 
first round of qualifying after 
inspectors found that a part 
of the intake manifold wasn’t 
welded to foe engine as re- 
I. It allowed more air to 
through the engine, in- 
creasing horsepower. 

— Joe. Nemechek was 
fined $5,000 for cutting illegal 
ridges in a filter to enhance 
airflow —another attempt to 
increase horsepower. 

— Crew chief Jeff Ham- 
mond, was fined $5,000 after 
driver Greg Sacks crashed in 
foe busch dash. Inspectors 
found 18 pounds of loose 
weight stashed in foe cockpit 
in an attempt to improve the 
car’s handling. ' 




APARTMENT FOR RENT 

Nicely furnished, three-bedroom apt, two baths, living 
room, family room, kitchen, two verandas, parking spat, 
T.V.. video player, telephone, washing machine, indepen- 
dent heating & electricity. Located between 4th & 5th 
Circles. Must see to appreciate. 

If Interested, please call 674286 - owner ’ 


816690 


863944 



Thursday 


III 
16/2/95 
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Cinema . Tel.: 634144 

PHILADELPHIA 

Cinema Tel.: 699238 

PLAZA 

Cinema Tel.: 677420 

CONCORD 

TeL: 618274 - 618275 

ammoun theatre 

Tel.:. 675571 

NabH AJMasfahri Theatre 

Nabfl & Hfeham's TeL: 625155 

AHLAN THEATRE 

Yusra, Mahmoud Hamedieh 
in 

The Immigrant 

Shows: 12^0. 3:00. 6:30. SJC. 10:30 

Mahmoud Hamida — Madiha 
Kamel — Hassan Al Asmar 
in 

Satan’s Gate 

(Arabic) 

Shows: 12:30. 2:311. X:3U. ID-.3I 

CONCORD *1* 
SPECIALIST 

Show;: 12:30. 8:15 

SPEED 

Show: 2.J5. 10:30 

CONCORD ‘2’ 
ROBOCOP "3” 

SuM*A in the satirical play 

HI CITIZEN 

Composed and directed by 
Mohammad A! Shawaqfeh 

Daily from 830 pjn. 

Children's Piay 

The Ninja Turtles Show 

Directed by Akram Abu! Ragheb 
Daily at 10:30 p.m. 

Presents 

Abu Awwad 

in the social comedy 

Punctured Bag 

The theatre Is closed on ' 
Mondays 

Tickets are available all' 
day 

Presents: 

The political satire: 

AL SALAM YA SALAA 

at 8:30 pjn: 

For reservation, please call 
625155 

the theatre is closed on 
Saturdays & Sundays 
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World court agrees to 

rule in Gulf dispute 


THE HAGUE (AP) — The 
World Court on Wednesday 
agreed to intervene in an 
offshore territorial dispure 
between Qatar and Bahrain 
that has verged on armed 
hostilities and heightened 
political divisions in the Gulf. 

By a vote of 10-5, the court 
affirmed its authority to settle 
the long-running dispute, de- 
spite Bahrain's refusal to ack- 
nowledge its jurisdiction. 

Bahrain backed up its re- 
jectionist stance by boycot- 
ting the session of the World 
Court, formally known as the 
International Court of Jus- 
tice. 

The court also decided, by 
a vote of 10-5, that Qatar's 
application for a ruling in the 
dispute was admissible. 

“The conflict between 
Qatar and Bahrain will now 
be solved through peaceful 
means.” said Najeeb Al 
Nauimi, Qatar’s legal advi- 
sor. 

“According to the laws of 
the court we have won.” 

By persisting with the court 
case. Qatar has continued its 
independent political stance 
within the Gulf Cooperation 
Council (GCC), a stance 
which risks giving offence to 
GCC heavyweight Saudi 
Arabia. t 

Saudi King Fahd has prop- " 
osed that all border disputes 
in the GCC be settled by 
mediation within the group 
this year. Those include a 
border dispute between 
Qatar and the Saudi king- 
dom. 

As to whether Bahrain ulti- 
mately takes pan in the pro- 
ceedings. Mr. Nauimi said. 
“If it happens, that will be 
fine. But their absence will 
not obstruct the path of 
judgement." 

Even if Bahrain continues 
its boycott, the court will 
consider the Gulf state sub- 
ject to its verdict, and will 
notify it of all sessions and 
deadlines for submission of 
arguments. 

But the 15-judge coun has 
no enforcement powers and 
depends on voluntary com- 
pliance with its rulings. 

Its high-profile verdicts car- 
ry considerable moral weight 
in the international commun- 
ity. 

Now that the jurisdiction 
question is settled, it’s likely 
to be many months, if not 
years, before a ruling is 
issued. 


The proceedings will in- 
clude both written and oral 
arguments at the court 
housed in the tum-of-the- 
century Peace Palace, which 
was built with money don- 
ated by Scottish-American 
industrialist Andrew Came- 


Qatar took the dispute un- 
ilaterally to the World Court 


in 1991, claiming an agree- 
ment with Bahrain to submit 


the dispute to the court if 
Saudi mediation failed. 

But Bahrain has consis- 
tently claimed that the 
memorandum of agreement 
specified joint submission of 
the dispute to the coun, and 
not unilateral action by either 
party. 


The court, on the other 
hand, ruled Wednesday that 
the agreement between the 
two states did allow for a 
unilateral application to the 
U.N. judicial body. 

“Both parties are bound by 
the procedural consequ- 
ences," said the coun in its 
ruling. 

In announcing the boycott 
of Wednesday’s session, the 
Bahrain Foreign Ministry 
again urged Qatar to negoti- 
ate the dispute bilaterally or 
submit it to the Gulf Coop- 
eration Council. 


“I’m disappointed by their 
absence." said Qatar's legal 
adviser. “How did they know 
they were going to lose?” 

Led by Saudi Arabia, the 
GCC also includes Kuwait. 
Qatar, Oman and the United 
Arab Emirates. 

Qatar's foreign minister. 
Sheikh Hamad Ben Jassem 
Al Thani, was quoted Mon- 
day as saying that Qatar will 
withdraw the case from the 
World Court if Saudi Ara- 
bian mediation comes up 
with "a solution satisfactory 
to the two sides." 

The dispute over a strip of 
islands, reefs, offshore 
boundaries and coastal 
fishing rights flared in 1986 
when Qatari military forces 
seized 29 employees of a 
Dutch construction firm 
building a Bahraini coast 
guard station on the Fasht Al 
Dibal reef. 

They were released un- 
harmed after 17 days. 

Also contested is the 
northern Qatari town of 
Zubarah where ancestors of 
Bahrain’s ruling family are 
buried. 


Saddam said to direct 


fighting in marshlands 


CAIRO (Agencies) — Iraqi 
President Saddam Hussein 
has taken personal charge of 
the defence against Shiite re- 
bels in Iraq's southern mar- 
shes :o repulse a fierce attack 
on the army, rebel sources 
said Wednesday. 

Hamid Al Bayati. a 
spokesman for the Supreme 
Council for the Islamic Re- 
volution in Iraq (SCIRI). also 
said the weekend fighting 
stretched into skirmishes 
Tuesday near Iran and in 
opposite marshes around the 
towns of Souk Al Shuyukh 
and Al Chibayish. 


highway linking Baghdad to 
the southern port city of Bas- 
ra. 

The Iraqi News Agency 
report said that the attackers 
were backed by Iran and 
accused Kuwait and the Un- 
ited States of aiding the re- 
bels. 

The operation could be 
part of a new strategy by 
SCrRI to topple President 
Saddam through intensifying 
military attacks in a bid to 
lure the army to their side. 

Its leader. Mohammad Ba- 
qir Al Hakim, visited London 
last month to persuade other 


Travellers reported the 
regime ordered a stepped up 
effort to drain the Howeiza 
marshes to deny sanctuary to 
the Shiite rebels. Mr. Bayati 
said in a telephone interview 
from London. 

By rebel accounts, the 
fighting Saturday and Sunday 
was the fiercest since the 
aftermath of the 1991 Gulf 


opposition groups to join the 
effort. He also went to 


effort. He also went to 
Kuwait to seek financial 
backing from its rulers. 


war. 

The official Iraqi News 
Agency, monitored in Cyp- 
rus. on Monday acknow- 
ledged “a large-scale attack" 
and accused neighbouring 
Iran of backing the offensive. 
It said its forces repulsed the 
attack Sunday, inflicting 
heavy losses. 


Opposition sources in 
Tehran and Damascus con- 
ceded hundreds of their 
forces were killed in a coun- 
ter offensive by the elite Re- 
publican Guard and the 
army’s Fourth Corps. 

However, they said the re- 
bels killed or wounded about 
300 soldiers and 25 officers 
and took 350 prisoners, who 
were later released. The re- 
bels also claimed 20 Iraqi 
army vehicles were des- 
troyed. 

The sources, who spoke on. 
condition of anonymity, said 
President Saddam went to 
the marsh area over the 
weekend to supervise the de- 
fence. An Iraqi diplomatic 
source', also demanding 
anonymity, confirmed Presi- 
dent Saddam's role in the 
fighting. 

Reports from AJ Bayati’s 

S oup and the Iraqi Wi a i a wrl 
mgress, an wnMte&for 
groups opposed to the Iraqi 
regime, said rebels were 
tTying to seize the strategic 
town of Qurna on the main 


The group is believed to 
have some 8.000-9.000 armed 
men under their control in 
Iran, some of whom might 
have participated in the 
offensive. 

But Mr. Bayati denied the 
attackers were coming front 
Iran, saying those who took 
part were opposition fighters 
operating inside Iraq. 

Iraqi newspapers, de- 
nouncing ‘Tehran's mini- 
satans," on Wednesday ac- 
cused Iran of instigating the 
fighting in southern marshes. 

State-owned television on 
Tuesday night showed the 
scene of the fighting and in- 
terviewed prisoners taken by 


Iraqi troops during the 
clashes on Saturday and Sun- 


day. 

“The Iranian snake goes 
back to its old habit of biting 
when darkness falls." said an 
editorial in the influential 
newspaper Babel, owned by 
President Saddam’s eldest 
son Uday. 


The daily described the 
clashes as “acts of folly by 
Tehran’s mini-satans." 

Babel accused Iran of seek- 
ing to prolong U.N. sanc- 
tions, imposed on Iraq for its 
1990 invasion of Kuwait, by 
fabricating false stories. 

The ruling Baath Party 
newspaper Al Thawra ac- 
cused Iran in a signed com- 
mentary of "plotting against 
Iraq and flagrantly meddling 
hi ite&fc&naL affairs.' 

Iraq daily warned 
Iran that “the destiny of the 
hand that dares to harm the 
great Iraq will be amputa- 
tion." 



Kabul government, 
Talibans bold talks 


KING HOSTS 1FTAR: His Majesty King Hus- Marwan Al Qasem, Chief Chamberlain Prince 
sein Wednesday hosted an iftar in honour of Ra'd Ben Zeid, the King’s advisor Mohammad 
tribal leaden and representatives of public Rasoui Al Kilani, the King's advisor on tribal 
and private institutions in Maan Govemorate. affairs Sharif Fawwaz Al Zaben and Royal 
The banquet was attended by His Royal Court Imam Ahmad Helayel. The King and 
Highness Crown Prince Hassan, Prime Minis- the guests performed Al Maghreb prayers 
ter Sharif Zeid Ben Shaker, Royal Court Chief together (Petra photo) 


Ex-Legal team sues pfsiA police 
Arab Bank chairman detain 

By Ghadeer Taher sponded. i . yy- ^ ^ 

Special ro the Jordan Times Neither Mr. Shoman nor MU II Id I I 


By Ghadeer Taher 

Special to the Jordan Times 
AMMAN — Three promin- 
ent lawyers, who last month 
resigned from the Arab Bank 
in protest over the handling 
of a lawsuit against one of the 
bank's clients, are suing the 
chairman of the bank for 
libel, sources close to the case 
said Wednesday. 

Court sources said that 
lawyers Ibrahim Bakr, Fans 
Nabulsi and Tarek Nabil filed 
their case in the Amman 
court of first instance last 
week against Arab Bank 
Chairman Abdul Majeed 
Shoman. who. they claim, 
had questioned their compe- 
tence in public statements 
made to the press, causing 
damage to their credibility. 

According to court 
sources, the suit does not 
specify the amount of the 
claim.* It is left to be deter- 
mined by the court. 

The long-time employees 
of the Arab Bank quit in 
December over differences 
with Mr. Shoman over the 
handling of the case involving 
the Arab Bank and the Sha- 
hin investment group, one of 
the biggest holding com- 
panies in Jordan. 

They objected to what was 
seen as the unprecedented 
softline approach by the man- 
agement over the dispute 
with the group involving over, 
JD 35 million. 

According to the sources, 
the lawyers sent notice to Mr. 
Shoman informing him of the 
lawsuit. In the notice, they 
also asked Mr. Shoman to 
make statements to the local 
press removing doubt of the 
lawyers’ credibility and com- 
petence. 

According to the source. 
Mr. Shoman has not vet re- - 


sponded. 

Neither Mr. Shoman nor 
the three lawyers were avail- 
able for immediate comment. 

The Arab Bank had filed 
four cases against the Shahin 
group, which reportedly has 
very close personal ties with 
the chairman and his family. 
The cases were withdrawn 
and an out of court settle- 
ment was announced in De- 
cember. 

The cases were filed after 
the bank's legal team, headed 
by Mr. Bak^had determined 
that there was transgressions 
concerning the Shahin invest- ‘ 
ment group, banking sources 
said. The lawyers, under in- 
structions from the deputy 
chairman of the bank, Mr. 
Khalid Shoman. filed the 
lawsuits against the Shahin 
group. 

Abdul Majeed Shoman 
was out of the country at the 
time. 


rights 

lawyer 


When Mr. Shoman re- 
turned. he instructed his 
lawyers to try to reach an out 
of court settlement with the 
group. They submitted a 
proposal, which was rejected 
by Mr. Shoman and the 
chairman asked another 
lawyer in the legal depart- 
ment to draft another propos- 
al. 

The three lawyers, citing 
differences of views, res- 
igned. The bank accepted the 
resignations immediately. 

According ro banking 
sources, the "compromise 
deal” involved giving the 
Shahin group 15 years with a 
two-year grace period to pay 
its estimated JD 35 million 
due with an unprecedented 
five per cent interest rate. 
The parties involved in the 
settlement would not confirm 
these details. 


Algerian feminist killed 
by gunmen, friends say 


TUNIS (R) — Gunmen shot 
dead the president of a 
woman's association in 
Algeria on Wednesday out- 
side her home in the Berber 
town of Tizi Ouzou. her 
friends said, spreading a 
growing climate of fear as the 
toll of killings climbed. 

In the capital Algiers, 
scores of friends, actors and 
admirers of the murdered 
national theatre director 
Azzedine Medjoubi filed 
silently past his coffin as it 
rested on the stage of his 
theatre in Port Said Square. 

Medjoubi. 4S. who had 
taken the job only last 
month, was shot dead early 
on Monday afternoon outside 
the building by two men. 
suspected Muslim fun- 
damentalists. 

The cream-painted, col- 


onnaded theatre, facing 
across -the bustling square 
overlooking the Mediterra- 
nean. lies at the foot of the 
Muslim fundamentalist stron- 
ghold. the Casbah. 

Medjoubi's wife Amina, 
wearing a white scarf, stood 
with his immediate family by 
the coffin as mourners filed 
past the stage to pay last 
respects, witnesses said. 

Medjoubi's theatrical 
friends gave him a last round 
of applause, trying to stifle 
their tears, witnesses said. 

Wednesday's killing in Tizi 
Ouzou of Nabila Djahnine. 
an architect in her 30s who 
headed the Berber feminist 
group Thighri n'Tmetouth 
(the cry of women) was the 
latest in the grim loll prom- 
ised by armed fundamentalist 
groups. 


GAZA CITY (AFP) — 
Palestinian police on 
Wednesday detained for 16 
hours the leading human 
rights lawyer in the Gaza 
Strip who has repeatedly 
criticised the Palestine 
National Authority (PNA) of 
Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation (PLO) Chairman 
Yasser Arafat. 

“I have not been given an 
explanation,” said Raji Sura- 
ni. 42-year-old director of the 
Gaza Centre for Rights and 
Law. 

He was freed after a 90- 
minute interview by Attorney 
General Khaled Al Kidra. 

“He was sent home after 
clarification” on a statement 
by the centre criticising Mr. 
Arafat's decision last week to 
set up a state security court, 
Mr. Kidra said. , 

“He was not arrested in the 
first place," be claimed. The 
centre's statement, which cal- 
led for the court to be scrap- 
ped, was considered “pro- 
vocation," he said. 

“It was made clear that he 
(Surani) did not mean any- 
thing by it, and it’s over now. 
We do not interfere in free- 
dom of expression, unless we 
suspect there is a violation of 
the law," Mr. Kidra said. 

Mr. Surani gave a different 
version. “There was no inves- 
tigation. I made it clear that 
the communique was objec- 
tive and part of our routine 
work on human rights. 

"There was nothing to talk 
about, the communique was 
referred to but in my opinion 
there was no subject, and 
then they told me the issue 
was dosed." 

Mr. Surani’s wife Amal 
told how plainclothes police 
took him from their Gaza 
City home after midnight. 
“They just said he had to go 
and that it was urgent orders 
from high up." she said. 

After he was hauled off, 
the centre repeated its call to 
scrap the military security 
court, against which there 
'will be no appeal, and told 
the authority tc stop making 
arrests without due process. 

"The arrest of a prominent 
human rights lawyer confirms 
the dangerous state which the 
protection of human rights 
has now reached in the 
Palestinian autonomous 
areas." said the centre. 

It was set up in I9S5 by 
four lawyers to monitor 
abuses of human rights by the 
Israeli occupation forces* but 
began monitoring the Palesti- 
nian self-rule authority after 
it took charge last May. 


KABUL (Agencies) — The 
nominal government and the 
rapidly advancing Taliban 
militia held tense negotia- 
tions Wednesday in a bid to 
avert fresh fighting in the 
Afghan capital. 

A United Nations peace 
plan calls for the formation of 
a multi-party governing coun- 
cil this weekend, but the 
proposal could be under- 
mined if the two sides launch 
a new round of combat. 

The Talibans, a recently 
formdh Islamic faction made 
up of fundamentalist reli- 
gious students, told President 
Burhanuddin Rabbani's 
forces to pull back Wednes- 
day to the southern edge of 
Kabul. 

The government forces 
appeared to concede some 
ground Wednesday evening, 
though they still controlled 
the city's southern border. 
No major fighting was re- 
ported. 

The Talibans scored a ma- 
jor victory Tuesday when 
they dislodged Hezb-e- 
Islami, the main opposition 
group, from its base in Char- 
asyab. 25 kilometres south of 
the dty (see page 2). 

As the Taliban took over 
the base, government troops 
advanced south towards 
Charasyab. and the two sides 
were only a short distance 
apart in some areas. 

General Najib. a govern- 
ment military spokesman 
who used only one name, 
said there were negotiations 
with the Taliban through 
much of the day Wednesday, 
but he declined to divulge 
details. 

Unknown until recently, 
the Talibans have put 
together a dramatic string of 
victories in recent weeks and 
now are considered the main 
opposition force in the multi- 
sided civil war. 

They have blamed the 
other 10 factions for the des- 
truction of Kabul and say the 
groups are corrupt and 
power-hungry. The Taliban 
have not made alliances with 
any of the other factions and 
say they want to impose strict 
sharia (Islamic Law). The 
other factions say they have 
the same goal. 


It was not yet clear 
whether the Talibans were 
interested in making a deal 
with President Rabbani’s 
forces, or if they will try to 
attack die city. 

Mahmoud Mestiri, the 
head of the United Nations 
special mission to Afghanis- 
tan. said he plans to travel 
from neighbouring Pakistan 
to Kabul on Saturday to help 
implement the U.N. peace 
plan. 

It rails for Mr. Rabbarri to 
resign, making way for a 
multi-party governing coun- 
cil. A ceasefire also is to take 
effect. 


The Talibans, while ex- 
pressing interest in the U.N. 
plan, have not yet agreed ro 
participate. 

Afghanistan's Islamic fac- 
tions have been battling each 
other since ousting a com- 
munist government in 1992. 

Pakistan's interior minister 
Naseerullah Babar on 
Wednesday denied claims 
that his country had provided- 
aid to the Talibans. 

In a statement, quoted by 
'the official Associated Press 
of Pakistan, Mr. Babar 
underlined Pakistan’s neut- 
rality in the tussle between 
the various warring Afghan 
factions, led by the Hezb-e- 
Islami and the forces loyal to 
President Rabbani. 

“Pakistan has remained 
neutral in the internal strife 
of Afghanistan and will re- 
main so in future,” he said in' 
Karachi. 

He said that whatever gov- 
ernment finally emerged in 
Kabul, it would be “pro- 
Pakistan*' as Afghanistan was 
dependent on Pakistan for 
food and other supplies as 
well as transit trade with 
other states. 

The Talibans were origi- 
nally religious students in 
Pakistan, which still shelters 
more than 1.5 million Afghan 
refugees. 

Their strength has drama- 
taicaily increased to an esti- 
mated 25,000 over the past 
six months while public sup- 
port for them has increased in 
Afghanistan, making them a 
political and military force to 
be reckoned with. 


BEIRUT (AP) — The Abu 
Nidal Palestinian organisa- 
tion on Wednesday denied 
that an activist arrested by 
Lebanese security forces was 
the group's top assassin. 

In a statement delivered to 
news media in Beirut, the 
group said the alleged assas- 
sin. Mahmoud Khaled Ein- 
tour. was nothing more than 
a senior social worker in 
Palestinian refugee camps 
across Lebanon. 

“AM the accusations 
against him are false." said 
the statement. 

It blamed Jordanian intelli- 
gence for what it called “in-, 
stigatine, and fabricating in- 
formation" to frame Eintour 
and sow dissent among fac- 
tions opposed to Jordan’s 
peace treaty with Israel. 

Eintour. a Palestinian with 
a Jordanian passport, was 
arrested at his house in the 
southern port cityr of Sidon. 
Lebanese security sources 
disclosed Friday. 

The security sources said 
48-year-old Eintour. alias 
Abu Ali Majed, headed the 
assassination branch of Abu 
Nidal's Fateh Revolutionary 
Council faction. 

Lebanese military author- 
ities blame Eintour for the 
1987 hijack of a French yacht 
off the Gaza Strip and hold- 
ing five Belgians and a 
Frenchwoman with her two 
daughters on board hostage 
for up to three years. 

Eintour also was suspected 
of masterminding the assas- 


sination of Jordanian tfljilo- 
mat Naeb Imran Maaytaji'ln 
Beirut Jan. 29, 1994. Three 
confessed Abu Nidal activists 
have been sentenced to life 
imprisonment in the case. 

The Abu Nidal statement 
said Eintour was arrested 
Feb. 4 ivi the Syrian- 
controlled Bekaa Valley of 
eastern Lebanon and not in 
Sidon. 

It called on Lebanese au- 
thorities ro free Eintour in 
the spirit of solidarity and 
unity among those not locked 
into peace deals with Israel. 

Lebanon and Syria, its 
powerful neighbour, are the 
only two Arab frontline 
states which have not signed 
a peace deal with Israel. 
Egypt, Jordan and the 
Palestinians have signed 
peace accords with the Jewish 
state. 

Eintour was being held at a 
maximum security jail in the 
Defence Ministry in the 
Beirut suburb of Yarze. 

Abu Nidal, whose real 
name is Sabri Al Banna, tops 
the most wanted lists in a 
number of Arab countries as 
well as Europe and the Un- 
ited States for attacks that 
have left scores of civilians 
and diplomats dead. His 
organisation for years was 
backed by Libyan leader 
Moammar Qadhafi. 

Most infamous is the 1985 
gun assaults on passenger ter- 
minals at Rome and Vienna 
airports which killed 17 peo- 
ple. 


Republicans owe victory to conservatives — expert 


By Amy Henderson 

Special to the Jordan Times 


AMMAN — The American 
electorate could not have 
been more shell-shocked 
following last November's 
U.S. congressional elec- 
tions when a Republican 
majority found itself easily 
in control of the U.S. 
House of Representatives 
and the Senate for the first 
time in 40 years. 

"One person saw this 
coming.” said Elizabeth 
Drew, a well-known Amer- 
ican commentator, obser- 
ver and writer on the 
Washington political scene. 
“Newt Gingrich (new 
speaker of the House of 
Representatives) is the one 
who saw it could happen. 
He has been planning this 
for 20 years. 1 ' 

Ms. Drew spoke via 


satellite from the U.S. 
capital last night ro a Jorda- 
nian audience at the Uni- 
versity of Jordan's Centre 
for Strategic Studies, trying 
to define the roots and im- 
plications of the Republican 
revolution now gaining 
momentum in the United 
Stales. 

The Republican victory, 
she said, was a combination 
of a conservative tide and a 
government solidly 
anchored in gridlock. 

“The conservative tide 
has been moving since as 
early as the presidency of 
Lyndon B. Johnson." she 
said, “having only been in- 
terrupted by the election of 
two Democrats since (Presi- 
dent Clinton and former 
president Jimmy Carter) — 
both southerners with a 
centrist or moderate cam- 
paign." 


“(Bob) Dole and (Newt) 
Gingrich also made a con- 
certed effort to block any 
bills the president intro- 
duced and at the same time, 
effectively used the media 
to capitalise on his failures 
and downplay his succes- 
ses," she said. 

Health care reform, for 
example, the top priority 
during Mr. Clinton's cam- 
paign and from the outset 
of his administration, met 
dismal failure last year 
when Republicans blocked 
his efforts towards universal 
coverage by dragging the 
debate through the end of 
the 1993 session. 

Mr, Clinton, who is criti- 
cised as being slow to “blow 
his own horn" when he 
meets success on critical 
issues, also failed to have 
the budget and deficit re- 
duction bill and the 1994 


crime bill (which included 
the controversial ban on 
automatic assault weapons) 
pass while Republicans 
have been quick to point 
out that the the president 
had not made good on his 
promise of welfare reform. 

While welfare reform 
may have played second 
fiddle to health care re- 
form. Ms. Drew said, 
“Clinton did offer a welfare 
package — but instead, 
people now think he missed 
this opportunity." 

This is just the beginning 
of the list of perceived 
Democratic failures that 
allowed Republicans to 
energise the rising conser- 
vatism in the states through 
centralising campaigns 
while launching an all-out 
assault on Mr, Clinton, she 
asserted. 

“Clinton became un- 


popular because he actually 
accomplished a great deal," 
she added. “Now there is 
certainly a Republican tide, 
an anti-Clinton tide. What 
we see now is a concerted 
assault on government." 

The Republicans, Ms. 
Drew explained, steered by 
the conservative, confron- 
tational Speaker of the 
House of Representatives 
Gingrich, were able to 
nationalise the elections 
and the campaign against 
Clinton through the birth of 
their “Contract with Amer- 
ica,” a list of 10 items to be 
voted on in the House with- 
in the first 100 days of the 
new congressional session. 
The contract indudes de- 
tails such as welfare reform, 
constitutional amendment 
for a balanced budget, tax 
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OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 

{Agencies) - Palestine lead; 

Yasser Arafat on Friday 
Liected an Israeli propose 
St as a 


rtart running the West 
rrjnk town of Jenin while 
kraeli troops remain there. 

However, a senior Palero- 
oian negotiator said the 
Palestine Liberation Organss- 
rion (PLO) was ready to com- 
promise and accept a gradua. 
Israeli troop withdrawal from 
West Bank towns, signalling 
M end to the months-long 
impasse in the Israel-PLO 
autonomy talks. 

Also Friday, the militant 
group Hamas' threatened re- 
prisals against Palestinian 
security forces if more Hamas 
supporters were arrested in 
the Gaza Strip (see page 12). 

-He (Israeli Prime Minis- 
ter Yitzhak Rabin) says to me 
'come and take the munici- 
pality of Jenin’,’’ Mr. Arafat 
told a congregation in a Gaza 
mosque in his first public 
reaction to the latest Israeli 
proposal 

“I say ‘do you think I am a 
mukhtar (village headman)?* 

I said to him 'no'. 

Mr. Rabin said after talks 
with Mr. Arafat on Thursday 
lie had offered the PLO 


Palestinian self-rule 
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Bardot mourni 
British animal 
activist 


LONDON (R) — Vc 
actress and 60s sex s 
Brigitte Bardot joined 
than 1,000 mourners at 
funeral of a British 


Abu Nidal group blames Jordan, 
denies top assassin arrested 
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five animals for slaughter, 
am very sad this has fe 
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pened,” said Ms. Bara 
who fives in the sooth] 
France. “I am here for Jt 
Ms. Phipps had been one 
about 30 people protesfe 
the airport, from which i 
calves are sent by air ton 
kets in continental Etfn 
There they are often iri» 
tiny veal crates to creaSsi 
der white meat — a pt* 
now outlawed in Britwi 
Bardot, who devotes nog 
her life to campaigipg l 
animal rights, descn||j- 
Phipps in a French tiefeg 
er last week as the % 
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TEL AVIV (AFP) — Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Rabin 
would win general elections 
today against two right-wing 
candidates, according to an 
tyiiion poll published Fri- 
diy. Mr. Rabin garnered 41 
per cent support against 33 
per cent for his leading rival. 
Benjamin Netanyahu, leader 
of the right-wing opposition 
Likud Party. Far-right 
Tsomet Party chief Rafael 
Eytan took 14 per cent in the 
survey for the Yediot Ahar- 
onot newspaper. Another 12 
P*r rent voiced no opinion. 
Recent polls had put Mr. 
Netanyahu ahead but did not 
indude Eytan. a former milit- 
ary chief of staff. Mr. Eytan 
announced his intention to 
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